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US, S. Korea hold joint exercise 
to identify, destroy N. Korea’s 
weapons of mass destruction 


Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry 
Regiment move into the underground facility 
at Camp Stanley, South Korea, on Friday. 

Marcus FicHTL/Stars and Stripes 


RAF MILDENHALL 


Shots fired in incident that shut US base 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

U.S. military personnel opened fire Monday during 
an attempted break-in at RAF Mildenhall in England, 
local authorities said. 

Local news outlets reported that the base was put in 
lockdown after a man driving a car tried to force his 
way onto the facility. RAF Mildenhall officials posted 
an announcement of the lockdown on the base’s Face- 
book page but did not go into the cause. 

About 1:40 p.m., Suffolk police responded to a distur¬ 
bance at the base that put the facility into lockdown. 

“Shots were fired by American service personnel 


and a man has been detained with cuts and bruis¬ 
es and taken into custody,” Suffolk police said in a 
statement. 

U.S. Air Forces in Europe said the base is no lon¬ 
ger in a state of lockdown and referred all other 
questions to local authorities. 

Police have not yet said whether the incident was 
considered a terrorist attack. In 2015, an Islamic 
extremist was convicted of plotting attacks on U.S. 
troops based in the U.K. There are roughly 18,000 
U.S. servicemembers, civilians and local nationals 
who work at various bases in England. 

SEE MILDENHALL ON PAGE 6 


Holiday travel chaos ahead 
after Atlanta airport outage 


By Johnny Clark 

Associated Press 


ATLANTA — Ticketing and 
baggage areas were a bit backed 
up, but security lines were mov¬ 
ing quickly in Atlanta on Monday 
morning as the world’s busiest air¬ 
port recovered from a crippling 
power outage. 

Thousands remained stranded a day after the outage at Harts- 
field-Jackson Atlanta International Airport, where more than 
1,000 flights were grounded just days before the start of the 
Christmas travel rush. 


i Some victims 
of Wash, train 
accident treated 
at Army post 

Page 7 
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Report: 25th ID chief headed to USAREUR 



Cavoli 


Stars and Stripes 

Maj. Gen. Christopher G. Cavoli is 
the Army’s pick to command the mis¬ 
sion in Europe, according to a report. 

Cavoli, who now leads the Hawaii- 
based 25th Infantry Division, has 
been tapped to command U.S. Army 
Europe, according to a report by De¬ 
fense News that cited an unnamed de¬ 
fense official. 


Cavoli, whose nomination to lieu¬ 
tenant general awaits final confirma¬ 
tion from the Senate, would replace 
recently retired Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges. 

On Friday, USAREUR Deputy 
Commander Maj. Gen. Tim McGuire 
became the Army’s interim leader in 
Europe until a full-time replacement 
is assigned. 

If confirmed, Cavoli would bring 


recent experience in Europe to the 
job. Before assuming command of the 
25th Infantry Division in 2016, Cavoli 
led the 7th Army Training Command 
in Grafenwoehr, Germany. 

The USAREUR mission has been 
revitalized in the past three years as 
the military refocuses its efforts on 
the continent in response to concerns 
about a more assertive Russia. After 


two decades of drawing down, the 
Pentagon has boosted rotational forc¬ 
es in Eastern Europe and has added 
tanks and artillery. 

Cavoli’s past experience includes 
work on the Joint Staff as director for 
Russia issues. He is a Russian speak¬ 
er, according to his Army biography. 
news@stripes.com 


Many sailors unfazed by end 
of Navy’s ‘early out’ program 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Sailors in Japan seem 
unfazed by the cancellation of 
a Navy program that allowed 
some to leave the service up to 
two years prior to their scheduled 
separation dates. 

The Enlisted Early Transition 
Program, launched by the Navy 
in 2014, allowed some service- 
members in noncritical jobs to 
apply for early releases. It was 


Correction 

The Dec. 18 story on 
Wreaths Across America 
should have said the six sol¬ 
diers buried apart from the 
others served during World 
War I. 


touted as a way of cutting down 
on involuntary separations. 

Two other programs — one 
through which senior officers 
could retire early and another 
that allowed sailors to request 
early separation because of fam¬ 
ily or personal hardships — also 
are being canceled. 

Vice Adm. Robert Burke, chief 
of Naval Personnel, announced 
the termination of the programs 
Wednesday, citing the needs of 
the “growing Navy” as the reason 
for the changes. 

“This requires more people, at a 
time when we are still working our 
way back to desired sea duty man¬ 
ning levels, and when the competi¬ 
tion for talent is especially keen,” 
he said in a Navy administrative 
message. “We will certainly re¬ 
cruit and train many more sailors 
to help meet these demands, but 
that will not be enough.” 

Sailors at Yokosuka Naval Base 
told Stars and Stripes on Monday 


they didn’t foresee much grum¬ 
bling over the program’s demise. 

“Early out? I haven’t heard any¬ 
one talk about it,” said Petty Of¬ 
ficer 2nd Class Joseph Layden, a 
boatswain’s mate aboard the USS 
Barry. “Doesn’t mean much to me 
because if I was going to get out, I 
would just get out at the end of my 
contract. I haven’t heard anyone 
talk about it. I don’t know anyone 
who is trying to get out early.” 

Chief Petty Officer Christo¬ 
pher Graham, an information 
systems technician aboard the 
USS Fitzgerald, said sailors are 
more concerned about being in¬ 
voluntarily separated than being 
denied early exits. 

“I have three more years and 
I retire, so it wasn’t an option for 
me,” said Graham, referring to 
the early-separation program. 
“I can’t recall anyone I know of 
using it. I think people come to 
realize it’s a little rougher when 
you don’t have the military. There 



Cole ScHROEDER/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Sailors aboard the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz man the rails as the 
ship prepares to moor Dec. 5 at Naval Air Station North Island, Calif. 


(are) a lot of protections and ser¬ 
vices provided.” 

The cancellation of the program 
is one of many steps the Navy has 
taken to rebalance the force. 

Earlier this year, the Navy in¬ 
creased the high-year tenure 
limits for sailors of ranks E-4 
through E-6 by two years for each 
pay grade in another attempt to 
improve retention. On Thursday, 
it announced a high-year tenure 
increase from five to six years for 
E-3 sailors. 

In August, the service an¬ 
nounced it would shift more than 
1,100 senior enlisted sailors from 
certain shore billets to fill about 


3,000 “gaps” in operations at sea. 

Burke said in the message that 
sailors can expect more policy 
changes soon. 

“It has been decades since 
the last period of major person¬ 
nel growth in our Navy,” he said. 
“You will see many additional 
policy changes in the coming 
weeks and months to set us on the 
right course.” 

The Navy has a long-term goal 
of expanding to about 350,000 
sailors to meet President Donald 
Trump’s 355-ship goal. The ser¬ 
vice now has 322,000 sailors and 
277 commissioned ships. 

hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 
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Photos by Marcus FicHTL/Stars and Stripes 

Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment, enter a suspected chemical weapons lab during a drill at Camp Stanley, South Korea, on Friday. 


Soldiers test new technology to clear tunnels 


By Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP STANLEY, South Korea 
—Soldiers recently used high-tech 
communications and night-vision 
gear to infiltrate a bunker stand¬ 
ing in for a chemical weapons lab 
at a semiabandoned base north of 
Seoul, South Korea. 

On Friday, the Texas-based 
“Black Knights” from the 1st 
Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment, 
air-assaulted from Black Hawk 
helicopters to Camp Stanley in 
predawn darkness, linked up with 
South Korean forces and entered 
the bunker in an exercise dubbed 
Warrior Strike. 

The soldiers negotiated a half¬ 
mile-long, horseshoe-shaped tun¬ 
nel and numerous alcoves that 
look like the sort of place an enemy 
might hide chemical weapons. 

North Korea’s affinity for dig¬ 
ging is clear to anyone who has 
visited the third infiltration tunnel 
near the Demilitarized Zone that 
marks the border between the two 
Koreas. Now a tourist attraction, 
it’s one of several discovered in 
the area. It’s estimated that these 
tunnels could have moved tens of 
thousands of North Korean troops 
under the border each hour dur¬ 
ing an invasion. 

South Korea’s defense minis¬ 
try estimates there are 6,000 to 
8,000 underground facilities in 
the North, ranging from shelters 
to storage sites for artillery and 
nuclear weapons. 

During the Camp Stanley train¬ 
ing, troops were equipped with 
gear that the Korea-based 2nd 
Infantry Division has on hand to 
boost tunnel-warfare capabilities. 
These include a new radio device 
— the Mobile Ad Hoc Networking 
Unit, or MPU5 — which acts as 
a WiFi node and creates a peer- 
to-peer radio relay, allowing the 


transmission of text and imagery 
between troops in the tunnel and 
to a commander on the surface. 

1st Lt. Norman Holcomb, a 
Company B platoon leader, said 
the device outperformed the radio 
system currently being used. It 
also communicates with trackers 
that attach to soldiers’ heels like 
spurs. 

Troops in the tunnel wore AN/ 
PSQ-20 night-vision goggles that 
use thermal detection when ambi¬ 
ent light wanes. The goggles were 
fielded in 2009, but their $18,000 
price tag and 2-pound weight 
mean they haven’t seen much use 
in the force. 

The Army’s Asymmetric War¬ 
fare Group evaluated the tech¬ 
nology, while U.S. Forces Korea 
commander Gen. Vincent Brooks 
and the South Korean Joint Chiefs 
of Staff observed. 

Holcomb said the WiFi worked 
well but that the tablet he carried 
during the raid was hard to oper¬ 
ate with gloves on. He didn’t like 
the night-vision goggles but said 
thermal capability was useful 
deep in the tunnel. 

The new gear gives troops an 
edge in a battle space that could 
extend underground, said Lt. Col. 
John Moris, the Black Knights’ 
battalion commander. 

“We can’t just look at military 
operations in two dimensions; we 
have to look at three dimensions 
and the subterranean compo¬ 
nent,” he said. 

The soldiers will apply the train¬ 
ing to other battlefields if called 
upon, Moris said. 

“We try to prepare and train 
for any and all contingencies,” he 
said. “This is just another aspect 
— another facet of what we can 
see in operations.” 

fichtl.marcus@stripes.com 
Twitter: @marcusfichtl 
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US soldiers visit 
Battle of the Bulge 
site on anniversary 


By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany 
— U.S. soldiers and their families 
followed in the footsteps of the fa¬ 
mous Company E when they vis¬ 
ited World War II battlefields to 
mark the 73rd anniversary of the 
Battle of the Bulge this weekend. 

Base chaplains, together with 
the Better Opportunities for Sin¬ 
gle Soldiers program, organized 
the trip. It brought 48 soldiers 
and families on an eight-hour trip 
across Germany to pay respects at 
the Luxembourg American Cem¬ 
etery and Memorial, and to see the 
battlefields in Bastogne, Belgium. 

“It’s one thing to read history; it 
is quite another to see it, feel it and 
experience it firsthand,” said Col. 
Kevin Pies, garrison chaplain at 
the Army’s Grafenwoehr Train¬ 
ing Area. “(When you) go right 
to the site, (it) ties everything 
together so that you can get the 
bigger picture. It sort of brings 
out the realness of the event and 
separates it from fiction.” 

The battle, which began Dec. 
16, 1944, and lasted about a 


month and a half, was Germany’s 
last major offensive on the West¬ 
ern Front in World War II. Ger¬ 
man planners intended for their 
forces to reach the Belgian port of 
Antwerp, thus cutting off Allied 
armies in the Netherlands and 
forcing them to surrender. The 
surprise German attack created 
a large bulge in American lines 
and led to the name of the Battle 
of the Bulge. 

During the bitter fighting in the 
densely forested Ardennes region 
of eastern Belgium and Luxem¬ 
bourg, American soldiers were 
sometimes outnumbered 6 to 1. 

A week into the fighting, a group 
of German soldiers approached the 
battle lines and asked that the U.S. 
troops surrender. Bastogne was a 
key crossroads, and the Germans 
needed to overrun the town in 
order to continue their advance to 
the sea. The Americans famously 
replied, “NUTS!” to the German 
request and kept fighting. 

During their visit, the soldiers 
and families climbed into Ameri¬ 
can foxholes and saw sites that 
were re-created in the HBO se¬ 
ries “Band of Brothers,” such as 


Soldiers from the Grafenwoehr Training Area have a snowball fight at 
the site where the Battle of the Bulge was fought. 


Soldiers and their families look 
at German propaganda while 
gathered around a foxhole. 


Capt. Tim Behnke, a chaplain from the Grafenwoehr Training Area, 
and his son Adam carry a wreath to be laid at the Luxembourg 
American Cemetery and Memorial on Saturday. 


Soldiers and families from the Grafenwoehr Training Area gather at 
the Luxembourg American Cemetery and Memorial to pay respects. 


Sgt. Christopher Smith, a cargo specialist stationed in Grafenwoehr, Germany, armed with a stick, peers 
out of a foxhole left from the Battle of the Bulge during a trip to Bastogne, Belgium, on Saturday. 


the place where “Easy Company” 
Staff Sgt. Bill Guamere lost his leg 
after being hit by artillery fire. 

Getting a firsthand look at 
where history was made gave the 
soldiers a powerful sense of the 
legacy they’ve inherited. 

“It impresses on me the resil¬ 
iency and strength found even in 
the midst of terrible times,” Pies 
said. “And if someone can survive 
a battle like this, then I think I 
can face anything tough that life 
throws at me.” 


egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 


Medal of Honor recipient is focused on helping veterans, at-risk kids 


By Andrew Sheeler 

The (San Luis Obispo, Calif.) Tribune 

When retired U.S. Army Master Sgt. 
Leroy Petry, a recipient of the Medal of 
Honor, looked out over the dozens of Griz¬ 
zly Youth Academy graduates Thursday, 
he saw something of himself in them. 

“Like many of them, I was a high school 
student at risk,” Petry said. 

The former Army Ranger was in San 
Luis Obispo last week for several events, 
including the graduation of the latest group 
of Grizzly cadets. 

“It’s been pretty eventful,” Petry said. 

And he would know. He may be retired 
from the Army, but Petry spends a consid¬ 
erable amount of his time traveling. 


“I’m on the road about 220 days out of 
the year,” he said. 

Prior to visiting San Luis Obispo, Petry 
said he was in Afghanistan. 

It was in Afghanistan, in May 2008, 
where Petry lost his hand. He was leading 
a platoon during a daylight raid to capture 
a high-value target. While taking enemy 
fire, Petry and two other soldiers were 
sheltering behind a chicken coop. That was 
when the grenades started flying. The first 
one landed about 10 meters away, knock¬ 
ing the soldiers off their feet. The second 
grenade landed just a few feet from where 
they lay. 

“It was almost instinct — off training,” 
Petry said in an article from the U.S. 
Army. “It was probably going to kill all 


three of us. I had time to visually see the 
hand grenade. And I figure it’s got about a 
4 Vi-second fuse, depending on how long it 
has been in the elements and the weather 
and everything.... I figure if you have time 
to see it, you have time to kick it, throw it, 
just get it out there.” 

Petry saved his men, but lost his right 
hand at the wrist. 

In 2011, then-President Barack Obama 
awarded Petry the Medal of Honor. 

He recalled being in the Oval Office as 
the president signed the citation. 

“I leaned over his shoulder and saw he 
was left-handed, so I asked him for some 
pointers,” said Petry, whose right hand 
was replaced by a prosthesis. 

Now, Petry spends his days helping vet¬ 


erans with both education and employment 
programs. 

“I tell people I’m in Phase 2 of the Army, 
which is taking care of our military people 
and our veterans,” he said. 

Petry said he was proud to be given the 
chance to speak to the Grizzly graduates. 

“I hope it continues to impact many 
young lives,” he said. 

Petry said he told the graduates to look 
for the positive influences in life and avoid 
the negative ones; he said they should ex¬ 
pect obstacles. 

“They will face a lot of challenges along 
the road of life. It has its curves,” he said. 
“The only straight road is really a dead 
end.” 
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Marines: Window fell from helo due to human error 


By Matthew M. Burke 
AND HANA KUSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— The Marine Corps says human 
error caused a helicopter win¬ 
dow to fall onto the grounds of a 
crowded elementary school last 
week on Okinawa. 

The incident occurred Wednes¬ 
day morning when a CH-53E 
Super Stallion’s window inexpli¬ 
cably became separated from the 
aircraft and landed on Futenma 
Daini Elementary School’s sports 
field, which is adjacent to Ma¬ 
rine Corps Air Station Futenma’s 
fence line. More than 50 school- 
children were playing at the time, 
and one boy was slightly injured 
from a pebble that flew up during 
impact. 

The 1st Marine Aircraft Wing 
has completed a “thorough” in¬ 
vestigation into the incident and 
determined it was caused by 
human error, officials said a state¬ 
ment released Monday evening. 


The window, which was not 
properly secured before takeoff, 
was designed to be removed so 
that the crew can evacuate dur¬ 
ing an emergency, the statement 
said. 

Marine officials said they have 
conducted additional training for 
both air and maintenance crews 
to reinforce proper procedures. 
Also, all CH-53E aircraft have 
been thoroughly inspected and 
checked for mechanical or struc¬ 
tural issues with the windows. 

“1st MAW has taken compre¬ 
hensive actions to ensure the 
safety of all Okinawa-based CH- 
53E aircraft, the aircrew that fly 
in them, and our broader commu¬ 
nity,” the statement said. “This 
incident is regrettable, and we 
again apologize for the anxiety it 
has caused the community.” 

Marine officials also vowed 
to conduct routine maintenance 
days and monthly safety meet¬ 
ings within their squadron-level 
safety program. 

Japanese officials weighed in 


on the incident earlier Monday 
but were careful not to pass judg¬ 
ment until the results of the ongo¬ 
ing investigation were released. 

Japan’s defense minister, Itsu- 
nori Onodera, told reporters he 
was waiting for sufficient safety 
measures to be imposed by the 
U.S. military. 

“Safety can only be ensured 
when all possible measures are 
taken to prevent reoccurrence,” 
he said. 

Kyodo news agency reported 
Monday that the service had 
informed Okinawa’s central 
and prefectural governments 
it planned to resume CH-53E 
flights “soon.” 

There had been no formal an¬ 
nouncement by the Marine Corps 
about grounding the Super Stal¬ 
lions; however, local press re¬ 
ported that the helicopters did not 
appear to be flying from Futenma 
after the incident. 

Marine officials did not address 
the resumption of flights in Mon¬ 
day’s statement. Japan’s Ministry 


of Defense declined to confirm or 
deny the report. Okinawa prefec¬ 
tural officials were unavailable 
for comment. 

Japanese Chief Cabinet Secre¬ 
tary Yoshihide Suga told reporters 
Monday that Tokyo was working 
closely with the U.S. government 
and would publicize the results of 
the investigation once they had 
been digested and checked. Suga 
also said he urged the U.S. not 
to fly aircraft over hospitals and 
schools near Futenma. 

Officials from the elementary 
school said Monday that Marine 
Corps officials had visited the 
school and apologized during a 
closed-door meeting. 

The Asahi Shimbun reported 
that the school asked Marine of¬ 
ficials during the meeting not to 
fly overhead anymore and that 
Marine officials said they would 
try their best. 

The incident is the latest in a 
string of recent U.S. military air¬ 
craft mishaps on or around the 
southern Japanese island pre¬ 


fecture and has led to heightened 
safety concerns among Okinawa’s 
local population, simmering feel¬ 
ings of fear and anxiety that har¬ 
ken back to the days after World 
War II when mishaps were com¬ 
mon and often claimed lives. 

On Dec. 7, a plastic part thought 
to belong to a U.S. military he¬ 
licopter landed on the roof of a 
local day care facility, leading to 
protests in front of U.S. military 
facilities. 

In October, a 1st Marine Air¬ 
craft Wing Super Stallion made 
an emergency landing in a 
farmer’s field outside Okinawa’s 
Northern Training Area after an 
inflight fire. The aircraft was an 
almost total loss. 

An MV-22 Osprey crashed last 
December in shallow water just 
off Camp Schwab, which was fol¬ 
lowed by a deadly Osprey crash 
in August off the coast of Austra¬ 
lia that claimed the lives of three 
Marines. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 



Firefighters battle a blaze at Yongsan Garrison, South Korea, on Monday. 


Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


No injuries in structure fire at Yongsan 


Stars and Stripes 

No injuries were reported after 
firefighters battled a structure 
fire early Monday at Yongsan 
Garrison in Seoul, South Korea. 

At about 3 a.m., Yongsan’s 
fire and emergency services 
responded along with local fire¬ 
fighters to a blaze at the Army 
& Air Force Exchange Service 


Management Office, Yongsan 
officials told Stars and Stripes. 
The office was unoccupied at the 
time, but personnel at the nearby 
Walker Center were evacuated to 
the post theater. 

Firefighters finally doused the 
remaining hot spots at about 7:30 
a.m., the officials said. No other 
buildings were damaged. 

The fire’s cause is under 


investigation. 

The current seat of U.S. Forces 
Korea, Yongsan is home to about 
17,000 servicemembers and civil¬ 
ians. However, that number will 
soon decrease as the U.S. mili¬ 
tary fulfills its 2004 agreement 
with South Korea to move the 
bulk of its forces to Camp Hum¬ 
phreys 40 miles to the south. 

news@stripes.com 


Navy and Japan practice 
response to reactor leak 
from aircraft carrier 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Navy and Japanese of¬ 
ficials have practiced the steps 
they’d take if a small amount of 
radiation were to escape from 
the Yokosuka-based USS Ronald 
Reagan aircraft carrier. 

U.S. shipyard technicians 
teamed up with Japan’s Nuclear 
Regulation Authority on Friday 
and boarded a Japan coast guard 
cutter to collect water, air and 
sediment samples from points 
near the Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier, which recently returned 
to Yokosuka from its three-month 
fall patrol. The purpose was to 
practice joint radiological moni¬ 
toring and data-sharing. 

The hourlong drill simulated 
how they would respond if slight¬ 
ly radioactive coolant water were 
to leak from the carrier’s reactor. 
In the scenario, the Ronald Rea¬ 
gan’s crew responded quickly and 
shut a valve, halting the leak, but 
not before 300 liters spilled into 
the harbor. 

“For perspective, the small 
amount of radioactivity that would 
be in this coolant water is less than 


the amount of radioactivity con¬ 
tained in two common household 
smoke detectors and would not 
adversely affect human health, 
marine life, or the quality of the 
environment,” the Navy said. 

If such a leak were to happen, 
the Navy would notify the Japa¬ 
nese government and city of Yoko¬ 
suka before dispatching liaisons 
to a nearby emergency operations 
center to share news about the 
spill to officials and the media. 

The Navy would also notify Yo¬ 
kosuka base workers that it’s safe 
to continue their jobs. 

Such an incident is unlikely 
due to the safety measures in U.S. 
nuclear-powered warships, said a 
statement from the U.S. Embassy 
in Tokyo. Naval reactors have four 
barriers working to keep radioac¬ 
tivity inside the ship. The reac¬ 
tors generally run at less than 15 
percent of their rated power, and 
are shut down while the ship is in 
port. 

Such safeguards have allowed 
the Navy to safely operate nucle¬ 
ar-powered warships for over 50 
years while traveling over 134 
million miles, the State Depart¬ 
ment said. 

cook.leon@stripes.com 
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Assad says years of 
UN-backed talks on 
Syria yielded ‘nothing’ 


Associated Press 

DAMASCUS, Syria — Syr¬ 
ian President Bashar Assad said 
Monday that three years of U.N.- 
brokered peace talks have yield¬ 
ed “nothing,” in part because 
the opposition does not represent 
anyone and is merely a “vocal 
phenomenon.” 

Assad spoke to reporters after 
the latest round of talks in Gene¬ 
va ended last week without mak¬ 
ing any progress toward ending 
the nearly seven-year-old civil 
war. The U.N. envoy to Syria has 
criticized the government, which 
refuses to discuss anything be¬ 
sides fighting terrorism. 

The opposition has long called 
for a transitional period in which 
Assad would have no role, some¬ 
thing the government refuses to 
consider. 

Assad praised an alternative 
track of negotiations expected to 
be hosted in Sochi by Russia, a 
close ally whose military inter¬ 
vention since 2015 has tipped the 


war in his favor. 

“We certainly believe that 
anything is better than Geneva, 
because Geneva has achieved 
nothing after three years,” Assad 
said. 

Assad said the talks at Sochi 
would examine whether Syria 
needs a new constitution or to 
amend its current one. He said 
legislative elections also likely 
would be discussed. 

The main opposition group in 
Geneva has criticized the Sochi 
initiative, calling it an attempt to 
create an alternative track to the 
internationally supported peace 
talks. 

Assad has portrayed the oppo¬ 
sition delegation in Geneva as a 
proxy of hostile foreign powers. 

Assad spoke after meeting a 
Russian government delegation. 
He said the visit was a chance to 
promote economic cooperation, 
“particularly now that we started 
the reconstruction phase.” He 
did not specify any particular 
projects. 


8 al-Shabab militants die 
in US airstrike in Somalia 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A U.S. air- 
strike in southern Somalia on Fri¬ 
day killed eight al-Qaida-linked 
militants, U.S. Africa Command 
announced Monday. 

The strike against al-Shabab 
militants about 30 miles northwest 
of the coastal city of Kismayo also 
destroyed a vehicle, according to 
an AFRICOM statement. 

The strike was the U.S.’s 33rd 
in Somalia in 2017, primarily tar¬ 
geting al-Shabab fighters as well 
as a small contingent of Islamic 
State-linked militants. It marks a 
dramatic increase over the 14 air- 
strikes that U.S. forces conducted 
in the east African nation in 2016, 
which marked the busiest year 
for the U.S. military during for¬ 
mer President Barack Obama’s 
administration. 

“U.S forces will continue to use 
all authorized and appropriate 
measure to protect U.S. citizens 
and to disable terrorist threats,” 


according to the AFRICOM 
statement. 

President Donald Trump in 
April expanded AFRICOM’s 
authorities to conduct strikes in 
Somalia. In recent months, the 
U.S. also has increased its force 
strength in the nation, where it 
now has roughly 500 troops, the 
most its deployed there since the 
early 1990s. 

No civilians were killed in 
the strike Friday, according to 
AFRICOM. 

The Naval Criminal Investiga¬ 
tion Service, at AFRICOM’s re¬ 
quest, is probing an Aug. 25 raid in 
Somalia in which U.S. troops are 
accused of killing civilians along¬ 
side Somali forces. AFRICOM of¬ 
ficials have denied civilians were 
killed in that raid, contending 
a review by Special Operations 
Command Africa earlier this year 
concluded only armed combatants 
were killed in the operation. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Mildenhall: Police say intruder 
was the only one hurt in incident 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Police did not elaborate on the 
nature of the injuries suffered by 
the intruder. However, no other 
people were injured in connection 
with the incident, police said. 

Suffolk police remain on the 
base as it conducts its investiga¬ 
tion, authorities said, and updates 
will be issued by the police press 


office. 

“There is considered no on¬ 
going threat to the community 
relating to the incident at RAF 
Mildenhall, schools can continue 
to operate as they normally would 
at the end of a day,” Suffolk police 
tweeted. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
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Haze is visible earlier this month over Kabul, Afghanistan. 


ISIS claims attack on 
Afghan intelligence agency 


By Chad Garland 

AND ZUBAIR BABAKARKHAIL 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Islam¬ 
ic State claimed responsibility for 
an attack in Kabul on Monday 
that led to prolonged clashes be¬ 
tween gunmen and Afghan se¬ 
curity forces near a compound 
belonging to the country’s main 
intelligence agency. 

Nasrat Rahimi, deputy spokes¬ 
man for the interior ministry, 
said three attackers dressed in 
police uniforms seized a build¬ 
ing under construction near a 
National Directorate of Security, 
or NDS, training center and fired 
small arms and rocket-propelled 
grenades at the center. 

Security forces quickly sur¬ 
rounded the building and killed 
the attackers “one by one” over 
the course of the hours-long stand¬ 
off, Rahimi said. Three members 
of the crisis response unit were 
wounded, but there were no other 
casualties at the center or in sur¬ 


rounding neighborhoods. 

No U.S. or NATO advisers were 
involved in the attack or the se¬ 
curity response to it, said Navy 
Capt. Tom Gresback, a spokes¬ 
man for the coalition mission to 
train, advise and assist Afghan 
government forces. 

Hassamudin Safi, a police of¬ 
ficer in Kabul’s Police District 5, 
said the standoff ended after sev¬ 
eral hours about 3 p.m. and clear¬ 
ance operations were ongoing. 

“It took so long to kill the at¬ 
tackers because there are a lot of 
houses nearby the scene of the at¬ 
tack,” Safi said. “Our forces were 
careful that civilians were not 
harmed during their clearance 
operation.” 

ISIS claimed in a statement 
that two of its fighters had carried 
out the attack. The group’s local 
affiliate, known as Islamic State- 
Khorasan province, or ISIS-K, 
sprang up in eastern Afghanistan 
in early 2015 and has carried out 
multiple high-profile attacks in 


the Afghan capital this year. 

The U.S. has been backing Af¬ 
ghan troops battling the group 
in its stronghold in Nangarhar 
province near the border with 
Pakistan since early last year. 
U.S. officials said last week the 
group has about 1,000 fighters in 
Afghanistan, up from about 700 
in March, despite U.S. claims to 
have removed some 1,600 from 
the battlefield since the spring. 

U.S. and Afghan special opera¬ 
tions forces also are preparing to 
launch a campaign against the 
group in northwestern Faryab 
and Jowzjan provinces, where it 
has gained a foothold, officials 
said. 

The ISIS attack came a day 
after Taliban fighters in the 
southern province of Helmand 
stormed police outposts near the 
provincial capital of Lashkar 
Gah, killing more than a dozen 
police personnel. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


Ceremony initiates new 
USS Little Rock LCS 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — One of 
the U.S. Navy’s newest warships 
is named for Arkansas’ capital 
city. 

The Arkansas Democrat- 
Gazette reports that the USS 
Little Rock, also known as LCS-9, 


was commissioned on the water¬ 
front in Buffalo, N.Y., on Saturday. 
The ceremony took place beside 
the original USS Little Rock, now 
a 610-foot-long floating museum. 
It marked the first time a U.S. 
Navy ship was commissioned 
alongside the vessel for which it 
was named. 

Put into service in 1945, the 
elder ship was a light cruiser be¬ 


fore it was converted to a guided- 
missile cruiser. Decommissioned 
in 1976, it became part of the Buf¬ 
falo and Erie County Naval and 
Military Park the next year. 

The new USS Little Rock is a 
littoral combat ship, a small, agile 
model meant for operations close 
to shore. 

From The Associated Press 
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Multiple fatalities after Amtrak train derails 



By Joseph O’Sullivan, 
Evan Bush 

and Christine Clarridge 

The Seattle Times 

At least six people were report¬ 
ed killed after an Amtrak train 
derailed and fell off a bridge over 
an interstate south of Seattle on 
Monday. 

Pierce County Sheriff’s spokes¬ 
man Ed Troyer told news media 
that there were fatalities on the 
train and that motorists had been 
injured but not killed. The extent 
of the injuries is not yet known. 

There were 78 passengers and 
five crewmembers on the train 
when it derailed, according to 
Amtrak. The southbound lanes of 
Interstate 5 were blocked by the 
train. 

Chris Thomas, spokesman for 
Providence St. Peter Hospital 
in Olympia, said his facility had 
received about a dozen patients 
as of 9:25 a.m. “We’ve had three 
critical patients out of about a 
dozen that we’ve received so far,” 
Thomas said. The wreck occurred 
between Olympia and Tacoma, so 
emergency medical responders 
were transporting patients to vari¬ 
ous area hospitals, he said. 

Madigan Army Medical Center 
was serving as the primary hos¬ 
pital receiving patients from the 


train wreck, a spokeswoman said, 
although as of 9 a.m., the army 
hospital had not released infor¬ 
mation on the number of patients 
received. 

Amtrak tweeted that it was train 
No. 501 on an inaugural run that 
derailed; it left Seattle for Port¬ 
land at 6 a.m. 

According to WSDOT, the 
train was running down a new 
bypass created to avoid slow 
curves and “single-track tunnels 
on the BNSF Railway mainline 
tracks near Point Defiance and 


along southern Puget Sound.” 

The project rerouted passenger 
trains to an inland route on an ex¬ 
isting rail line that runs along the 
west side of 1-5 through south Ta¬ 
coma, Lakewood and DuPont and 
then reconnects back to the BNSF 
Railway mainline near Nisqually. 

Monday morning was the first 
time Amtrak trains used the new 
Point Defiance Bypass route. It 
was the culmination of a $181 mil¬ 
lion project that began in 2010. 

A new Amtrak station also 
opened in Tacoma. The change 


would reduce the length of the trip 
by 10 minutes and separate Am¬ 
trak trains from freight lines that 
frequently cause delays on the 
Point Defiance route. 

Last week, Joint Base Lewis- 
McChord posted a warning on 
Twitter saying, “trains traveling 
about 80 miles per hour begin 
running on the tracks along the 
JBLM1-5 corridor on Dec. 18.” 

WSDOT doesn’t have any theory 
yet about what caused the derail¬ 
ment, said Janet Matkin, spokes¬ 
woman for the WSDOT’s rail 


division. There are no switches or 
road crossings in the immediate 
area, she said. However, the cor¬ 
ridor in general passes through 
many neighborhoods and roads. 

“We’re still trying to figure out 
the cause,” Matkin said. Accord¬ 
ing to The Associated Press, a U.S. 
official said there may have been 
an obstruction on the track. 

Chris Karnes, a transit and train 
advocate from Tacoma, was head¬ 
ing to Portland to do some Christ¬ 
mas shopping with his boyfriend. 
He said he was in the train’s third 
or fourth car. 

Karnes said the train seemed to 
be traveling normally at about 79 
mph, the operational speed along 
that stretch of track. Then he felt 
the train track. 

“It was a split second between 
that and being launched into the 
seats in front of us. Those really 
cushioned the blow for us,” he 
said. 

During the collision, Karnes’ 
train car “careened off an em¬ 
bankment,” he said. “We could 
hear crumpling and crashing and 
screaming from people. The lights 
went out,” he said. 

Karnes said he and other pas¬ 
sengers had to kick out a window 
to get out of the train and jump 
into some bushes onto an embank¬ 
ment that led down to Interstate 5. 


Outage: Georgia Power says fire in 
underground electrical facility to blame 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

A sudden power outage that 
Georgia Power said was caused by 
a fire in an underground electri¬ 
cal facility brought the airport to a 
standstill Sunday at about 1 p.m. 

All outgoing flights were halted, 
and arriving planes were held on 
the ground at their point of depar¬ 
ture. International flights were di¬ 
verted, officials said. 

Delta Air Lines, with its biggest 
hub in Atlanta, was hardest hit. 
By Sunday evening, Delta had al¬ 
ready canceled nearly 900 flights 
and another 300 Monday, nearly 
all of them in Atlanta, according to 
tracking service flightaware.com. 

Robert Mann, an aviation con¬ 
sultant and former American Air¬ 
lines executive, said it likely will be 
Tuesday before Delta’s operations 
in Atlanta return to normal, and 
for passengers, “it could be most 
of the week” because there aren’t 
many open seats on other flights 
in the last week before Christmas. 

One bit of good news, according 
to Mann: Delta has more spare 


planes and available crews in At¬ 
lanta than anywhere else, which 
should help it to recover. 

Delta customers flying to or 
from Atlanta can make a one-time 
change to travel plans without in¬ 
curring a $200 change fee. The 
airline also encouraged travelers 
not to pick up their bags Monday 
because of anticipated congestion 
at the airport. 

Still, when flights at Atlanta 
were grounded for most of one day 
last spring, it took Delta five days 
—and about 4,000 canceled flights 
— before it fully recovered. 

Other airlines also canceled 
flights for the rest of Sunday. 
American Airlines canceled 24 
departures and an equal num¬ 
ber of arrivals, said spokesman 
Ross Feinstein. The airline also 
diverted three planes that were 
headed to Atlanta when the outage 
struck. 

The city of Atlanta provided 
shuttle service to the Georgia 
Convention Center on Sunday for 
travelers needing a place to stay. 
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Trump unveils 
‘America First’ 
security strategy 



President Donald Trump talks with reporters Saturday as he departs from the South Lawn of the White 
House via Marine One in Washington to spend the weekend at Camp David in Maryland. 

Trump irked by disclosure 
of email, not firing Mueller 


By Jonathan Lemire 
and Hope Yen 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump outlined a new 
national security strategy Mon¬ 
day that refocuses the U.S.’s re¬ 
lationship with the rest of the 
world, essentially implementing 
his “America First” mantra on a 
global scale. 

It envisions nations in constant 
competition, reverses Obama-era 
warnings on climate change, and 
affirms that the U.S. will defend 
its sovereignty unilaterally, even 
if that means risking existing 
agreements with other countries 
that have dominated U.S. foreign 
policy since the Cold War. 

The Republican president 
detailed his plan Monday, one 
that, if fully implemented, could 
sharply alter U.S. international 
relationships. 

The plan is to focus on four 
main themes: protecting the 
homeland; promoting American 
prosperity; demonstrating peace 
through strength; and advancing 
American influence in an ever- 
competitive world. 

Trump’s doctrine holds that 
nation states are in perpetual 
competition and that the U.S. 
must fight on all fronts to protect 
and defend its sovereignty from 
friend and foe alike. While the 
administration often says that 
“America First” does not mean 


By Hope Yen 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Democratic 
Sen.-elect Doug Jones says he 
doesn’t think President Donald 
Trump should resign over allega¬ 
tions of sexual misconduct, echo¬ 
ing the White House’s position 
that voters already have spoken 
on the issue. 

“I don’t think the president 
ought to resign at this point. We’ll 
see how things go, but certainly 
those allegations are not new, and 
he was elected with those allega¬ 
tions at front center,” said Jones, 
whose upset win in last week’s 
Alabama special election was due 
in large part to allegations that his 
Republican opponent, Roy Moore, 
70, had engaged in sexual miscon¬ 
duct with teenage girls as a deputy 
district attorney in his 30s. 

During the 2016 campaign, 
Trump, himself, faced multiple 
accusations of sexual harassment 
from women he branded as liars. 
In recent weeks, however, Nikki 
Haley, the U.S. ambassador to 
the United Nations, has said the 
women deserve to be heard, and 
a group of Democratic senators 


“America Alone,” the national 
security strategy presented by 
Trump makes clear that the U.S. 
will stand up for itself even if 
that means acting unilaterally or 
alienating others on issues like 
trade, climate change and immi¬ 
gration, according to people fa¬ 
miliar with the strategy. 

The last such strategy docu¬ 
ment, prepared by then-President 
Barack Obama in 2015, declared 
climate change an “urgent and 
growing threat to our national se¬ 
curity.” A senior official said the 
Trump plan removes that deter¬ 
mination — following the admin¬ 
istration’s threat to pull out of the 
Paris climate accord — but will 
mention the importance of envi¬ 
ronmental stewardship. 

Despite the risk of potential 
isolation presented by Trump’s 
strategy, its fundamentals are not 
a surprise. The Associated Press 
last week reviewed excerpts of a 
late draft of the roughly 70-page 
document and spoke to two peo¬ 
ple familiar with it. 

The draft emphasizes that U.S. 
economic security is national 
security and that economic se¬ 
curity must be ensured with 
military might. And they said it 
would stress the U.S. is interested 
only in relationships with other 
countries, including alliances 
like NATO, that are fair and 
reciprocal. 


including Kirsten Gillibrand of 
New York have called on Trump 
to resign. 

But on Sunday, Jones noted that 
the accusations against Trump 
had surfaced before the 2016 
presidential election. 

“I think we need to move on 
and not get distracted by those 
issues,” said Jones, 63, a former 
prosecutor who became the first 
Democrat elected to represent Al¬ 
abama in the Senate in a quarter- 
century. “Let’s get on with the 
real issues that are facing people 
of this country right now.” 

Making his first Sunday talk 
show appearances since his win, 
Jones said he looked forward to 
meeting with Trump. Jones said 
he believed his own mandate was 
to avoid rigid partisan positions 
in favor of compromise and “get¬ 
ting things done,” even if it meant 
coming across as “pure pie-in-the- 
sky” and sometimes disappointing 
some of his core constituents. 

He insisted that he’ll leave “all 
the options on the table” when it 
comes to his votes next year in 
a politically divided Washington 
on issues from immigration to 
infrastructure. 


By Jonathan Lemire 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump says he is not con¬ 
sidering firing special counsel 
Robert Mueller, but he’s plenty 
upset about the way the Russia 
probe investigator obtained and 
is using thousands of emails sent 
and received by senior Trump 
transition officials. 

The president said of the 
emails, “I can’t imagine there’s 
anything on ’em, frankly. Be¬ 
cause, as we said, there’s no col¬ 
lusion” with Russia during last 
year’s campaign. But he said the 
way Mueller got them was “not 
looking good; it’s quite sad.” 

Trump was asked about the 
emails Sunday after the disclo¬ 
sure that Mueller’s team had 
obtained them from the General 
Services Administration, a fed¬ 
eral agency that stored the mate¬ 
rial, rather than requesting them 
from Trump’s presidential transi¬ 
tion organization. 

The GSA improperly provided 
the records, asserted Kory Lang- 
hofer, general counsel of Trump’s 
still-existing transition group, 
Trump for America. Mueller’s 
team has been “actively using” 
the emails in its investigation, 
Langhofer said. 

Trump, himself, has been 
harshly critical of Mueller’s 
probe of Russian activities dur¬ 
ing the 2016 campaign. But when 
asked if he was planning to fire 
the former FBI director, Trump 
said, “I’m not.” 

The emails in question were 
provided to Mueller’s team by the 
GSA in September in response to 
requests from the FBI, but the 
transition team didn’t learn about 
it until last week, Langhofer said 


in a letter sent to the Republican 
heads of two congressional com¬ 
mittees, the House Oversight and 
Senate Homeland Security pan¬ 
els. A copy of the letter was ob¬ 
tained by the AR 

Langhofer said the transition 
organization considers the docu¬ 
ments private and privileged — 
and not government property. 

The tens of thousands of emails 
pertain to 13 senior Trump tran¬ 
sition officials. Some of the emails 
include national security discus¬ 
sions about possible administra¬ 
tion international aims as well as 
candid assessments of candidates 
for top government posts, accord¬ 
ing to people familiar with the 
transition. They spoke to The As¬ 
sociated Press on condition of an¬ 
onymity because of the records’ 
sensitivity. 

Among the officials who used 
the accounts was former National 
Security Adviser Michael Flynn, 
who pleaded guilty to making 
false statements to FBI agents in 
January and is cooperating with 
Mueller’s investigation. Trump 
fired Flynn in February. The 
White House says that was for 
misleading senior administration 
officials about his contacts with 
Russia’s ambassador to the U.S. 

Still, it’s unclear how broadly 
revelatory the emails will be 
for Mueller. Several high-level 
Trump advisers sometimes used 
other email accounts, including 
their campaign accounts, to com¬ 
municate about transition issues 
between Election Day and the 
inauguration. 

Flynn attorney Robert Kel- 
ner declined to comment. Jay 
Sekulow, an attorney on Trump’s 
personal legal team, referred 
questions to the transition group. 
Spokespeople for GSA didn’t re¬ 


spond to AP’s emailed requests 
for comment. 

The special counsel’s office 
also obtained at least one iPad 
as well as laptops and cellphones 
that were used by the transition, 
but prosecutors have assured the 
transition that investigators have 
not pulled emails or other data 
from those devices, Langhofer 
said. 

He said that a GSA official ap¬ 
pointed by Trump in May had 
assured the transition in June 
that any request for records 
from Mueller’s office would be 
referred to the transition’s attor¬ 
neys. According to Langhofer, 
the assurance was made by then- 
GSA General Counsel Richard 
Beckler, who was hospitalized in 
August and has since died. 

But another GSA official pres¬ 
ent for the conversation told 
BuzzFeed News that there was 
nothing improper about the dis¬ 
closure of the emails to Mueller’s 
team. The GSA has provided of¬ 
fice space and other aid to presi¬ 
dential transitions in recent years 
and typically houses electronic 
transition records in its computer 
system. 

GSA Deputy Counsel Lenny 
Loewentritt, whom Langhofer 
blames along with other GSA 
career staff for providing the 
transition documents to the FBI, 
told BuzzFeed that Beckler didn’t 
make a commitment that requests 
from law enforcement for materi¬ 
als would be routed through tran¬ 
sition lawyers. 

Transition officials signed 
agreements that warn them that 
materials kept on the government 
servers are subject to monitor¬ 
ing and auditing, Loewentritt told 
BuzzFeed, and there’s no expec¬ 
tation of privacy. 


Sen.-elect: Trump shouldn’t 
quit over misconduct claims 
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Federal workers likely to take a wage hit 


By Joe Davidson 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration’s consideration of 
a wage freeze for federal employ¬ 
ees is one piece of a renewed, mul¬ 
tifront Republican push to shrink 
those workers’ 
ANALYSIS pay, benefits and 
workforce. 

That effort 
has been around for years, but it 
now has an intellectual champion 
in the White House, and I don’t 
mean President Donald Trump. 

Confidential administration 
information released last week 
by Sen. Claire McCaskill, of Mis¬ 
souri, the leading Democrat on 
the Senate Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs Com¬ 
mittee, revealed an administra¬ 
tion proposal to freeze federal 
salaries in fiscal 2019. That is 
the third piece in a pattern that 


includes Trump’s 2018 budget 
proposal to cut the employer con¬ 
tribution to retirement benefits 
and the House Republican plan 
to have retirees pay more out of 
pocket for their health insurance. 

Congress did not approve the 
last two recommendations, and 
the pay freeze, which Trump can 
impose, is not beyond the leaked- 
document stage. Yet the propos¬ 
als lurk, likely to re-emerge in 
future budget plans after having 
long percolated in conservative 
circles. 

Now, with James Sherk — a 
chief proponent of the notion that 
federal workers are overpaid — 
serving as Trump’s labor adviser, 
the proposals stand their best 
chance yet of becoming policies 
that dig deep into federal employ¬ 
ees’ pockets. 

Sherk, a labor economist, joined 
Trump’s team early this year 
after working for the conserva¬ 


tive Heritage Foundation. His co¬ 
authored report, “Why It Is Time 
to Reform Compensation for Fed¬ 
eral Employees,” was published 
by Heritage just days after the 
2016 Republican National Con¬ 
vention nominated Trump. The 
bottom line: Feds would get less 
pay and benefits for more work. 

“Our paper was intended to 
serve as a framework for any 
candidate or elected official who 
wants to improve the way the 
federal government operates and 
offer more competitive options 
to federal employees,” Rachel 
Greszler, a Heritage economist 
who wrote the report with Sherk, 
said by email Friday. 

“Reform” really does not con¬ 
vey the serious bite of their pro¬ 
posals. The central thesis is that 
federal workers are overcom¬ 
pensated compared with those in 
the private sector. They outlined 
a plan to cut those costs — a blue¬ 


print that Sherk can now follow 
from a position of influence in 
the White House — “to the extent 
that the administration is will¬ 
ing to take on the labor policies 
that Sherk has spent much of his 
career championing,” Greszler 
said. 

Those policies face fierce op¬ 
position from Democrats and fed¬ 
eral employee organizations. 

Policies like Sherk’s “under¬ 
mine the value this country plac¬ 
es on public service by targeting 
the income security of those who 
carry it out,” said Richard G. 
Thissen, president of the National 
Active and Retired Federal Em¬ 
ployees Association. 

“Whether caring for our vet¬ 
erans, responding to disasters or 
just ensuring the day-to-day oper¬ 
ation of democratic government, 
the work these individuals do is 
vital to our country, and it should 
be rewarded, not devalued.” 


The paper did not call for a 
pay freeze, but Greszler’s email 
said that “without congressional 
action, it is the administration’s 
only tool. While a freeze alone 
doesn’t help achieve a more com¬ 
petitive pay structure (because 
the current system massively 
overcompensates lower-skilled 
workers and provides little to no 
compensation premium for the 
highest-skilled workers), it could 
serve as a bargaining tool for 
more comprehensive congressio¬ 
nal action.” 

Rather than making the gov¬ 
ernment a model employer, the 
proposals would unite Uncle Sam 
with employee-regressive busi¬ 
ness practices designed to maxi¬ 
mize profits. But Sam is in the 
business of service, not propel¬ 
ling profits. 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee, second from right, laughs as he talks with Golden State 
Warriors General Manager Bob Myers, left, during the first half of a college basketball 
game between San Francisco and Gonzaga in San Francisco last January. 


San Francisco 
mayor Ed Lee 
remembered 
for love of life 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — San Francisco 
Mayor Ed Lee was remembered Sunday for 
his humility, integrity and infectious smile 
during a public celebration of his life at City 
Hall, attended by family members, former 
staff, politicians and residents. 

Lee, who died last week at age 65, had 
a love of life and a devotion to public ser¬ 
vice, said Gov. Jerry Brown, one of several 
prominent Democrats who spoke during 
the ceremony. 

“I never saw him down,” Brown said. 
“Every time you saw him, he was happy, he 
was expressing a very upbeat attitude.” 

Lee, also a Democrat, was San Francis¬ 
co’s first Asian-American mayor and a for¬ 
mer civil rights lawyer who led the city out 
of recession and into an economic recovery 
driven by the technology industry. 

He died on Dec. 12 after collapsing the 
night before at a grocery store. The medical 
examiner’s office has not released a cause 
of death. 

Acting Mayor London Breed recalled the 
rapturous reception Lee received during 
an official visit to China, where his parents 
were born. 

“He was like a superstar, an icon,” she 
said. “Everywhere we went and to every¬ 
one we met, Lee was like Beyonce with a 
mustache.” 

Former Mayor Willie Brown said Lee 
had many qualities that made him better 
than his predecessors. 

“We were not always candid. Ed Lee was. 
We were not always diplomatic. Ed Lee 
was,” Brown said. 

One area in which Lee didn’t shine—tell¬ 
ing jokes. 


“He told terrible jokes,” said Brown, 
evoking laughter. “He laughed because 
he was trying to build enthusiasm for his 
jokes.” 

His daughters, Tania Lee and Brianna 
Lee, shared the microphone and remem¬ 
bered their father for his boundless energy 
when it came to serving San Francisco, 
whether it was by giving speeches, stuffing 
envelopes or waking up early on weekends 
to paint over graffiti. 

“It was absolute love for the city that 
kept him going,” Brianna Lee said. 

The women announced the formation of 
the Edmund M. Lee Community Fund that 
will continue to address issues important 
to the late mayor, including care for the 
homeless and fighting discrimination. 

Minority Leader Rep. Nancy Pelosi 
and Sen. Dianne Feinstein, both from San 
Francisco, also eulogized Lee. 

Lee “leaves an enduring, inspiring lega¬ 
cy that generations of San Franciscans will 
enjoy,” Pelosi said. 

The memorial also was marked with mu¬ 
sical performances, including a choir and a 
pretaped segment of Tony Bennett singing, 
“I left my heart in San Francisco.” 



Scott Strazzante, the San Francisco Chronicle/AP 


Lee’s widow, Anita, is comforted by 
California Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom before 
the service celebrating the life of her 
husband on Sunday in San Francisco. 


Palin’s son again 
faces domestic 
violence charges 

Los Angeles Times 

Track Palin, the oldest son of former 
Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, was arrested Sat¬ 
urday in Wasilla, Alaska, on charges of do¬ 
mestic violence. It marks the second time 
he’s been arrested on suspicion of domestic 
violence in two years. 

Palin, 28, was arraigned Sunday morn¬ 
ing on three counts: felony burglary, 
misdemeanor reckless assault and misde¬ 
meanor criminal mischief for causing up 
to $500 in property damage, according to 
online court records. 

Further details were not immediately 
available. The felony burglary charge 
indicates Palin is accused of hurting or 
attempting to hurt someone while commit¬ 
ting burglary. 

Local police and prosecutors did not re¬ 
spond to messages seeking more informa¬ 
tion Sunday. 

No attorney was listed for Palin on the 
court docket, and no details were given 
about his bond status. 

Representatives for the Palin fam¬ 
ily could not be immediately reached for 
comment. 

Palin also was arrested in 2016 on do¬ 
mestic violence-related charges, including 
misdemeanor assault and interfering with 
a domestic violence report, according to 
court records. 

He took a plea deal that resulted in 
some of the charges being dismissed, and 
he pleaded guilty to possessing a firearm 
while intoxicated, a misdemeanor. 

Sarah Palin ran for vice president on a 
Republican ticket with Sen. John McCain, 
of Arizona, in 2008. During a January 2016 
rally in support of President Donald Trump, 
Sarah Palin suggested Track’s problems 
stemmed from post-traumatic stress dis¬ 
order he developed after a military deploy¬ 
ment in Iraq. 
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UFO claims put ex-Navy 
aviator in spotlight 



Andres Kudacki/AP 


Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr. discusses the repatriation of three ancient 
sculptures during a news conference Friday in New York. Stolen from a temple during 
the Lebanese civil war, the sculptures, from left, the “Calf Bearer,” the “Bull’s Head” 
and the “Torso,” are being returned to their rightful owners in Lebanon. 

Prosecutors turn treasure 
hunters in repatriation effort 


By Colleen Long 

AND VERENA DOBNIK 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The lawmen who 
knocked on the door of Helen Fioratti’s 
Park Avenue apartment this fall weren’t 
hunting for a fugitive or a stash of drugs. 
They were after her coffee table. 

The small table was topped with a col¬ 
orful marble mosaic that was once part of 
an ornate ship built by the Roman emperor 
Caligula, and its seizure was part of an ag¬ 
gressive campaign by Manhattan District 
Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr. to repatriate 
antiquities believed to have been illegally 
looted. 

Sleuthing by Vance’s staff also led to sei¬ 
zures of ancient objects this year from the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, Christie’s 
auction house and a respected European 
art fair. 

The prosecutor is well positioned for 
such work in a city that’s considered the 
U.S. epicenter of antiquities sales, fueled 
by New York’s concentration of wealth, 
galleries and notable museums. At a news 
conference Friday, Vance announced he 
was forming a new anti-trafficking unit 
that will expand work the office is already 
doing to recover looted items. 

The unit, made up of lawyers, a parale¬ 
gal and a team of antiquities trafficking 
analysts, will be tasked with scrutinizing 
the tips the office receives from scholars 
and others about the origins of items held 
by the city’s dealers and collectors, and 
gathering the evidence they need to con¬ 
firm whether the treasures in question 
were obtained legally. 

Vance made the announcement in a cer¬ 
emony in which three statues dating to 
the 3rd, 4th and 6th centuries B.C. were 
returned to Lebanon. The statues, worth 
more than $5 million, were excavated from 
a temple and stolen during the Lebanese 
Civil War that began in 1975. 

“When you put a price tag on these ar¬ 
tifacts, it is all too easy to forget that these 
are not just valuable collector’s items. These 
are rare, celebrated remnants of entire civ¬ 
ilizations’ culture and history,” Vance said. 

In some cases, the seized artifacts were 
purchased legally long ago by people who 
had no inkling they essentially had been 
stolen by treasure hunters. 

Fioratti, whose mosaic was confiscated, 


said she purchased it more than 40 years 
ago while living in Italy. She was told the 
piece had been owned by a member of the 
aristocratic Barberini family. The sale was 
brokered by an Italian art historian known 
for his work recovering art stolen by the 
Nazis. 

“It was an innocent purchase,” she said. 
“We were very happy with it. We loved it. 
We had it for years and years, and people 
always complimented us on it.” 

The mosaic, which dated to A.D. 35, was 
once part of the inlaid marble floor of a 
Caligula-commissioned pleasure ship for 
Lake Nemi, outside Rome. After his assas¬ 
sination, the vessel sank and remained un¬ 
derwater for nearly 2,000 years until it was 
excavated in the 1920s. The mosaic was 
displayed at a museum that later was used 
as a World War II bomb shelter. It even¬ 
tually was destroyed or damaged by fire, 
leaving the piece that ended up in Fioratti’s 
apartment as one of the few known intact 
artifacts of its kind. 

While angry about the seizure, Fioratti, 
an antiques dealer by profession, said she 
didn’t fight it because “it costs a fortune to 
fight with Italy” and could take years. 

“That’s why we don’t deal with an¬ 
tiquities,” she said of her own gallery, 
L’Antiquaire and the Connoisseur. “There’s 
just no good way of knowing it isn’t stolen.” 

It was returned to Italy in October. 

Manhattan prosecutors in October seized 
an ancient limestone bas-relief on display 
at a fair for European art, prompting loud 
objections from the London dealer who 
noted that before entering private hands, 
the piece had been on display for decades 
at a museum in Montreal. It initially was 
unearthed in an Iranian ruin in the 1930s. 

Other items seized by Vance’s office this 
year included a wine vessel dating to about 
360-350 B.C. that had been displayed at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and a fish 
plate made about the same time being auc¬ 
tioned at Christie’s. The objects both were 
forfeited willingly once the owners were 
presented with the evidence that they had 
been stolen from Italy. 

Also returned to Italy in the past year 
were a bronze warrior dating to the 8th 
century B.C., a drinking cup decorated 
with two goats butting heads from the 4th 
century B.C., and an oil flask depicting a 
man holding a plate of fruit, dating to 340 
B.C. 


By Chris Cassidy 

Boston Herald 

A former Navy fighter pilot from New 
Hampshire is in the national spotlight 
over his claims of an unexplained encoun¬ 
ter with a suspected UFO over the Pacific 
Ocean more than a decade ago. 

“It looked like a flying Tic Tac with in¬ 
credible capabilities,” retired Cmdr. David 
Fravor of Windham, N.H., told the Herald 
on Sunday of his mysterious encounter in 
2004. “I’d say I doubt it was something 
we developed — Earthlings, people of this 
planet.” 

Except for military and intelligence de¬ 
briefs, Fravor kept his bizarre experience 
largely to himself since that day. 

But the calls started flooding in after 
Fravor’s real-life “X-Files” episode was 
featured in Sunday’s New York Times. 
He’s been contacted by ABC News and the 
Daily Mail of London — and fielded plenty 
of good-natured ribbing from friends. He 
was asked to be on “Good Morning Ameri¬ 
ca” on Monday. 

“I honestly don’t think they’ll ever get to 
the bottom of what we saw,” Fravor said. 
“I think they should put an effort into it. 
We’d be foolish not to, honestly. To think of 
an infinite universe with multiple galaxies 
and we’re the only ones out there? That’s a 
pretty lonely place, isn’t it?” 

It was Nov. 14, 2004, sometime between 
noon and 2 p.m., “not a cloud in the sky,” 
Fravor recalled, when he and the other pi¬ 
lots in his squadron were diverted from a 
training mission to investigate a U.S. Navy 
cruiser’s report of a strange craft at 80,000 
feet suddenly dropping and hovering at 
20,000 feet. 

Fravor described a 40-foot-long oval ob¬ 
ject with no wings nor a plume from any 
engine — the “flying Tic Tac” — randomly 
moving around. 


By Melissa Etehad 

AND ALENE TCHEKMEDYIAN 

Los Angeles Times 

MONTECITO, Calif. — Every morning 
and every night during her family vacation 
in snowy Colorado, Sonia Behrman pulled 
up the live security footage of her Monte- 
cito home. 

Sometimes she’d see a handful of fire¬ 
fighters, with hoses, moving about. Other 
times, a fire truck parked in the driveway. 
In every stream for seven days, her home 
was still standing. 

But on Saturday morning, the feed on 
her cellphone screen cut out. 

Either their internet went out, her hus¬ 
band said, or their house burned down. 

The Behrmans learned Sunday morning 
that it was the latter. That despite a heroic 
battle by firefighters that left more than a 
thousand homes unscathed by the relent¬ 
less Thomas fire, their large hillside resi¬ 
dence in Southern California was reduced 
to charred walls and piles of rubble. 

“My whole inside just went numb,” Beh¬ 
rman, 39, said of receiving a text from her 
stepson, who saw their home on the news. 
“My sister had to sit me on the couch. I felt 
like I was going to faint.” 

Despite her family’s heartbreak, the de- 


“It wasn’t an airplane,” said Fravor. 

Fravor cut his F/A-18 across to approach 
the unidentified flying object, getting to 
within a mile. 

“Then, all of a sudden, it just acceler¬ 
ates and — poof! — it’s gone,” Fravor said, 
adding that the otherworldly ship jammed 
their radar. “It accelerated beyond any air¬ 
plane we have. I’ve seen just about every¬ 
thing and there’s nothing I know of that we 
were making at that time that has that kind 
of performance.” 

Fravor resumed the training mission, 
only to be informed that the UFO had re¬ 
turned. By the time Fravor and his squad¬ 
ron arrived, however, it was gone. 

“We all knew it was weird and we were 
all trying to figure out what it was,” Fra¬ 
vor said. “We didn’t know if someone was 
going to talk to us or not. No one said a 
word about it.” 

Five years later, he was contacted by 
“someone from an intelligence agency,” 
declining to name the person or the gov¬ 
ernment department. 

Pilots have been reporting unexplained 
objects in the sky since the dawn of avia¬ 
tion, calling them “foo fighters” and later 
UFOs. 

The New York Times reported Sunday 
that the Defense Department spent $22 
million per year on the Advanced Aero¬ 
space Threat Identification Program, in¬ 
vestigating strange airborne phenomena. 
The Pentagon said in a statement that the 
UFO program was halted in about 2012 
because “there were other, higher-priority 
issues that merited funding.” 

Experts remained skeptical Sunday that 
Fravor’s encounter provides any evidence 
of the existence of aliens. One astrophysi¬ 
cist contacted by the Herald declined to 
comment, saying he “would rather not con¬ 
tribute to spreading these silly stories.” 


struction in Montecito during the weekend 
was relatively light, a testament to days 
of preparation by firefighters bracing for 
powerful winds that sent the blaze raging 
through the hills of the picturesque coastal 
town. Just two homes were destroyed, and 
seven others damaged. 

“It could have been a lot worse,” said 
Santa Barbara County Fire Capt. Dave Za- 
niboni. “We could have easily lost firefight¬ 
ers or had more homes destroyed. It was a 
great effort by firefighters.” 

Winds persisted Sunday morning, with 
gusts topping 70 mph in mountain areas in 
the fire zone and 50 mph on the Ventura 
County coast. But they calmed as the day 
wore on, allowing fire crews to mop up hot 
spots and to remove dry vegetation by the 
homes they’d saved in Montecito. 

In Ventura County, firefighters concen¬ 
trated their forces in the hills above Fill¬ 
more, where the wildfire stayed within the 
containment lines despite the increase in 
winds. 

By Sunday evening, the wildfire had 
grown to 270,000 acres and led 104,607 
people to flee their homes, authorities said. 
More than 8,500 firefighters have battled 
the blaze, the largest mobilization of fire 
crews to fight any wildfire in California his¬ 
tory. The firefight has cost $123.8 million. 


‘Great effort’ saves hundreds of 
homes from fire in Calif, town 
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THE LAST LIVI NG DEF ENDANT 

Inside the race to deport a 94-year-old Nazi guard Mfl 



Photos by Celeste SLOMAN/The Washington Post 


Rabbi Zev Friedman, at his home in Lawrence, N.Y., is among those demanding 
removal of Jakiw Palij, 94. 



By Debbie Cenziper 
and Scott Nover 

The Washington Post 

NEW YORK 
he last surviving Nazi collabora¬ 
tor ordered to leave American soil 
lives in a red brick Queens, NY., 
rowhouse on a bustling stretch 
of 89th Street, just around the comer 
from a Chipotle with a distant view of the 
Manhattan skyline. 

It has been 14 years since a federal court 
in New York stripped Jakiw Palij of his U.S. 
citizenship for concealing his service as 
an armed guard in a brutal labor camp in 
eastern Poland, where 6,000 Jewish prison¬ 
ers were later shot in pits on a single day in 
1943. An immigration judge ordered Palij 
deported to Germany, Poland, Ukraine or 
any other country that would take him. 

But the three countries have repeatedly 
declined to accept him, allowing Palij, 94, 
to spend his retirement in the comfortable 
Jackson Heights neighborhood where he 
has lived for years, with bicycles hitched to 
street signs and Christmas wreaths tacked 
to front doors. 

Now, in a race against time, lawmakers 
and Jewish groups have been mounting 
pressure on the Trump administration to 
remove him. Legislators have written let¬ 
ters to the State and Justice departments, 
and protesters have regularly gathered out¬ 
side Palij’s house with signs that read, “His 
hands are drenched in blood.” Two mem¬ 
bers of Congress are pushing for a hearing. 

Since 2005, eight Nazi collaborators 
under deportation orders have died on U.S. 
soil after being rejected by their native 
countries and Germany. A ninth died a few 
months after the U.S. government launched 
a deportation case; Germany had already 
declined to take him. 

The cases — in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, 
Illinois, Michigan, New York, Massachu¬ 
setts and Missouri — wound through the 
court system for years, involving more than 
25 federal prosecutors. 

Palij is the last living defendant. 

Pushback 

In September, every member of the New 
York congressional delegation penned a 
letter to Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, 
demanding that he step in before Palij dies 
here. More than 80 members of the New 
York State Assembly also have pushed for 
Palij’s deportation, sending a letter in June 
to Attorney General Jeff Sessions. 

“Victims of the Holocaust, the people liv¬ 
ing in Queens, families of veterans, I think 
for all of us, it is really painful and sad that 
... someone who stands in direct opposition 
to every value we have here in America of 
tolerance and risking lives against evil can 
live here for so many years, hiding in plain 
sight,” said Long Island Rabbi Zev Fried¬ 
man, who lost more than 200 family mem¬ 
bers in Poland during World War II. “It goes 
against everything that we believe in.” 

The demands to remove Palij have gener¬ 
ated a swift response from federal officials. 
In an October letter to Sen. Kirsten Gilli- 
brand, D-N.Y., the State Department said it 
had reached out again to the governments 
of Germany, Poland and Ukraine and was 
turned down. Senior officials in Berlin then 
pressed the issue with their counterparts at 
Germany’s Interior Ministry. 

“We remain hopeful that ongoing engage¬ 
ment with our allies will eventually result 
in Mr. Palij’s long overdue removal,” wrote 
Charles Faulkner, deputy assistant secre¬ 
tary at the State Department’s Bureau of 
Legislative Affairs. 


Last month, the Justice Department re¬ 
sponded to members of the New York State 
Assembly, with Assistant Attorney General 
Stephen Boyd writing, “The Department 
agrees fully that Palij should not live out his 
last days in this country.” 

Those pushing for Palij’s removal want 
the White House to get involved. 

“The 13 years that Mr. Palij has stayed 
in this country since he was stripped of his 
U.S. citizenship and ordered to be deported 
is 13 years too many,” said Senate Minor¬ 
ity Leader Charles Schumer, D-N.Y. “The 
State Department and the entire Trump 
administration ought to treat this with the 
attention it deserves and try everything at 
their disposal to carry out the court order 
and remove this former Nazi guard from 
our country.” 

‘Never a collaborator' 

Palij declined to comment when a Wash¬ 
ington Post reporter went to his home ear¬ 
lier this month. In 2003, he told The New 
York Times that he was forced into service 
and did not take part in any killings during 
the war. 

“I was never a collaborator,” Palij said. 

In court documents at the time, Palij’s 
lawyer wrote, “The government seeks to 
strip an infirm old man of his citizenship.” 

The case against Palij was brought by 
the Office of Special Investigations, or OSI, 
a former unit in the Justice Department’s 
criminal division that spent decades hunt¬ 
ing Nazi collaborators who had concealed 
their activities during the war, immigrated 
to the United States and, in most cases, 
gained U.S. citizenship. 

Federal law does not give the govern¬ 
ment jurisdiction over crimes committed 
abroad during World War II, but prosecu¬ 
tors can take defendants to federal court 
for denaturalization proceedings and then 
to an immigration judge for a deportation 
order. It is up to foreign governments to 
decide whether the defendants should be 
admitted. 

Prosecutors who worked at OSI said Ger¬ 
many bears most of the responsibility. 

“Germany has an obligation to take back 
people who were serving in the name of 
the German government,” said attorney 
Neal Sher, who led OSI from 1982 to 1994. 
“There is only one word that comes to mind 
that sums up and explains their attitude, 
and that is ‘duplicity.’ Time after time, they 
advanced ridiculous arguments as to why 
they could not take back people who had 
committed crimes in the name of the Ger¬ 
man people.” 

Over the years, nearly 30 Nazi defendants 
from the United States have gone back to 
Germany. Some were German citizens; oth¬ 
ers fled to Germany before they were de¬ 
naturalized in the United States. Most went 
on to live in freedom. Four were prosecut¬ 
ed, most notably former death camp guard 
John Demjanjuk, who was eventually con¬ 
victed of being an accessory in the murders 
of more than 28,000 people at the Sobibor 
camp in Nazi-occupied Poland. 

But Germany has turned away a series 
of other U.S. defendants. German officials, 
according to interviews and documents ob¬ 
tained by the Post, have told the U.S. govern¬ 
ment that they would admit only ex-Nazis 
who held German citizenship or those who 
had been criminally charged in Germany. 

Palij is from a Polish village in what is 
now Ukraine. In denying Palij, the German 
ambassador to the United States wrote in 
2006 that “the German Government be¬ 
lieves the responsibility for admitting such 
persons lies with the state whose citizenship 
they hold.” 


Germany’s stance has long frustrated 
Justice Department lawyers, who said 
they had to race against the clock to suc¬ 
cessfully pursue cases against elderly war 
criminals and then watch as one after an¬ 
other died on U.S. soil. 

“Germany has a moral responsibility to 
accept Jakiw Palij,” said former federal 
prosecutor Jonathan Drimmer, who over¬ 
saw Palij’s case in 2003. “Germany has 
made important steps in bringing people to 
justice within Germany, but the persistent 
refusal to take men like Palij is difficult to 
accept or defend.... If we want to stop geno¬ 
cide, we have to pursue the perpetrators 
until their last dying breath.” 

Sworn statement 

Palij immigrated to the United States in 
1949 after telling U.S. investigators that 
he had worked on his father’s farm during 
much of the war. He sailed into Boston, be¬ 
came a U.S. citizen and, in 1966, bought his 
house in Queens. 

He lived quietly for years until OSI his¬ 
torians found that Palij had served as an 
armed guard in Trawniki, Poland, which 
had a labor camp for Jewish men, women 
and children as well as a training camp 
for armed Nazi recruits who would spread 
out across Poland to guard concentration 
camps and Jewish ghettos. 

In 2001, Drimmer and an OSI investiga¬ 
tor showed up at Palij’s house, sat down at a 
dining room table and talked about Palij’s 
wartime activities, which Drimmer had 
listed on a yellow legal pad. 

At the end of the interview, Palij signed 
a sworn statement, acknowledging his ser¬ 
vice during the war. 

District Judge Allyne R. Ross stripped 
Palij of his citizenship in 2003, citing Palij’s 
statement and five volumes of historical 
documents submitted by prosecutors. Palij 


“does not submit a single affidavit affirming 
his innocence,” Ross wrote in her opinion. 

A year later, an immigration judge or¬ 
dered Palij to leave the country. 

Friedman, the rabbi from Long Island, 
has organized protests in front of Palij’s 
house every year since then. As the dean 
of Rambam Mesivta, a private Jewish high 
school on Long Island, Friedman has in¬ 
volved a generation of students. 

“It’s wildly unfair that this Nazi gets to 
evade justice and live in this great country 
for all these years, and thousands of people, 
Americans and Jews, all died,” said Avi 
Koenig, 15. “They couldn’t live their lives 
while he gets to.” 

In November, on the 79th anniversary 
of Kristallnacht — when violence against 
Jewish homes, businesses and synagogues 
swept Nazi Germany — Friedman and 
dozens of students stood in front of Palij’s 
house, chanting and holding signs that read, 
“Your neighbor is a Nazi.” 

Friedman has been organizing protests 
to deport Nazi war criminals for more than 
two decades. 

His parents met and fell in love on a 
forced-work detail at a factory near Krakow, 
Poland, during the war. At night, they were 
confined behind the barbed-wire fences 
of the Plaszow concentration camp, where 
thousands of people were shot and killed. 
After the war, newly orphaned, with more 
than 240 family members murdered, they 
married in a displaced-persons camp in 
Germany. Friedman’s mother wore a dress 
stitched out of a white American parachute 
that she shared with other brides. 

In his Long Island home, sitting near 
a portrait of his immigrant parents pos¬ 
ing next to a Torah rescued from the war, 
about 15 miles from Palij’s house in Queens, 
Friedman said it is long past time to bring 
Palij to justice. “Get him out,” Friedman 
said. “He doesn’t belong here.” 
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A year after Berlin 
attack, anger and 
questions remain 



Sophia Kembowski, dpa/AP 


Crosses and flowers are set up Monday in remembrance of the victims of the terrorist attack at the 
Christmas market at Breitscheidplatz square in Berlin, where a truck steered by Tunisian attacker Anis 
Amri rammed patrons, killing 12. 


By Frank Jordans 

Associated. Press 

BERLIN—Survivors and fam¬ 
ilies of the 12 people killed in last 
year’s Christmas market truck 
rampage at Breitscheidplatz 
square in Berlin met with Chan¬ 
cellor Angela Merkel for the first 
time Monday, amid continued 
anger at German authorities’ fail¬ 
ure to stop the attack and their 
handling of the aftermath. 

The closed-door meeting was 
announced earlier this month, 
shortly after the injured and be¬ 
reaved sent Merkel a blistering 
letter slamming the longtime 
German leader for not reaching 
out to them. 

“I know that some would have 
wanted such a meeting sooner,” 
Merkel said earlier Monday. “But 
it’s important to me to make clear 
today how much our feelings are 


with the relatives and the injured. 
Nothing can make up for this com¬ 
plete change in people’s lives, but 
still we will show sympathy and 
improve things where they need 
to be improved,” she said. 

In their letter, published by the 
German weekly Der Spiegel, the 
families cited numerous official 
inquiries and media reports that 
revealed how government agen¬ 
cies bungled the surveillance of 
the perpetrator — a Tunisian asy¬ 
lum-seeker and petty criminal 
who German police suspected had 
ties to Islamic extremists. 

Anis Amri, who died in a shoot¬ 
out with Italian police days after 
the attack, had been the subject 
of joint meetings by German se¬ 
curity agencies for months lead¬ 
ing up to the attack, but repeated 
opportunities to deport him were 
missed. Berlin police kept watch 


on him only during office hours 
on weekdays, even though he was 
known to deal drugs and night¬ 
time surveillance could have re¬ 
vealed sufficient criminal activity 
to detain him at length. 

Authorities obtained images 


from Amri’s phone but overlooked 
photos showing him with knives 
and a gun at a Berlin mosque fre¬ 
quented by Islamic extremists. 
Foreign intelligence agencies and 
German police informants warned 
security services that Amri, who 


used a dozen different identities, 
was planning an attack. 

“I keep being asked how this 
could happen,” said Kurt Beck, 
a former state governor who was 
appointed as a government liaison 
for the families. 


UK government begins thrashing out post-Brexit vision 


Associated Press 

LONDON — British Prime 
Minister Theresa May met Mon¬ 
day with senior ministers to begin 
thrashing out Britain’s plans for 
its long-term relationship with the 
European Union after Brexit. 

May met with her Brexit “war 
cabinet” to formally discuss what 
trade deal Britain wants with the 
EU—whether to stay aligned with 
the EU’s trade rules and maintain 
close economic ties with the bloc, 


Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG — South 
Africa’s ruling African National 
Congress has elected Cyril Ra- 
maphosa as its new president, 
making the nation’s deputy presi¬ 
dent likely to become the coun¬ 
try’s next head of state. 

One of the nation’s wealthi¬ 
est citizens, Ramaphosa, 65, has 
styled himself in recent months 
as a reformer who will steer 
South Africa away from the cor¬ 
ruption scandals that have hurt 
the economy and briefly sent it 
into recession this year. 

As the head of the ANC, Ra¬ 
maphosa will be the party’s can¬ 
didate for president in the 2019 
elections, which he is widely ex¬ 
pected to win. 

“Clearly, Ramaphosa has been 
the darling of the business com¬ 
munity,” said Daniel Silke, an 
independent political analyst. As 
the party’s new leader, Rama- 


or seek more flexibility so Britain 
could strike its own trade deals 
around the world. 

Among those who want more 
flexibility is Foreign Secretary 
Boris Johnson, who said that 
Britain would “have gone from a 
member state to a vassal state” if 
it continues to adhere to EU trade 
rules after Brexit. 

“What we need to do is some¬ 
thing new and ambitious, which 
allows zero tariffs and ff ictionless 


phosa will be seen as attempting 
to “revive prudent policy making 
in South Africa” and “stabilize 
the creaky ship of South African 
economy.” 

That is no small task. South 
Africa’s economy dipped into re¬ 
cession this year, rebounding to 
2.5 percent growth in the second 
quarter. Unemployment is ram¬ 
pant, hovering close to 30 percent, 
and the country is rated one of 
the most unequal societies in the 
world, where the top 10 percent of 
earners received 66 percent of the 
national income, according to the 
2018 World Inequality Report. 

Ramaphosa also inherits a 
party that has been riven by cor¬ 
ruption scandals, deeply damag¬ 
ing the organization’s reputation 
among South African voters and 
creating stark rifts within the 
party. Outgoing President Jacob 
Zuma’s second and final term as 
the ANC’s leader has ended after 
a scandal-ridden tenure that has 


trade but still gives us that impor¬ 
tant freedom to decide our own 
regulatory framework, our own 
laws and do things in a distinctive 
way in the future,” he told the Sun¬ 
day Times. 

Leaders of the EU’s 27 other 
nations last week declared Brexit 
talks could finally move to the 
next phase — specifically on their 
future relationship. For months of¬ 
ficials were preoccupied with the 
terms of divorce, including how 


seen a plummet in the popular¬ 
ity of Nelson Mandela’s liberation 
movement. 

Zuma’s term as South Africa’s 
head of state ends in 2019. It is not 
clear if Ramaphosa as the ANC’s 
new leader will call on Zuma to 
resign as the country’s president, 
which the party has the authority 


much Britain owed the EU. 

Brexit Secretary David Davis 
has said he wants Britain to adapt 
a tailor-made free trade deal with 
the EU that’s more substantive 
than the one Canada has with the 
bloc. But the EU’s chief Brexit ne¬ 
gotiator, Michel Bamier, insists 
Britain has to “realize there won’t 
be any cherry picking.” 

“No way. They have to face the 
consequences of their own deci¬ 
sion,” he told Britain’s Prospect 


Themba Hadebe/AP 


to do. 

The ANC fought to end apart¬ 
heid and has dominated the politi¬ 
cal landscape since then. But it has 
been paralyzed by internal fight¬ 
ing and is losing support among 
voters who are frustrated that it 
hasn’t delivered on the promise of 
a post-apartheid government. 


Magazine. 

May also outlined to Parlia¬ 
ment her plans for the two-year 
transition period Britain wants 
to implement after it leaves the 
EU in March 2019. May told law¬ 
makers that Britain wants its cur¬ 
rent access to European markets 
unchanged during the transition 
period — even though it would 
have formally left the EU’s single 
market and the customs union by 
then. 


Report: UK 
high-rise laws 
are inadequate 

Associated Press 

LONDON — A British official 
heading an investigation into Lon¬ 
don’s Grenfell Tower blaze that 
killed 71 people said she has been 
shocked by poor construction 
practices and inadequate building 
fire safety regulations that allow 
some builders to cut corners. 

In an interim report, Judith 
Hackitt said current regulations 
are too confusing and accountabil¬ 
ity for compliance is poor. She said 
Monday: “The mindset of doing 
things as cheaply as possible and 
passing on responsibility for prob¬ 
lems and shortcomings to others 
must stop.” 

The fire engulfed Grenfell 
Tower, a high-rise residential 
building in west London, in June. 
The flammable exterior cladding 
installed on the tower’s facade has 
been blamed for the rapid spread 
of the blaze. 



Newly elected African National Congress President Cyril Ramaphosa 
takes a selfie after it was announced that he had won the vote at the 
ANC’s elective conference in Johannesburg on Monday. 
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Austria swears in young leader amid protests 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — Sebastian Kurz was sworn 
in Monday as Austria’s new chancellor, 
making him Europe’s youngest leader at 
age 31, after his Austrian People’s Party 
formed a coalition with the nationalist 
Freedom Party that is expected to move 
the country’s politics to the right. 

About 6,000 people protested outside 
President Alexander Van der Bellen’s of¬ 
fice with signs like “we don’t want any 
Nazi pigs” and “Nazis out” as Kurz and his 
new Cabinet were sworn in, the dpa news 
agency reported. 

The two parties have pledged to tighten 
the country’s asylum and immigration reg¬ 


ulations while maintaining a firm commit¬ 
ment to the European Union. 

Kurz has moved his traditionally cen¬ 
trist party to the right, particularly on the 
issues of migration and Muslims, but has 
avoided the inflammatory rhetoric of the 
Freedom Party, which itself has publicly 
disassociated itself from decades of covert 
anti-Semitism, but continues to attract a 
neo-Nazi fringe. 

Political opponents have expressed par¬ 
ticular concern that the Freedom Party 
has control of the important Interior, De¬ 
fense and Foreign Ministries. Its leader, 
Heinz-Christian Strache, is now vice 
chancellor. 

Kurz served as foreign minister in the 


outgoing government led by Chancellor 
Christian Kern, a Social Democrat. He has 
stressed the importance of a pro-European 
direction and is expected to continue to 
take the lead on European issues even 
though the Freedom Party, which tradi¬ 
tionally has been strongly euroskeptic, will 
have the Foreign Ministry. 

Both Kurz’s conservatives and the 
Freedom Party campaigned on the need 
for tougher immigration controls, quick 
deportations of asylum-seekers whose 
requests are denied and a crackdown on 
radical Islam. 

A coalition agreement finalized Friday 
night pledged to bolster the country’s police 
forces with another 2,100 officers, as well 


as immigration policies that “can be sus¬ 
tained by the population.” The agreement 
also says asylum should only be offered to 
people “for the duration of their persecu¬ 
tion, who really need Austria’s help.” 

Other points include ending illegal mi¬ 
gration, cutting government bureaucracy, 
reducing taxes and creating a new national 
climate and energy strategy. 

In the new Cabinet, the Freedom Party 
has five ministers in addition to Strache 
and a deputy minister. 

Along with Kurz as chancellor, the 
People’s Party has seven ministers and 
one deputy, with responsibilities includ¬ 
ing the Finance, Economy and Justice 
Ministries. 



Hektor Pustina/AP 

Demonstrators confront riot police Monday in Tirana, Albania, during a protest against a vote to appoint 
a temporary prosecutor general. 


Albania protesters clash with 
police in push to stop vote 


By Llazar Semini 

Associated Press 

TIRANA, Albania — Albanian 
police clashed with opposition 
supporters who tried to force 
their way into parliament to dis¬ 
rupt a vote on the appointment 
of an interim prosecutor general 
Monday. 

About 3,000 demonstrators, 
holding EU and U.S. flags and 
shouting anti-government slo¬ 
gans, gathered outside parliament 
to condemn the selection of a tem¬ 
porary prosecutor general, which 
they say is unconstitutional. 

Riot police pushed back the pro¬ 
testers after they broke through 
a first security cordon outside 
parliament. The demonstrators 
threw smoke bombs toward offi¬ 
cers. Local media reported that 
several people have been injured. 

Opposition lawmakers also 
threw smoke bombs inside par¬ 
liament, but governing legisla¬ 
tors managed to hold the vote 


and elected Arta Marku as act¬ 
ing chief prosecutor with 69 votes 
from the ruling Socialist party. 
Two lawmakers voted against 
the appointment and two others 
abstained, while the opposition 
boycotted the vote. 

Marku’s brief swearing-in cer¬ 
emony after the vote was held 
under a cloud of smoke as well. 

“This is the beginning of the 
popular uprising,” main opposi¬ 
tion Democratic Party leader 
Lulzim Basha said before ending 
the protest but without explain¬ 
ing how it would continue. 

Basha’s predecessor in the 
post, Sali Berisha, who is also an 
Albanian ex-president and prime 
minister, mentioned “extermina¬ 
tion of the lawmakers’ mandates, 
which means no lawmaker will 
be a lawmaker anymore.” He 
didn’t make clear, however, how 
would that be done and what it 
will mean in practice. 

An interim prosecutor general 
is supported by the European 


Union and the U.S., which have 
helped Albania draft judicial 
reforms. The reforms, needed 
for the country’s bid to launch 
EU membership negotiations, 
already have started but a per¬ 
manent commission to appoint a 
prosecutor general hasn’t been 
created yet. 

Judicial corruption has plagued 
post-communist Albania, ham¬ 
pering its democratic processes. 
A justice system reform approved 
last year, aiming to ensure that 
judges and prosecutors are inde¬ 
pendent from politics, and to root 
out bribery, has just started its 
vetting, checking judges’ person¬ 
al and professional backgrounds. 

The opposition — made up 
of the center-right Democratic 
Party and the center-left Social¬ 
ist Movement for Integration 
— claims the parliament is not 
entitled to elect an interim prose¬ 
cutor general and should wait for 
the creation of the commission to 
do that. 


Tokyo’s baby panda 
makes appearance 


By Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — A baby panda made 
a special appearance Monday 
before Tokyo’s governor, a group 
of local schoolchildren and the 
media one day ahead of its of¬ 
ficial public debut, and quickly 
captured their hearts. 

Xiang Xiang, a 6-month-old 
female giant panda, will debut 
Tuesday in a limited public view¬ 
ing for avid fans who obtained 
tickets through a highly competi¬ 
tive lottery process. 

Xiang Xiang, or Fragrance in 
Chinese, was born June 12 to a 
resident panda at Tokyo’s Ueno 
Zoo and now weighs more than 26 
pounds. 

Tokyo Gov. Yuriko Koike 
smiled as she came out of the 
zoo’s panda house, telling report¬ 
ers that the baby panda was “just 
adorable.” 

“She climbed a tree and even 
showed us her cute little back,” 
Koike said. “I was very anxious to 
see how she could come down.” 

Clinging to the tree trunk with 
her tiny, sharp claws, Xiang Xiang 
slowly came down to the ground. 
She then played with a bamboo 



Yoshikazu Tsuno/AP 


Female giant panda cub Xiang 
Xiang eats bamboo Monday 
during a preview at the Ueno 
Zoological gardens in Tokyo. 

branch, putting it to her mouth, 
though she is still being breast¬ 
fed by her mother and won’t be 
able to eat solid food for another 
month or two. 

The zoo’s deputy director, Hi- 
rofumi Watabe, said the panda 
keepers have worked hard to en¬ 
sure the baby panda’s safety and 
health, and he was delighted to 
see her steady growth. 


Honduras president 
declared election winner 


Associated Press 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras — 
President Juan Orlando Hernan¬ 
dez was declared the winner of 
Honduras’ disputed election, but 
that did little to quell unrest from 
weeks of uncertainty as chal¬ 
lenger Salvador Nasralla called 
for more protests Monday and the 
Organization of American States 
proposed a redo of the vote. 

The OAS, which sent election 
observers to the country, issued 
a statement saying it was impos¬ 
sible to determine the outcome 
with enough certainty due to ir¬ 
regularities including “deliberate 
human intrusions into the com¬ 
puter system, intentional elimi¬ 


nation of digital traces,” opened 
ballot boxes and “extreme sta¬ 
tistical improbability regarding 
levels of participation within the 
same department,” combined 
with the narrow vote differential. 

“The only possible path for the 
winner to be the Honduran people 
is a new call for general elections. 
... Respecting democratic values 
and citizens is the necessary road 
to safeguard society from death 
and violence,” the OAS said. 

According to the court’s official 
count, Hernandez won with 42.95 
percent to 41.42 for Nasralla, who 
well before the announcement 
had challenged the result and 
said he would not recognize it. 
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By Doyle McManus 
Los Angeles Times 

Y ou’ve probably read plenty about 
what’s in the tax bill that House 
and Senate Republicans agreed to 
last week: A big cut in corporate 
taxes. Generous tax cuts for the wealthy, 
including a reduction of the top individual 
tax rate. More modest cuts for anyone who 
makes less than $200,000 or so. 

Equally striking is what’s missing. There 
are many different ways to cut taxes, but 
they all require making choices. Not ev¬ 
eryone benefits equally. 

This bill put corporate tax cuts first; 
that’s where roughly 70 percent of the ben¬ 
efits go. There’s not much in the bill for the 
working poor — those who earn less than 
$40,000 a year. Most of those folks pay no 
federal income tax, but they do pay Social 
Security and Medicare taxes, which were 
not cut. 

The tax bill doesn’t expand the Earned 
Income Tax Credit, part of the tax code that 
supplements the income of low-wage work¬ 
ers. A full-time single worker who earns 
the federal minimum wage of $14,500 a 
year currently gets an EITC of only $37; an 
increase would have made a difference. 

The EITC is beloved by Democrats. 
Some Republicans — including House 
Speaker Paul Ryan, of Wisconsin — sup¬ 
port it, too. But an expansion didn’t make 
it into this year’s bill. 

The working poor did get one break: 
Republican Sens. Marco Rubio, of Flor¬ 
ida, and Mike Lee, of Utah, insisted on 
an increase in the refundable part of the 
child tax credit. Under the bill, workers 
who don’t pay income taxes can claim up 
to $1,400 per child. (Workers who do pay 
taxes can claim $2,000 as long as their in¬ 
come is below $400,000.) 

But Rubio and Lee didn’t get the biggest 
change they wanted, which was to apply 


By Ed Rogers 

Special To The Washington Post 

E d O’Keefe and David Weigel’s re¬ 
cent story in The Washington Post 
on division within the Democratic 
Party makes an important point: 
“(F)rom immigration to banking reform 
to taxes to sexual harassment, many in the 
party say it does not have a unified mes¬ 
sage to spread around the country.” 

In my view, the Democratic Party is 
without an affirmative policy agenda. As a 
result, Democrats in the House and Senate 
and Democratic candidates everywhere 
are moving to the left. In particular, House 
Democrats are increasingly calling for 
President Donald Trump’s impeachment, 
while their Senate counterparts are call¬ 
ing for his resignation. It appears the left¬ 
ward lurch that Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., 
started has taken on a life of its own and is 
out of control. 

The Democrats’ last effort at having 
something positive to offer voters was a 
comical failure. Does anyone even remem¬ 
ber when House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., launched her “A Better 
Deal” campaign in July? Despite efforts to 
refresh the platform’s website, it appears 
that Pelosi has essentially abandoned it 
altogether. The word “fizzle” doesn’t even 
begin to capture its non-performance. 

However, after eight years of disheart¬ 
ening and debilitating low growth, Trump 
and Republicans in Congress have made a 
positive impact on the economy. Forecasts 
for the months ahead look good, consumer 
confidence is up, the repeal of net neutral¬ 
ity will return capitalism to the internet, 
stock market advances are contributing 


the credit to low-wage workers’ entire in¬ 
come. Under their proposal, a minimum- 
wage worker making $14,500 would get 
a $494 tax credit; under the current bill, 
she’ll get only $75, according to the liberal 
Center for Budget and Policy Priorities. 

Another missing item: President Donald 
Trump’s promise to get rid of the carried 
interest loophole. “Carried interest was un¬ 
fair, and it’s gone,” Trump said last spring. 

But that odious tax break isn’t gone. It’s 
just been tweaked a little. 

Under current law, when managers of 
private equity funds, venture capital funds 
and hedge funds reap a share of their inves¬ 
tors’ profits, they pay taxes at the low rate 
that applies to capital gains, not the higher 
rate that applies to ordinary income. 

Under the new law, the fund managers 
still get that break, as long as they hold the 
underlying investment for at least three 
years. Tax experts say most of the manag¬ 
ers who claim the loophole won’t find that 
to be a problem. 

Also lost in the shuffle: Simplicity. 

When the House of Representatives 
started work on the bill, it eliminated many 
tax deductions, including medical expens¬ 
es, state taxes and local taxes. Some of 
those deductions turned out to be popular, 
and they were revived in the negotiations 
between the House and Senate. As a re¬ 
sult, plenty of middle-class taxpayers will 
have to figure their taxes under two sys¬ 
tems, both with itemized deductions and 
without. 

One final notable absence is a pot of 
money to finance better roads, bridges and 
airports. 

When the tax debate started, one popular 
proposal — popular among policy wonks, 
anyway — was to pay for infrastructure 
with taxes from repatriated profits. 

U.S. companies have trillions of dollars 
parked overseas, and the tax bill would 


to the “wealth effect,” businesses see that 
the war on regulation has only just begun 
and, with tax reform on the brink, chief ex¬ 
ecutives and entrepreneurs throughout the 
country know that an all-around pro-busi¬ 
ness vibe has taken hold in Washington. 

While the process associated with the tax 
bill’s formation has not been particularly 
flattering or well communicated, none of 
that will matter if it produces a lift to the 
economy. Voters care about job growth, 
better wages and feeling economic mo¬ 
mentum — not how tax law is formulated. 

Normally it would be foolish to take to¬ 
day’s headlines and extrapolate out to the 
next election. But I believe Democratic 
street cred and enthusiasm from the left 
are going to be measured in terms of how 
pro-impeachment a candidate is. Demo¬ 
crats who want to emerge from the herd 
next year or believe they will have to de¬ 
fend against a primary challenge from 
the left have come to realize that the more 
strident they are in calling for Trump’s im¬ 
peachment, the louder the applause will be 
from their core voters. 

It is worth noting that 75 percent of Dem¬ 
ocrats surveyed by Public Policy Polling in 
October support impeaching Trump. Noth¬ 
ing will happen before November to reduce 
that number, and the need for any remotely 
sensible reason to impeach Trump will 
be lost on Democrats come next fall. The 
Democrats want Trump’s head on a plat¬ 
ter. They will have to be either be pro-im¬ 
peachment or risk being seen within their 
own party as dragging their feet and be¬ 
hind the rank and file. 

Already, 58 House Democrats — or 30 
percent of their caucus — have voted fa- 


allow them to bring that money home at a 
reduced tax rate. The added revenue could 
reach $298 billion over 10 years, according 
to Congress’ Joint Committee on Taxation. 

But the money has already been spent. 
The bill commits the revenue to pay for its 
cuts to corporate and individual income 
taxes. There’s nothing left over for roads 
and bridges. 

The biggest missing items are the unful¬ 
filled populist promises of Trump’s presi¬ 
dential campaign. 

“Tax reform will protect low-income 
and middle-income households, not the 
wealthy and well-connected,” the presi¬ 
dent said last spring. “They can call me all 
they want. It’s not going to help. I’m doing 
the right thing, and it’s not good for me. Be¬ 
lieve me.” 

When he came to the White House, 
Trump and his aides promised that the 
wealthy wouldn’t get a tax cut. His popu¬ 
list adviser, Steve Bannon, even suggested 
socking the rich with a tax increase. That 
didn’t happen. 

“The Republican establishment has no 
interest in Trump’s success on this,” Ban¬ 
non complained after he left the White 
House in August. “They’ll do a very stan¬ 
dard Republican version of taxes.” 

It isn’t easy to make a tax cut unpopu¬ 
lar. But Trump and Republican leaders in 
Congress have managed a feat of negative 
alchemy: They’ve turned a bill that should 
have been political gold into lead. Polls 
have found that fewer than one-third of 
voters, on average, think this tax bill is a 
good idea. That’s less popular than Obam- 
acare was when it passed in 2010. 

The reason it’s unpopular? Most voters 
think the bill is so tilted in favor of corpora¬ 
tions and the wealthy that there’s nothing 
left over for them. And they’re right. 

Doyle McManus is a Los Angeles Times columnist. 


vorably on a motion to impeach Trump. 
And that was after Pelosi and Sanders 
explicitly warned against voting in favor 
of impeachment. As of Friday morning, 
eight Democratic senators had called for 
Trump’s resignation as well. 

Simply put, we could be headed for a 
midterm election defined by the Demo¬ 
crats’ call to remove Trump from office 
and the Republicans’ success in creating a 
good and growing economy. Impeachment 
vs. a vibrant economy is about as good a 
contrast between Republicans and Demo¬ 
crats that the GOP could hope for. But it 
is hard to imagine Trump becoming the 
symbol of a resurgent American economy. 
Instead, he is more likely to make noise, 
tweet indiscriminately and distract from 
the GOP’s messaging. With Trump, it is al¬ 
ways one step forward, four steps back. 

Still, running on impeachment alone is 
going to be risky for Democrats. Accord¬ 
ing to Third Way’s Matt Bennett, Demo¬ 
crats should adopt an 80-20 rule next year 
and only talk Trump 20 percent of the 
time. But the Democrats are obsessed with 
Trump and showing every sign of having 
this equation backward. 

If the only thing Democrats offer next 
year is a call for Trump’s impeachment 
and the usual claims of the GOP’s mis¬ 
treatment of widows and orphans, then 
Republicans may have a fighting chance of 
damping the wave that is building against 
them and keeping losses to a minimum. 

Ed Rogers is a contributor to the PostPartisan 
blog, a political consultant and a veteran of the 
Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush White 
Houses and several national campaigns. He is the 
chairman of the lobbying and communications 
firm BGR Group. 
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£c.:',?| ■■ mm The amount of prize money at the center of a protracted dispute between a Florida man and a fishing tourna- 
M ment. Phil Heasley, of Naples, caught a 6-foot fish at the White Marlin Open off the coast of Ocean City, Md., last 

IWI year. But he was denied the winnings because he and his crew failed to pass lie detector tests about whether they 

® ■ W ■ followed tournament rules. A federal judge ruled against Heasley in June, saying Heasley agreed to the tourna¬ 

ment’s rules, which included possibly taking a polygraph. Heasley, who is appealing the ruling, told The Associated 
Press, “I am not the kind of person to lay down and let anyone run over us with lies and junk science.” 


U 



Carol Tedesco, Florida Keys News Bureau/AP 


Floating festivities 


A U.S. Coast Guard boat is decorated for the holiday season as it and its crew participate Friday in the Schooner Wharf Lighted Boat Parade 
in Key West, Fla. The event is among many during the Key West Holiday Fest that continues through Dec. 31. 


Ex-worker accused 
of sex with inmate 

lily CASPER—A24-year- 
WW I old former corrections 
center employee in Wyoming has 
pleaded not guilty to charges that 
she had sex with an inmate. 

Tosha Sheesley entered her 
pleas Friday in Natrona County 
District Court to two counts of 
second-degree sexual assault and 
one count of third-degree sexual 
assault. 

Prosecutors said Sheesley had 
sex with an inmate while she was 
a resident manager at the Casper 
Re-Entry Center. 

Court documents say the en¬ 
counters took place away from 
the center. 

Sheesley worked at the cen¬ 
ter from Nov. 28, 2016, through 
March 30. 

She remained free on bond 
Friday. 

Police: Woman mauled 
to death by her pit bulls 

W A GOOCHLAND — Po- 
w r\ lice say a Glen Allen, 
Va., woman was mauled to death 
by her two pit bulls. 

The Richmond Times-Dispatch 
reported Bethany Lynn Stephens’ 
body was found by Goochland 
County deputies about 8:18 p.m. 
Thursday in a wooded area. 

Goodland County Sheriff 
James Agnew said her body was 
being guarded by two very large 
pit bulls. 

Initial reports from the medical 
examiner’s office said Stephens 
had a cause of death “consis¬ 
tent with being mauled by these 
dogs.” 

She had defensive wounds on 
her hands and arms. Agnew said 
it took deputies hours to wrangle 
the dogs, which he estimated 
weighed as much as Stephens. 

Agnew said they were seeking 
to have the animals euthanized. 

Oil change turns into 
unusual owl sighting 

|y jUn SALEM — A routine 
HI oil change has turned 
into an unusual owl sighting for 
one car owner. 

The police department in Salem 
said Friday a mechanic popped 
the hood of a car and found an 
Eastern screech owl sitting on 
the engine. The department said 
the car owner had no idea how 
the owl got there. Police guessed 
he was either seeking warmth or 
chasing a mouse. 

Police posted photos of the owl 
on Facebook. They named him 
Shazam and said he was very 
friendly. 

Shazam was taken to a wild¬ 
life rehabilitation center for 
evaluation. 

Eat a cricket, get a 
ticket to theme park 

f* Ji VALDOSTA — A 
Georgia theme park is 
offering guests free ticket if they 
eat crickets. 

The giveaway could bug some 
people. But Wild Adventures 
Theme Park in Valdosta was giv¬ 
ing away a T-shirt and free ad¬ 
mission Saturday to each of the 


first 100 guests to gobble up a 
roasted cricket. 

The challenge was meant to 
promote the park’s upcoming at¬ 
traction called MEGABUGS! The 
Valdosta Daily Times reported 
the interactive insect attraction 
will open in March. 

Exhibits will include giant rep¬ 
licas of insects including a 15-foot 
dragonfly, a 26-foot hissing cock¬ 
roach and a 50-foot millipede. 

Suspect’s nickname 
cashes in on film frenzy 

OR PORTLAND — Au- 
Em thorities in Oregon are 
taking advantage of the frenzy 
around the opening day of the 
latest Star Wars movie to catch a 
bad guy of their own. 

Police in Portland on Friday 
nicknamed a suspected bank rob¬ 
ber the “Palpatine Bandit” be¬ 
cause of the dark-colored hoodie 
he wears during bank hold-ups. 

Emperor Sheev Palpatine, also 
known as the Darth Sidious in 
the Star Wars franchise, wears a 
dark, hooded cloak. 

The next installment in the 
movie franchise, “Star Wars: The 
Last Jedi,” opened in theaters 
Friday. 

Police say this real-life rob¬ 
ber held up a U.S. Bank branch 
on Thursday but was not armed, 
and got away with an undisclosed 
amount of cash. 


Deputy apologizes 
for shocking trooper 

O D PORTLAND—A sher- 
Em iff’s deputy in northeast 
Oregon sent an apology cake to a 
state trooper after the deputy ac¬ 
cidentally shot him with a Taser. 

The Oregonian/OregonLive 
reported Oregon State Police on 
Monday posted a photo on Face- 
book of trooper Mitchell Goldman 
holding the cake with “sorry you 
got tased” written in blue icing. 

Police say the Umatilla County 
deputy and Goldman both re¬ 
sponded to a domestic violence 
call last week. Goldman arrived 
first and encountered a disrup¬ 
tive man. 

Police said Goldman and the 
man were engaged in a scuffle as 
the deputy arrived. The deputy 
fired his Taser, with one prong 
hitting the trooper and the other 
striking the suspect. Both were 
shocked. 

Officer cleared in Taser 
shooting, fire death 

01C N0RMAN — An 0kla - 

\J W\ homa police officer 
has been cleared in the death of 
a man who burst into flames and 
died after being shot by a Taser as 
he was getting into his gasoline- 
soaked van. 

District Attorney Greg Mash- 


burn released a letter Friday 
stating that Lindsay Police Offi¬ 
cer Brian Guthrie was “justified 
and appropriate” to deploy the 
Taser at Dana Dean Carrothers, 
52. Carrothers died Nov. 7 after 
catching fire when he was shot 
with the Taser as re-entered his 
van near Lindsay, about 45 miles 
south of Oklahoma City. 

Mashburn wrote that Carroth¬ 
ers did not respond to officers’ 
commands and was attempting to 
re-enter his vehicle when Guthrie 
deployed his Taser. He said Car¬ 
rothers’ torso almost immediately 
burst into flames. 

Town comes together 
to rescue cat in tree 

IUy GREENPORT — A cat 
lm I that scaled a tree on 
Long Island and became trapped 
for five days has been rescued fol¬ 
lowing a townwide effort to save 
it. 

Newsday reported the Sham¬ 
rock Tree Co. and the North Fork 
Animal Welfare League finally 
were able to coax a stressed cat 
down from a tree in Greenport in 
Suffolk County last Tuesday. The 
freed feline ran away after it was 
saved. 

Southold Animal Shelter man¬ 
ager Gabby Stroup said residents 
and town officials had worked 
to free the cat, to no avail. The 
cat ran farther up the large tree 


when a bucket truck was used to 
reach it. 

Shamrock owner Jonathan 
Shipman said he has rescued cats 
and a red-tailed hawk with his 60- 
foot bucket truck. Shipman said 
the rescue only took a couple of 
minutes. 

Photo of baby in bag 
leads to couple’s arrest 

CLAREMORE — A 
\J W\ northeast Oklahoma 
couple have been arrested follow¬ 
ing a Snapchat image of a baby in 
a laundry bag that was hanging 
from a door handle. 

The Claremore Daily Progress 
reported that Paul Chuckluck, 23, 
and Johnnie Gaghins, 21, were 
booked into Rogers County Jail 
on Dec. 11. They face possible 
charges of child abuse or neglect. 

Hominy police alerted the Cla¬ 
remore Police Department about 
the photo’s appearance on Snap- 
chat, a social media app. Clare¬ 
more police obtained a copy of 
the picture and found that Chuck- 
luck and Gaghins were the baby’s 
parents. 

Police allege that Chuckluck 
placed the 9-month-old inside 
a mesh laundry bag, tied a knot 
and hung the bag on a door han¬ 
dle. Records say Gaghin said she 
thought it was funny and took a 
photo of the child. 

From wire reports 
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TORCHIN.G ... 

the competition *■ *• 

‘Star Wars: The Last Jedi' debuts with $220M 


Los Angeles Times 


“Star Wars: The Last Jedi” dominated 
the weekend’s box office with force, debut¬ 
ing with $220 million domestically, accord¬ 
ing to estimates from measurement firm 
ComScore. 

That makes the film the No. 1 debut of 
2017, the second-best opening of all time 
and the cornerstone of what is expected 
to be the third-best overall weekend at the 
U.S. box office of all time. It also managed 
to scrape together an impressive $450 mil¬ 
lion globally. 

As projected, the Rian Johnson-directed 
sequel could not top “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens,” which holds the record for big¬ 
gest opening with a 2015 debut weekend 
gross of $248 million. That film, with J.J. 
Abrams at the helm, was powered by years 
of anticipation for a new “Star Wars” movie 


featuring fan favorites such as Han Solo, 
played by Harrison Ford, and Princess 
Leia, portrayed by Carrie Fisher. 

“‘The Force Awakens’ had some very im¬ 
portant advantages,” said Dave Hollis, pres¬ 
ident of theatrical distribution at Disney. 
“Most notably, massive pent-up demand, 
because of it being the first ‘Star Wars’ film 
in a decade. 

“We came in with high expectations both 
in following the work that ‘The Force Awak¬ 
ens’ did in 2015, but also just the high ex¬ 
pectations that fans of the franchise have 
when it comes to these movies,” Holli s said. 
“To have this reception to the film is unbe¬ 
lievably satisfying.” 

Also new this week, Fox’s animated 
“Ferdinand” premiered at No. 2 with $13.3 
million. 


# m 


Accused ‘Florida Project’ producer stepping down 



Batali apology featuring 
recipe stirs up backlash 

Celebrity chef Mario Batali addressed 
allegations of sexual assault and harass¬ 
ment in a tone-deaf newsletter that in¬ 
cluded a recipe for pizza dough cinnamon 
rolls. 

“I have made many mistakes and I am so 
very sorry ... My behavior was wrong and 
there are no excuses. I take full responsi¬ 
bility,” Batali wrote. The chef thanked his 
fans and promised to “work every day to 
regain your respect and trust.” 

But then, the postscript: “In case you’re 
searching for a holiday-inspired breakfast, 
these Pizza Dough Cinnamon Rolls are a 
fan favorite.” 

The apology, which included a link to the 
recipe on Batali’s web site, was met with 
shock and derision online. 

One Twitter user commented, “I didn’t 
think it was possible for anyone to give a 
worse apology than Harvey Weinstein, but 
Mario Batali managed it.” 

Batali was accused of making crass 
come-ons, kissing and groping an uncon¬ 
scious woman, berating his employees, and 
touching women without their consent. 

The chef has stepped away from his res¬ 
taurant empire and been kicked off ABC’S 
“The Chew.” 

From the New York Daily News 


Associated Press 

“The Florida Project” producer An¬ 
drew Duncan has been accused of sexual 
misconduct by a dozen anonymous women 
and is stepping down from his company 
June Pictures. 

Duncan in a statement Dec. 15 disputes 
the allegations, calling them either dis¬ 
torted or demonstrably false. He accuses 
rivals of “taking advantage of the news 
climate” and trying to undermine his fi¬ 
nancial prospects. 

The Hollywood Reporter detailed ac¬ 
counts from multiple women alleging 
various kinds of misconduct on or around 
film sets ranging from inappropriate sug¬ 
gestions to kissing and groping without 
consent. 

Alex Saks is taking sole control of June 
Pictures in Duncan’s absence. 

In addition to “The Florida Project,” 
considered a candidate for best picture at 
the Oscars, June Pictures produced Paul 
Dano’s directorial debut “Wildlife” and 
“Book Club,” with Diane Keaton and Jane 
Fonda. 

Prince Harry interviews 
Obama for radio show 

Britain’s Prince Harry has interviewed 
Barack Obama for a radio program in 
which the former U.S. president shared 
his memories of the day he left office and 
his hopes for the future. 

Kensington Palace said Sunday the 
interview was recorded in Toronto in 
September during the Invictus Games, a 
sports event for injured military person¬ 
nel that Harry championed. 

The palace said the conversation fea¬ 
tured Obama discussing his plans to cul¬ 
tivate the next generation of leadership 


through the Obama Foundation. 

The interview was part of Harry’s guest 
editorship of the BBC’s Today program. 
In a video clip on the BBC website show¬ 
ing Harry and Obama warming up ahead 
of the chat, Obama joked: “Do I need a 
British accent?” 

The interview will be broadcast on Dec. 
27. 

Korean boy band member 
dies in possible suicide 

The lead singer of popular South Ko¬ 
rean boy band SHINee died on Monday, 
police said, in a possible suicide. 

Kim Jong-hyun, better known by the 
stage name Jonghyun, was found uncon¬ 
scious at a residence hotel in Seoul and 
was later pronounced dead at a nearby 
hospital, Seoul police said. 

Police said Kim’s sister told them that 
the singer sent her text messages such as 
“Final farewell” and “I’ve had difficul¬ 
ties” before his death. 

Police said they have not yet determined 
whether he killed himself. 

Yonhap news agency said authorities 
found burned coal briquettes, which pro¬ 
duce carbon monoxide, in a frying pan in 
Kim’s hotel room. 

Kim debuted in 2008 as the main singer 
of SHINee, and cultivated a career as both 
a group member and a solo singer-song 
writer. His last public appearance was at 
a solo concert titled “Inspired” on Dec. 9- 
10 in Seoul, Yonhap said. 

‘A Prairie Home Companion' 
now called 'Live from Here’ 

“A Prairie Home Companion” has been 
given a new name — “Live from Here” — 


in the wake of creator Garrison Keillor’s 
acrimonious split with Minnesota Public 
Radio. 

Chris Thile, the mandolin virtuoso who 
has hosted the weekly variety show since 
Keillor’s retirement last year, announced 
the new name Dec. 16 as the show opened 
a live performance in New York City. 

MPR terminated its contracts with 
Keillor after it said it had received mul¬ 
tiple allegations of improper conduct by 
Keillor. MPR has declined to give any de¬ 
tails except to say the allegations involved 
treatment of one woman who had worked 
with Keillor when he was still with the 
show. 

Other news 

■ Morgan Spurlock’s latest documen¬ 
tary will not premiere at the Sundance 
Film Festival as planned.The remaining 
partners in his production company said 
Dec. 15 that they removed “Super Size Me 
2: Holy Chicken!” from the Sundance slate 
in light of Spurlock’s confessions of sexual 
misconduct. Spurlock said Dec. 13 in a 
lengthy online post that he was accused of 
rape while in college and settled a sexual 
harassment case with a female assistant 
at his office eight years ago. He said he 
would immediately step down from the 
production company he co-founded. 

■ Keely Smith, a pop and jazz singer 
known for her solo recordings of jazz stan¬ 
dards as well as her musical partnership 
with Louis Prima, died Dec. 16 of appar¬ 
ent heart failure in Palm Springs, Calif. 
She was 89. During her seven-decade ca¬ 
reer, Smith was lauded by critics for her 
bold voice and ability to make the music 
swing, and she received several awards 
including a star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame. 
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The right size 


2018 Chevrolet Colorado is a great general 
purpose pickup that’s not built too big 


By Charles Fleming 

Los Angeles Times 

I ’ve been driving trucks lately. All 
kinds of trucks. Some work trucks. 
Some play trucks. Some best for long- 
haul driving. Some best for off-road. 
But they were all huge. 

From the Ford F-150 to the Ram 1500 
to the Nissan Titan, the 2017 pickups are 
massive. Climbing into the driver’s seat re¬ 
quires a stepladder or a running leap. Get¬ 
ting back down requires a knotted sheet. 
Lower the lifeboats! Women and children 
first! 

This is even true with some trucks that 
are marketed and sold as “midsize.” The 
Toyota Tacoma and the Honda Ridgeline 
aren’t as big as the Toyota Tundra or the 
Chevrolet Silverado, but mounting them 
requires real commitment. Try getting 
into one while carrying a minty venti va¬ 
nilla latte in your hand and — forget it. 

So it was with real satisfaction that I slid 
into the front seat of a 2018 Colorado Red- 
line 4WD LT. I just hopped right in, with¬ 
out needing a safety harness or an oxygen 
mask. 

The unit I borrowed was a Crew Cab 
Short Box Colorado. That meant it had a 
back seat for passengers or storage and a 
truck bed big enough to carry a load of lug¬ 
gage, with the tailgate up, or a motorcycle, 
with the tailgate down. 

Despite the “Short Box” designation, 


2018 Chevrolet Colorado 
4WD LT Crew Cab 

Vehicle type: Four-door, five-passenger pickup 
truck 

Base price: $34,770 

Price as tested: $41,055 

Powertrain: 3.6-liter V-6 gasoline engine 

Transmission: Eight-speed automatic 

Horsepower: 308 

Torque: 275 pound feet 

EPA fuel economy rating: 17 mpg city/24 

highway/19 combined 

TNS 


this is no kiddie car. Its exterior dimen¬ 
sions are about the same as an equivalent 
Ford F-150 — except for vertically. 

The Colorado step-in height is 22 inches, 
almost two inches lower than a similarly 
configured F-150. The seats feel lower too. 
So even though the Colorado gives up an 
inch in ground clearance to the taller Ford, 
it’s an easier mount. 

Around town, the Colorado drove more 


like a sedan than a truck. It felt easy to 
park — thanks in part to a better-than-av- 
erage backup camera — and easy to ma¬ 
neuver on narrow streets, which is a key 
factor for people who, like me, live in tight, 
twisty residential areas. 

Steering and braking also felt smooth 
and sedan-like. 

Sitting on the optional 18-inch wheels 
and burly tires, it’s still tall enough to rise 
slightly above the traffic and give good 
visibility. 

Like most trucks, it’s not exactly silent 
on the freeway. Despite the use of an ad¬ 
equate amount of sound-deadening mate¬ 
rial in the carpet and headliner, there still 
was plenty of wind noise and tire noise at 
higher speeds. 

The four-wheel drive and 3.6-liter V- 
6 engine, mated to Chevy’s eight-speed 
automatic transmission, offered enough 
low-end torque to get me out of sticky situ¬ 
ations, though I didn’t challenge it much 
beyond a few rocky uphills and one stretch 
of deep sand, which we conquered without 
breaking a sweat — me or the truck. 

The backseat offers room for three full- 


size adults and is outfitted with cup hold¬ 
ers, device plug-ins and plenty of head 
room. Despite what looked like limited leg 
room to me, my passengers reported that 
the rear real estate was comfortable. 

Those rear seats also fold up to reveal a 
handy storage area beneath. This is where 
the tire jack tools are located, too, and 
would be a good place to store valuables 
during that Joshua Tree hike. 

Standard on the LT trim line are mini¬ 
mal amenities, such as keyless entry, lock¬ 
ing tailgate, power seats and a tilting and 
telescoping steering wheel. 

The model I drove had, as options, 18- 
inch wheels, two hooks, cargo tie-downs, 
an off-road sports bar, locking differential 
and other items that prepared the truck for 
bumpy terrain and bumped up the MSRR 

The Colorado won’t do what a lot of bigger 
trucks will. The Ford F-1501 last reviewed 
was a better heavy-duty work truck. The 
Ram 1500 I used to haul motorcycles up 
to the Cycle World Sierra adventure rally 
was more off-road ready. The Nissan Titan 
I drove off-road in the White Mountains 
was a superior rock-crawler. 

But if I were buying an around-town 
truck, capable of dragging me and my ma¬ 
chines to the desert but also easy enough to 
get into a crowded Trader Joe’s parking lot, 
I’d look hard at the Colorado. 


If I were buying an around-town truck, capable of 
dragging me and my machines to the desert but 
also easy enough to get into a crowded Trader Joe’s 
parking lot, I’d look hard at the Colorado. 
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American 

Doctors & Staff 


Services Offered: 

Family Dentistry 
Certified Orthodontics 
Crowns and Veneers 
Implant Surgery 
Zoom Teeth Whitening 
Wisdom Teeth Surgery 
Nitrous Oxide 
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Caring, Friendly American Sta 
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SHIPPING SERVICES 


• International Shipping 

• Import & Export 

• Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) 

• Door to door pick-up/delivery service 


• Customs clearance 

• All Risk Marine Insurance 

• Auto Insurance (Germany only) 


For Further Information Please Contact 


GERMANY 

Phone: +49 (0)6134-2592730 

Toll-free: 0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 
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• TMJ/Facial Pain Treatment 

• Certified Dental Hygienist 

• Preventive Care and 
Periodontal Therapy 

• Orthodontics/lnvisalign 

• Implants 
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Dr. Charles A. Smith DDS, LVIF is an American trained 
dentist providing expert dental care with the newest and 
most successful techniques to cover all your dental needs. 
Come see why patients travel from all over Europe to visit 
Dr. Smith for general dental care to smile makeovers. After 
many successful years in Fleidelberg, Dr. Smith has now 
opened a second office in Stuttgart. Please visit our Home- 
page and email or call for an appointment. 


Romerstrasse 1 • 69115 Heidelberg • 06221 -6516090 
www.heidelbergdentistry.com • info@heidelbergdentistry.com 

Charles-Lindbergh-Str. 11 • 71034 Boblingen • 07031-2056062 
info@boeblingendental.com • www.boeblingendental.com 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Bitcoin-based security bounces in trading debut 



Rick Bowmer/AP 


A new security based on the price of bitcoin saw its value decrease 
after trading began on the Chicago Mercantile Exchange on Sunday. 


By Ken Sweet 
and Alexandra Olson 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — A new secu¬ 
rity based on the price of the 
digital currency bitcoin is trad¬ 
ing lower after its debut on the 
Chicago Mercantile Exchange, a 
week after another such security 
launched on a rival exchange. 

The CME Group, which owns 
the Chicago Mercantile Ex¬ 
change, opened up futures of bit- 
coin, which has soared in value 
and volatility this year, for trad¬ 
ing on Sunday evening. By 2:20 
a.m. EST Monday the futures 
contract that expires in Janu¬ 
ary was at $19,405 after opening 
higher at $20,650. 

The CME futures, like the ones 
that CME competitor the Cboe 
started trading last week, do not 
involve actual bitcoin. The CME’s 
futures will track an index of bit- 
coin prices pulled from several 
private exchanges. The Cboe’s 
futures track bitcoin prices on 


By Yuri Kageyama 
Associated Press 

TOKYO — Toyota plans to offer 
more than 10 purely electric ve¬ 
hicle models in its lineup by the 
early 2020s, marking the Japa¬ 
nese automaker’s commitment to 
that growing technology sector. 

Toyota Motor Corp. offers no 
purely electric vehicles, although 
it leads in hybrid models, which 
switch between an electric motor 
and a gas engine. 

Executive Vice President Shige- 
ki Terashi said Toyota’s EVs will 
be first offered in China, a nation 
that encourages electric vehicles 


the particular private exchange 
known as Gemini. 

Each contract sold on the CME 
is for five bitcoin. 

Bitcoin’s price has skyrocketed 


with subsidies and other policies, 
and is expected to drive growth in 
that technology. 

Terashi says Toyota’s EVs will 
also later be offered in Japan, 
India, the U.S. and Europe. 

The company says that by about 
2025, every model it sells will 
have some kind of “electrified” 
version, such as hybrid, electric or 
fuel-cell. 

Last week, Toyota announced it 
will set up a joint auto battery busi¬ 
ness with Japanese electronics 
maker Panasonic Corp. Terashi 
stressed the deal with Panasonic 
is “a crucial piece” in Toyota’s 


on private exchanges this year, 
largely under its own momentum, 
piquing interest on Wall Street. 
The virtual currency was trading 
below $1,000 at the beginning of 


strategy, and that it wanted to pro¬ 
mote a Japanese partnership. 

Advances in battery technology 
are vital for the success of EVs. A 
major shift toward their use would 
require more use and recycling of 
the rare and expensive materials 
used in batteries, such as lithium. 

Toyota announced other goals 
on green vehicles. By about 2030, 
it hopes to sell 5.5 million electri¬ 
fied vehicles a year. Toyota sells 
about 10 million vehicles globally 
a year. 

The company said it will invest 
$13 billion to realize its 2030 goal, 
more than half of it on making 


the year, and rose to more than 
$19,000 on some exchanges in the 
days leading up to its debut on the 
Cboe and CME. Bitcoin was trad¬ 
ing at $19,117.55 Monday morn¬ 
ing on Coinbase. 

The growing enthusiasm for 
bitcoin has raised questions over 
whether its value has gotten too 
frothy. The Securities and Ex¬ 
change Commission put out a state¬ 
ment last week warning investors 
to be careful with any investment 
in bitcoin or other digital curren¬ 
cies. Further, the Commodities 
Futures Trading Commission has 
proposed regulating bitcoin like a 
commodity, not unlike gold, silver, 
platinum or oil. 

Futures are a type of contract 
where a buyer and seller agree on 
a price on a particular item to be 
delivered on a certain date in the 
future, hence the name. Futures 
are available for nearly every 
type of security out there, but are 
most familiarly used in commodi¬ 
ties, like oil, wheat, soy and gold. 

Bitcoin is the world’s most 


batteries. 

Other automakers, including 
Nissan Motor Co., Volkswagen AG 
and Honda Motor Co., offer or are 
working on electric vehicles. That 
means competition among battery 
makers is heating up. It is unclear 
whether Panasonic will emerge 
the victor in the race. 

Toyota has generally sought to 
develop key technologies in-house, 
rather than purchasing them from 
outsiders. That includes knowhow 
for computer chips and robotics, 
which are also expected to be pil¬ 
lars of growth for the auto sector 
in coming years. 


popular virtual currency. Such 
currencies are not tied to a bank 
or government and allow users to 
spend money anonymously. They 
are basically lines of computer 
code that are digitally signed 
each time they are traded. 

A debate is raging on the mer¬ 
its of such currencies. Some say 
they serve merely to facilitate 
money laundering and illicit, 
anonymous payments. Others say 
they might be helpful methods of 
payment, such as in crisis situa¬ 
tions where national currencies 
have collapsed. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 19).$1.2098 

Dollar buys (Dec. 19).€0.8266 

British pound (Dec. 19).$1.37 

Japanese yen (Dec. 19).109.00 

South Korean won (Dec. 19).1,061.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3771 

British pound.$1.3411 

Canada (Dollar).1.2858 

China (Yuan).6.6173 

Denmark (Krone).6.3047 

Egypt (Pound).17.8299 

Euro.$1.1807/0.8470 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8161 

Hungary (Forint).265.51 

Israel (Shekel).3.5083 

Japan (Yen).112.46 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3020 

Norway (Krone). 8.3252 

Philippines (Peso).50.44 

Poland (Zloty).3.56 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7504 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3478 

South Korea (Won).1,086 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9871 

Thailand (Baht).32.64 

Turkey (Lira).3.8393 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.17 

3-month bill.1.33 

30-year bond.3.73 


Toyota planning 10 purely electric vehicles by 2020s 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


TUESDAY IN EUROPE 


WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 

























Tuesday, December 19,2017 


•Stars and Stripes* 




Page 21 



Something for everyone... 


News that matters to you — free in your inbox from Stars and Stripes, the 
military’s #1 independent source of news and information. Choose from 
Daily Headlines, Weekly Update, Veterans News, Stripes Opinion, 
Military History or the Stripes Europe email newsletter. Zero cost. 
That’s a very small price to pay for staying up on the topics that interest 
you most. Subscribe today: Stripes.com/newsletters . 
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ZI^BU THE DONKEY 

f 

s 

@ 

G 

8 

I 

I'lA GETTING A 
STRONG DOPAfAINE 

HIT EVERY TIF\E I 
CLICK ON IT. OOH! 

OOH! OOH! 

1 

1 

i 

i 

I 

1 

F\AY I PUT THAT 

HAVE IT HAND AWAY 
back? BEFORE I 

1 BITE IT OFF. 

UJE NEED TO DO 
ANIMAL TESTING ON 
OUR NEUJ APP. DO YOU 
1AIND TAKING A LOOK? 

' «ey. \ ive eeew m uy social 


( SO y w SAT ALONG. ) 
- 1 /- 


ne*se urX youimmmc 

GOAT, \T00A1. CHATTED HITH SQMtONt 



Me PHRASS NUMBER OF HOMAN 

MATS ON FAC£8QQK,COMMENTED ON 


/ 


THINGS INTERACTIONS ASSOM^ 

going 1 so Me Tweets: anp posts p 


/ 


MY HAY, J ONE IN SOLITARY 

J)N?/ SQMi PHOTOS ON mAGRAM^ 


/ 


^ CONFINEMENT, j 

£& spy 











1 KPP1SECIWE. 
Tm TPCOe*RT, 

TME- WfcTLETcE. 
po££>H"T tAFKE. 
TPE-TRVP 
WPRE.F&6TNE 


WISS tNK.UV. ttrl* 



/ WENT OUT WITH THIS 
300K A&ENT LAST WEEK 
AW TOLP HIM SOME, 
STORIES ABOUT WORK. THEM 
HE TRIEP TO &ET ME 

TO WRITE A MO/EL BASEP 

IVE WRITTEN THREE , 

you kww. if you weep 

ANY API/ICE, JUST COME 

TO ME. 1 COULP WALK 

YOU THROUGH IT. SHARE 

MY EXPERTISE. 


K^>i 

:: * -/a—. 


WRITIMS A tJOI/EL IS A , 
Lom, HARP PROCESS. ' 
TAKES ABOUT SIX MOUTHS \ 
TO A YEAR. I'LL GUIPE YOU 1 
THROUGH IT, 'CAUSE YOU'RE i 
^ MY BEST FRIEW AW I 
" / LQt/E YOU. \ 

1 

(vm ijNsai = 

1 / FlNtSHEP IT LAST WEEK. 

t /’T HATE rotTV-l 
i (win a PASSION.) / 

[gk, 


u,,,,, ...i„„:.. ,,,,1 





^People wko fiup-port tine durreutT''^ 


State of tlnin^S are -plarmivig a 
demonstration. in an area wkere 
people Jo not, in KopeS of inditing 
violence tkat totk sides ^an 

^_ Flame on tine other. _ x 

Fagekok.dom/ BizarroComi^ BlZAKKQ.CoM 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Weaponry 
5 24 hours 
8 Infamous 
tsar 

12 Scarce 
13— Jima 

14 Bistro handout 

15 Coop group 

17 Bog fuel 

18 Decay 

19 Blows one’s top 
21 Loafers, e.g. 

24 Urban haze 

25 Fourth-down play 

26 Passageways 
for Santa 

30 Jargon suffix 

31 “The Nutcracker 

32 Caviar base 

33 Smoke-dried 
pepper 

35 Pepsi rival 

36 Timber wolf 

37 Ruminates 

38 Ring around 
the sun 

41 Nap site 

42 From the start 

43 Tots 

48 Teen’s woe 

49 Tease 

50 Chorus syllables 

51 Must have 

12-19 

SGYOB YDO RBRFDWSL DSM 

GRLRFDOM DRF FTQQOFFGTZ 

MROY NG FOEOBSZ WNLYDF, 

YDO QOZY GOZY FEOZYO. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: RUBBER SEALING 
RINGS WHICH JOIN JUNCTIONS IN THINGS LIKE 
WASHERS AND DRYERS: LAUNDRY GASKETS. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals T 


52 Compass dir. 

53 Thames town 

DOWN 

1 Joan of — 

2 Fan’s cry 

3 Hosp. scan 

4 Under wraps 

5 Food regimen 

6 Bristle 

7 California 
national park 

8 Cast doubt upon 

9 Second in 
command 

10 Body sci. 

11 Crazy 

16 Decks in the ring 

20 Apple variety 

21 Detail, briefly 

22 “Be quiet!” 


23 “Dedicated to 
the — Love” 
241970 Neil 
Diamond hit 

26 Reductions 

27 Cupid’s alias 

28 Oxen’s burden 

29 Beholds 

31 Any time now 

34 Cleared of snow 

35 Get cozy (with) 

37 Actor Gibson 

38 “Misery” star 
James 

39 Formerly 

40 Painter Magritte 

41 Wait 

44 That guy’s 

45 Squealer 

46“Xanadu” band 
47 Indian bread 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 














































































































































































































































Tuesday, December 19,2017 


Stars and Stripes 


fsmmmumss 


Page 23 


FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 



■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

■ People saying Free Dog 
adoption. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vilseckautosales.com 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

ra 


Jobs Offered 630 


HELP WANTED 

H&R Block in Mainz Kastel is 
looking for an experienced full 
time tax consultant. Call or email 
Mr. Clemons 06145-5490684 or 
eclemons@hrblock.com. 


the KMCC Mall on Ramsteir 
Airbase.. Call or email Mr 
Clemons 06145-5490684 01 

eclemons@hrblock.com. 


Travel_1000 


"Xmas in Garmisch!" 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 



Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Cl 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARStaSTRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


>es.com sui 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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in the European Theater of Operations 
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For the troops 

Stars and Stripes was a primary source of news 
for the troops at the Front and behind the lines in 
World War II. Although it printed only in the 
European theater during the war, it covered news 
from all theaters. 
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Subscribe at Stripes.com/digital or email MemberServices@stripes.com to donate a subscription. 










Tuesday, December 19,2017 


Stars and Stripes 


'■pjmmimim 


Page 25 


SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Agreed to 
terms with SSs Kevin Maitan and Livan 
Soto on minor league contracts. 

National League 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Jordan Lyles on a one-year con¬ 
tract. Designated LHP Travis Wood for 
assignment. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CHICAGO BULLS - Recalled G Kay 
Felder and F/C Cristiano Felicio from 
Windy City (NBAGL). 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

MINNESOTA WILD - Recalled G Adam 
Vay from Rapid City (ECHL) to Iowa 
(AHL). 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS - Recalled G 
Eamon McAdam from Worcester (ECHL) 
to Bridgeport (AHL). 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS - Placed D 
Nikita Zaitsev on injured reserve. Re¬ 
called D Martin Marincin from Toronto 
(AHL). 

American Hockey League 

GRAND RAPIDS GRIFFINS - Assigned F 
Luke Esposito to Toledo (ECHL). 

MANITOBA MOOSE - Recalled D Tim 
Daly from Norfolk (ECHL). 

SPRINGFIELD THUNDERBIRDS - Re¬ 
called F Matt Buckles from Manchester 
(ECHL). 

ECHL 

GREENVILLE SWAMP RABBITS 

— Loaned F Caleb Herbert to Hartford 
(AHL). 

KANSAS CITY MAVERICKS - Added G 
lam Barnett as emergen: 

NORFOLK ADMIRALS - 
chael Pontarelli. 

QUAD CITY MALLARDS - Loaned G C.J. 
Motte to Iowa (AHL). 


College hockey 


Sunday’s scores 

EAST 

Robert Morris 5, Mercyhurst 3 

FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 4, Colorado College 4, 20T 


Indonesian Masters 

Sunday 

At Royale Jakarta Golf Club 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
Purse: $750,000 
Yardage: 7,324; Par: 72 
Final 

Justin Rose, England 62-69-66-62-259 -29 
P. Khongwatmai, Thailand 65-69-68-65-267 -21 
Scott Vincent, Zimbabwe 67-65-68-69-269 -19 
Yusaku Miyazato, Japan 67-67-67-69-270 -18 
K. Aphibarnrat, Thailand 68-64-70-69-271 -17 
Younghan Song, S. Korea 67-69-70-66-272 -16 
Sihwan Kim, U.S. 68-67-67-70-272 -16 
Ajeetesh Sandhu, India 72-68-67-67-274 -14 
Steve Lewton, England 67-70-71-66-274 -14 
J.Higginbottom, Australia 71-68-66-70-275 -13 
Chan Shih-Chang, Taiwan 68-71-68-69-276 -12 

S. Sharma, India 71-67-67-71-276 -12 
D. Boonma, Thailand 71-70-63-73-277 -11 
Hyunwoo Ryu, S. Korea 68-71-68-70-277 -11 
Daniel Chopra, Sweden 68-71-66-72-277 -11 
G. Bhullar, India 67-71-72-67-277 -11 

Bowen Xiao, China 68-73-70-67-278 -10 

S.Yongcharoenchai, Thailand 72-6fr68-72-278 -10 
J.Janewattananond, Thailand 69-68-74-67-278 -10 
Also 

Micah Lauren Shin, U.S. 69-69-71-70-279 -19 


Sam Chien, U.S. 
Johannes Veerman, U.S. 
Jarin Todd, U.S. 

Jason Knutzon, U.S. 
Casey O’Toole, U.S. 


_ J-72-75-67—283 
71-71-72-69-283 -5 
72-70-71-72-285 -3 
72-71-73-72-288 E 
70-72-74-73-289 +1 


2018 Ryder Cup Points 

At Le Golf National 
Guyancourt, France 
Sept. 28-30, 2018 
United States 
Through Oct. 29 

1. Brooks Koepka 

2. Justin Thomas 

3. Jordan Spieth 

4. Dustin Johnson 

5. Matt Kuchar 

6. Brian Harman 

7. Rickie Fowler 

8. Patrick Reed 

9. Bill Haas 

10. Charley Hoffman 

11. Zach Johnson 

12. Kevin Chappell 

13. Xander Scnauffele 

14. Ryan Moore 

15. Kevin Kisner 


College football 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

NC A&T 21, Grambling State 14 

New Orleans Bowl 

Troy 50, North Texas 30 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Georgia State 27, Western Kentucky 


New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

Marshall 31, Colorado State 28 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Middle Tennessee 35, Arkansas State 
30 

Tuesday, Dec. 19 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 

Akron (7-6) vs. FAU (10-3) 

Wednesday, Dec. 20 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Louisiana Tech (6-6) vs. SMU (7-5) 
Thursday, Dec. 21 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Temple (6-6) vs. FIU (8-4) 

Friday, Dec. 22 
Bahamas Bowl 
Nassau 

Ohio (8-4) VS. UAB (8-4) 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 

Central Michigan (8-4) vs. Wyoming 
(7-5) 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 

S. Florida (9-2) vs. Texas Tech (6-6) 

Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 

San Diego State (10-2) vs. Army (9-3) 

Dollar General Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 

Appalachian St. (8-4) vs. Toledo (11-2) 

Sunday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 


Fresno State (9-4) vs. Houston (7-4) 

Tuesday, Dec. 26 
Heart of Dallas Bowl 

West Virginia (7-5) vs. Utah (6-6) 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Northern Illinois (8-4) vs. Duke (6-6) 

Cactus Bowl 
Phoenix 

Kansas State (7-5) vs. UCLA (6-6) 

Wednesday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Southern Mississippi (8-4) vs. Florida 
State (6-6) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Iowa (7-5) 

Foster Farms Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Arizona (7-5) vs. Purdue (6-6) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Texas (6-6) vs. Missouri (7-5) 

Thursday, Dec. 28 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Virginia (6-6) vs. Navy (6-6) 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Oklahoma State (9-3) vs. Virginia Tech 
(9-3) 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Stanford (9-4) vs. TCU (10-3) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Washington State (9-3) vs. Michigan 
State (9-3) 

Friday, Dec. 29 
Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Wake Forest (7-5) vs. Texas A&M (7-5) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

NC State (8-4) vs. Arizona State (7-5) 


AP sportlight 


3,404.658 

2,509.723 

2,365.412 

1,352.852 

1,286.937 

1,144.224 

890.709 

877.254 

651.087 

615.334 

591.809 

581.317 


Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Kentucky (7-5) vs. Northwestern (9-3) 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

New Mexico State (5-6) vs. Utah State 
(6-6) 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

Southern Cal (11-2) vs. Ohio St. (11-2) 

Saturday, Dec. 30 
TaxSIayer Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Louisville (8-4) vs. Mississippi St. (8-4) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Iowa State (7-5) vs. Memphis (10-2) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Washington (10-2) vs. Penn St. (10-2) 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Wisconsin (12-1) vs. Miami (10-2) 

Monday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Michigan (8-4) vs. S. Carolina (8-4) 

Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

UCF (12-0) vs. Auburn (10-3) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Notre Dame (9-3) vs. LSU (9-3) 

Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Oklahoma (12-1) vs. Georgia (12-1) 

Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 

New Orleans 

Clemson (12-1) vs. Alabama (11-1) 

Monday, Jan. 8 

College Football Championship 
Atlanta 

Rose Bowl winner vs. Sugar Bowl win- 

Saturday, Jan. 20 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Carson, Calif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 27 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 


FCS playoffs 


;hampions, Jan. 4-7 


Dec. 19 

1913 — Heavyweight champion Jack 
Johnson fights to a 10-round draw with 
Battling Jim Johnson in Paris. 

1917 — Joe Malone of the Montreal Ca- 
nadiens scores five goals in a 9-4 victory 
over the Ottawa Senators. 

1917 — Harry Hyland of the Montreal 
Wanderers scores five goals in a 10-9 vic¬ 
tory over the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

1948 — The Philadelphia Eagles beat 
the Chicago Cardinals 7-0 in a major 
snowstorm for the NFL title. Philadel¬ 
phia’s Bucko Kilroy recovers a fumble on 
the 17-yard line in the fourth period, and 
Steve Van Buren later scores from the 5. 

1984 - In his 632nd NHL game, Wayne 
Gretzky of the Edmonton Oilers scores 
the 1,000th point of his career with an 
assist in a 7-3 victory over the Los Ange¬ 
les Kings. 

1990 — Los Angeles Raiders running 
back Bo Jackson is named to the AFC 
team, as a reserve, becoming the first 
athlete chosen for All-Star games in two 
sports. 

2001 — Marshall, led by Byron Left- 
wich, comes back from a 38-8 halftime 
deficit to beat East Carolina 64-61 in 
double-overtime in the GMAC Bowl for 
the highest scoring bowl game in history. 
Leftwich passed for 243 yards and three 
touchdowns after the third quarter. Pre¬ 
viously, the highest-scoring bowl was 
Texas Tech’s 55-41 victory over Air Force 
in the 1995 Copper Bowl. 

2004 — The Kansas City Chiefs are the 
first team in NFL history to have three 
backs rush for more than 150 yards in 


Semifinals 
Friday, Dec. 15 

North Dakota State 55, Sam Houston 
State 13 

Saturday, Dec. 16 

James Madison 51, South Dakota 
State 16 

Championship 
Saturday, Jan. 6 
At Toyota Stadium 
Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State (13-1) vs. James 
Madison (14-0) 

NCAA Division II playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
Kansas City, Kan. 

Texas A&M-Commerce 37, West Flori¬ 
da 27 

Division III playoffs 

Championship 
Friday, Dec. 15 
At Salem, Va. 

Mount Union 12, Mary Hardin-Baylor 0 

NAIA playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
At Municipal Stadium 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Saint Francis (Ind.) 24, Reinhardt 13 


a game in one season. Larry Johnson 
had 151 in a 45-17 win against Denver, 
matching the amount Priest Holmes 
had against the Broncos earlier in the 
season. Derrick Blaylock rushed for 186 
against New Orleans. 

2005 — Toronto goalie Ed Belfour 
moves into sole possession of second 
place on the NHL’s career wins list in a 
9-6 victory over the New York Islanders. 
Belfour, who had lost five straight starts 
since moving into a second-place tie 
with Terry Sawchuk, wins his 448th game 
despite allowing six goals on 33 shots. 

2007 — New York Islanders forward 
Chris Simon is banned for 30 games, 
drawing the longest suspension in NHL 
history again. Simon’s latest infraction 
was stepping on Pittsburgh’s Jarkko 
Ruutu with his skate during a Dec. 15 
game. This is the seventh suspension of 
Simon’s career. 

2009 — Michael Phelps helps his 
American team trounce a group of Euro¬ 
pean all-stars in the Duel in the Pool, an¬ 
choring a relay to one of the eight world 
records the U.S. sets over the two-day 
meet in Manchester, England. 

2010 — Barbara Stevens of Division 
II Bentley University becomes the fifth 
coach in NCAA women's basketball to 
reach 800 victories. The Falcons beat 
C.W. Post 93-60. 

2010 — The Detroit Lions stop their re¬ 
cord road skid at 26 games with a 23-20 
overtime win at Tampa Bay. It’s the first 
road win since Oct. 28, 2007, when they 
beat the Bears 16-7 at Chicago. 


College basketball 


Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Binghamton 51, Sacred Heart 48 
Boston College 84, CCSU 65 
Delaware 68, Delaware St. 59, OT 
Duquesne 74, NC A&T 58 
El on 77, Boston U. 69 
La Salle 95, Mercer 85 
Old Dominion 82, Fairfield 77, OT 
Providence 62, Stony Brook 60 
Saint Joseph’s 72, Maine 59 
Siena 87, Bryant 68 
St.John’s 69, Iona 59 
St. Peter’s 71, LIU Brooklyn 56 
UMBC 76, N. Kentucky 75 
SOUTH 

Furman 90, UNC-Wilmington 84 
Gardner-Webb 80, Hampton 79 
Georgia Tech 79, Florida A&M 54 
Lipscomb 67, Abilene Christian 65 
Morehead St. 98, Cent. Arkansas 94, 
OT 

North Carolina 78, Tennessee 73 
Penn St. 72, George Mason 54 
Tennessee Tech 82, Chattanooga 76 
W. Carolina 76, UNC-Asheville 72 
William & Mary 126, Milligan 69 
Wofford 70, High Point 57 
MIDWEST 

Evansville 79, Midway 52 
Miami (Ohio) 109, Rio Grande 70 
Nebraska-Omaha 99, Cornell College 
58 

S. Illinois 71, Lamar 61 

SOUTHWEST 

Baylor 118, Savannah St. 86 
Houston 92, Prairie View 72 

FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 76, Vanderbilt 64 
Army 79, Air Force 54 
Colorado St. 66, Texas State 58 
E. Washington 86, CS Northridge 58 
Hawaii 70, Utah Valley 69 
Montana 77, UC Riverside 61 
Nevada 77, Radford 62 
South Dakota 76, San Jose St. 62 
Southern Cal 98, UC Santa Barbara 87 
Stanford 71, San Francisco 59 
Washington 80, Loyola Marymount 77 

AP Men’s Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. Villanova (11-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Hofstra, Friday. 

2. Michigan State (10-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Houston Baptist, Monday. 

3. Wichita State (8-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Arkansas State, Tuesday. 

4. Duke (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Evansville, Wednesday. 

5. Arizona State (10-0) beat Vanderbilt 
76-64. Next: vs. Longwood, Tuesday. 

6. Miami (9-0) did not play. Next: at Ha¬ 
waii, Friday. 

7. North Carolina (10-1) beat No. 20 
Tennessee 78-73. Next: vs. Wofford, 
Wednesday. 

8. Kentucky (9-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
UCLA, Saturday. 

9. Texas A&M (9-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Northern Kentucky, Tuesday. 

10. Xavier (10-1) did not play. Next: 
Marshall, Tuesday. 

11. West Virginia (9-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Coppin State, Wednesday. 

12. Gonzaga (9-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. IUPUI, Monday. 

13. Kansas (8-2) did not play. Next: 
Omaha, Monday. 

14. TCU (10-0) did not play. Next: 
Texas Southern, Monday. 

15. Seton Hall (9-2) did not play. Next 
vs. Wagner, Wednesday. 

16. Virginia (9-1) did not play. Next: vs 
Savannah State, Tuesday. 

17. Purdue (11-2) did not play. Next: 
Tennessee State, Thursday. 

18. Notre Dame (8-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Dartmouth, Tuesday. 

19. Florida State (9-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Charleston Southern, Monday. 

20. Tennessee (7-2) lost to No. 7 
North Carolina 78-73. Next: vs. Furman, 
Wednesday. 

21. Baylor (9-2) beat Savannah State 
118-86. Next: vs. Southern University, 
Wednesday. 

22. Florida (6-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
James Madison, Wednesday. 

23. Arizona (8-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
North Dakota State, Monday. 

24. Texas Tech (9-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. FAU, Tuesday. 

25. Cincinnati (9-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Arkansas-Pine Bluff, Tuesday. 


Fight schedule 


tuciii Duyeaux, ±z, iui muue b vvd 

bantamweight title; Ken Shiro ... .... 
berto Pedroza, 12, for Shiro’s WBC junior 
flyweight title; Satoshi Shimizu vs. Filipi¬ 
no Edward Mancito, 12, featherweights; 
Takuma Inoue vs. Kentaro Masuda, 10, 
bantamweights. 

Dec. 31 

At Tokyo, Milan Melindo vs. Ryoichi 
Taguchi, 12, Melindo’s IBF and Taguchi’s 
WBA World junior flyweight titles; Hiroto 
Kyoguchi vs. Carlos Buitrago, 12, for Kyo- 
gucni’s IBF strawweight title; Sho Kimura 
vs. Toshiyuki Igarashi, 12, for Kimura’s 
WBO flyweight title. 

2018 
Jan. 6 

At Accra, Ghana, Cesar Juarez vs. 
Isaac Dogboe, 12, for the vacant interim 
WBO junior featherweight title. 

Jan. 16 

At Macao, China, Donnie Nietes vs. 
Juan Carlos Reveco, 12, for Nietes’ IBF 
flyweight title. 


Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 69, St. Bonaventure 52 
Boston College 64, New Hampshire 55 
Drexel 65, Saint Joseph’s 58 
Duquesne 64, Cent. Michigan 61 
Fordham 71, Bucknell 62 
Gardner-Webb 75, Mount St. Mary’s 
57 

George Washington 61, American U. 
14 

Holy Cross 69, Rhode Island 63 
La Salle 71, Delaware St. 48 
Northeastern 71, Vermont 66 
Penn St. 59, Pittsburgh 48 
Princeton 58, Wagner 37 
Siena 62, Sacred Heart 57 
Stony Brook 60, CCSU 55 
UCLA 77, Seton Hall 68 
SOUTH 
Alabama 59, SMU 44 
Chattanooga 68, Florida Gulf Coast 61 
Clemson 53, Jacksonville St. 45 
Georgia 60, Georgia Tech 53 
Jacksonville 68, Bethune-Cookman 58 
LSU 60, Louisiana-Lafayette 45 
Louisville 87, Kentucky 63 
Mercer 93, Winthrop 45 
Mississippi St. 83, Maine 43 
New Orleans 89, Louisiana-Monroe 51 
North Carolina 90, Washington 78 
Presbyterian 69, NC Central 60 
Samford 80, Troy 73 
South Carolina 99, Savannah St. 38 
South Florida 82, FIU 52 
Syracuse 69, Coastal Carolina 57 
Tulane 62, Middle Tennessee 44 
UAB 85, Alabama A&M 58 
UTEP 93, East Carolina 79 
Virginia 77, Ohio 59 
W. Kentucky 70, Toledo 56 
William & Mary 75, Old Dominion 58 
MIDWEST 

Cleveland St. 56, Illinois St. 47 
Dayton 82, James Madison 54 
E. Michigan 78, Detroit 76 
Iowa 71, N. Iowa 47 
Iowa St. 89, UC Riverside 66 
Marquette 83, Milwaukee 68 
Missouri 75, Indiana 55 
N. Illinois 86, SlU-Edwardsville 75 
Notre Dame 91, DePaul 82 
Ohio St. 87, Cincinnati 76 
Purdue 65, E. Washington 40 
S. Dakota St. 85, Drake 78 
Saint Louis 101, Lipscomb 57 
Xavier 75, Furman 62 

SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas 91, Texas-Arlington 57 
TCU 89, Northwestern St. 51 
Texas 87, Florida St. 72 
Texas Southern 85, Paul Quinn College 
59 

Texas State 73, Sam Houston St. 41 
Texas Tech 80, Rio Grande 64 

FAR WEST 

Gonzaga 97, St. Francis (Pa.) 74 
Hawaii 65, Arizona 60 
Nebraska 81, San Jose St. 55 
New Mexico St. 86, Pepperdine 64 
Oregon 90, Mississippi 46 
Pacific 85, Seattle 73 
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 69, UT Martin 58 
San Francisco 70, Fresno St. 62 
Tennessee 90, Long Beach St. 61 
UCF 62, UC Davis 55 
Weber St. 91, Portland 70 

AP Women’s Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. UConn (8-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Oklahoma, Tuesday. 

2. Notre Dame (10-1) beat DePaul 91- 
82. Next: vs. Marquette, Wednesday. 

3. Louisville (13-0) beat Kentucky 87- 
63. Next: at Air Force, Wednesday. 

4. South Carolina (10-1) beat Savannah 
State 99-38. Next: at Temple, Thursday. 

5. Mississippi State (11-0) beat Maine 
83-43. Next: at UNLV, Wednesday. 

6. Baylor (9-1) did not play. Next: at 
Nicholls State, Monday. 

7. Tennessee (10-0) at Long Beach 
State. Next: at No. 18 Stanford, Thurs¬ 
day. 

8. Texas (9-1) beat No. 12 Florida State 
87-72. Next: at Oklahoma, Thursday, Dec. 
28. 

9. Oregon (9-2) beat Mississippi 90-46. 
Next: vs. No. 19 Texas A&M, Thursday. 

10. West Virginia (10-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Morgan State, Monday. 

11. UCLA (8-2) beat Seton Hall 77-68. 
Next: at Fordham, Wednesday. 

12. Florida State (10-1) lost to No. 8 
Texas 87-72. Next: at Creighton, Thurs¬ 
day. 

13. Ohio State (11-2) beat Cincinnati 
87-76. Next: at Nebraska, Thursday, Dec. 
28. 

14. Duke (8-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Maine, Tuesday. 

15. Maryland (10-2) did not play. Next: 
at Coppin State, Wednesday. 

16. Missouri (10-1) beat Indiana 75-55. 
Next: vs. Xavier, Monday. 

17. Oregon State (8-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. UC Davis, Wednesday. 

18. Stanford (6-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Western Illinois, Monday. 

19. Texas A&M (9-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Hawaii, Wednesday. 

20. Villanova (9-0) did not play. Next: 
at La Salle, Wednesday. 

21. Green Bay (9-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Northwestern, Tuesday. 

22. South Florida (9-2) beat FIU 82-52. 
Next: vs. Dayton, Wednesday. 

23. Michigan (10-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Delaware State, Thursday. 

24. California (8-2) did not play. Next: 
at Kentucky, Thursday. 

25. Iowa (11-1) beat Northern Iowa 71- 
47. Next: vs. Drake, Thursday. 
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Top 25 roundup 

Tar Heels 
rally past 
Tennessee 

Associated. Press 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — North 
Carolina passed the kind of road 
challenge it wanted to face before 
starting Atlantic Coast Confer¬ 
ence competition. 

Kenny Williams sank a go- 
ahead three-pointer with 35 sec¬ 
onds left as the seventh-ranked 
Tar Heels rallied past No. 20 Ten¬ 
nessee 78-73 Sunday. 

This was the first game North 
Carolina (10-1) played all season 
that was decided by a single¬ 
digit margin. Even its lone loss of 
the season was a 63-45 blowout 
against No. 2 Michigan State. 

“This will be good for us,” Wil¬ 
liams said. “Every game in the 
ACC is like that. To have this ex¬ 
perience and know we can pull it 
out, I think it will come in handy 
down the road.” 

North Carolina capitalized on 
a 9-0 run in the final minute to 
win for the fifth straight time and 
ended Thompson-Boling Are¬ 
na’s hex on defending national 
champions. 

Tennessee (7-2) had won each 
of the last five times it had hosted 
a defending national champion, a 
string that included victories over 
Connecticut (in January 2012), 
Florida (February 2007 and Feb¬ 
ruary 2008) and Kentucky (Feb¬ 
ruary 1999 and February 2013). 

“We always say we need a 
game like this to help us later on 
down the road,” said North Car¬ 
olina’s Joel Berry II, who scored 
21 points. “We hadn’t had a game 
like this. For us to be able to thrive 
in this situation and be able to get 
the momentum back on our side 
was a great thing. It was all about 
the defensive end. We got stops.” 

Luke Maye and Williams added 
15 points each for North Carolina. 
Grant Williams scored 15 points 
to lead five Tennessee players in 
double figures. 

Tennessee led by as many as 
nine points in the second half and 
was ahead 70-67 before North 
Carolina took control down the 
stretch. 

No. 5 Arizona State 76, Van¬ 
derbilt 64: At Tempe, Ariz., Tra 
Holder scored 25 points, Shannon 
Evans II added 15 and the Sun 
Devils (10-0) overcame a dismal 
start to beat the Commodores 
(3-7). 

Arizona State was coming off a 
victory last week over then-No. 2 
Kansas that sent it to its highest 
ranking in 36 years. 

Saben Lee had 24 points to lead 
Vanderbilt. 

No. 21 Baylor 118, Savannah 
State 86: At Waco, Texas, Jo- 
Lual Acuil had career highs with 
31 points and 20 rebounds asThe 
Bears rode a 21-0 first-half run to 
a rout of the Tigers. 

Manu Lecomte added 25 points 
for Baylor (9-2), King McClure 
had 19, Nuni Omot 18, and Mark 
Vital 12. Dexter McClananahan 
led Savannah State (3-10) with 22 
points, and Austin Dasent had 18. 


NBA scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Boston 25 7 

Toronto 20 8 

New York 16 13 

Philadelphia 14 14 

Brooklyn 11 18 

Southeast Division 
Washington 16 14 

- 15 14 

11 20 
10 19 
6 23 

Central Division 

23 8 

17 13 
17 13 
15 13 


Miami 

Orlando 

Charlotte 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Milwaukee 

Chicago 


! 20 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Memphis 


24 


20 10 
15 15 
9 21 
8 22 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 17 13 

Portland 16 13 

Denver 16 13 

Oklahoma City 14 15 

Utah 14 16 

Pacific Division 
Golden State 23 6 

L.A. Clippers 11 17 

L.A. Lakers 10 17 

Phoenix 10 21 

Sacramento 9 20 

Sunday’s games 
Toronto 108, Sacramento 93 
Detroit 114, Orlando 110 
Cleveland 106, Washington 99 
Indiana 109, Brooklyn 97 
Monday’s games 
Boston at Indiana 
New York at Charlotte 
Miami at Atlanta 
Denver at Oklahoma City 
Philadelphia at Chicago 
Portland at Minnesota 
Utah at Houston 
L.A. Clippers at San Antonio 
Phoenix at Dallas 
Golden State at L.A. Lakers 
Tuesday’s games 
New Orleans at Washington 
Sacramento at Philadelphia 
Cleveland at Milwaukee 

Wednesday's games 
Toronto at Charlotte 
Indiana at Atlanta 
Miami at Boston 
Sacramento at Brooklyn 
L.A. Lakers at Houston 
Orlando at Chicago 
Utah at Oklahoma City 
Detroit at Dallas 
Minnesota at Denver 
San Antonio at Portland 
Memphis at Golden State 
Phoenix at L.A. Clippers 

Thursday’s games 
Chicago at Cleveland 
Toronto at Philadelphia 
Boston at New York 
Memphis at Phoenix 
San Antonio at Utah 


Sunday 

Raptors 108, Kings 93 

SACRAMENTO - Carter 2-5 0-0 4, Kou- 
fos 3-9 0-0 6, Cauley-Stein 5-9 2-2 12, Hill 
6-11 0-2 16, Temple 6-13 4-4 18, Jackson 1- 
4 0-0 2, Labissiere 0-2 0-0 0, Papagiannis 

2- 4 0-0 4, Mason 3-6 0-0 6, Hield 3-8 0-0 7, 
Bogdanovic 7-10 0-0 18. Totals 38-81 6-8 
93. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 4-8 0-0 11, Miles 

3- 9 2-2 10, Valanciunas 3-10 7-8 13, Lowry 
5-11 2-2 16, DeRozan 6-17 9-12 21, Siakam 

1- 9 0-0 2, Poeltl 4-6 1-2 9, VanVIeet 3-4 0-0 
7, Wright 2-6 0-0 5, Powell 5-5 2-2 14. To¬ 
tals 36-85 23-28 108. 

Sacramento 30 33 14 16- 93 

Toronto 35 26 22 25-108 

Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 11- 
26 (Hill 4-7, Bogdanovic 4-7, Temple 2-7, 
Hield 1-2, Jackson 0-3), Toronto 13-30 
(Lowry 4-8, Anunoby 3-6, Powell 2-2, Miles 

2- 7, VanVIeet 1-1, Wright 1-2, DeRozan 0- 
1, Valanciunas 0-1, Siakam 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Sacramento 32 
(Cauley-Stein, Koufos 6), Toronto 46 (Va¬ 
lanciunas 16). Assists—Sacramento 25 
(Hill, Bogdanovic 5), Toronto 20 (Lowry 
7). Total Fouls—Sacramento 19, Toronto 
13. A-19,800 (19,800). 


Pistons 114, Magic 110 

ORLANDO - Simmons 10-19 3-6 23, He- 
zonj'a 10-18 0-0 28, Vucevic 10-20 0-0 24, 
Payton 6-7 1-2 15, Mack 1-1 0-0 2, Isaac 
0-4 1-2 1, Iwundu 2-5 0-0 5, Biyombo 0-2 
0-0 0, Augustin 2-9 6-7 12, Artis 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 41-85 11-17 110. 

DETROIT - Bullock 8-10 0-0 20, Harris 
7-17 0-0 17, Drummond 5-10 2-2 12, Jack- 
son 7-15 0-0 17, Kennard 1-5 0-0 3, John¬ 
son 1-5 4-6 7, Tolliver 5-7 2-2 17, Moreland 

3-4 0-0 6, Marjanovic 0-0 0-0 0, Galloway 
3-9 5-6 11, Smith 2-6 0-0 4. Totals 42-88 
13-16 114. 

Orlando 23 20 36 31-110 

Detroit 36 24 36 18-114 

Three-Point Goals—Orlando 17-33 (He- 
zonj'a 8-12, Vucevic 4-6, Payton 2-3, Au¬ 
gustin 2-7, Iwundu 1-2, Simmons 0-3), De¬ 
troit 17-34 (Tolliver 5-7, Bullock 4-6, Harris 
3-5, Jackson 3-7, Kennard 1-1, Johnson 
1-3, Galloway 0-5). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Orlando 40 (Vucevic 14), Detroit 
39 (Moreland 8). Assists—Orlando 27 
(Vucevic, Payton, Simmons 7), Detroit 27 
(Smith, Jackson 6). Total Fouls—Orlando 
16, Detroit 17. A—16,312 (21,000). 

Pacers 109, Nets 97 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 4-8 0-0 9, 
T.Young 2-6 1-2 5, Turner 7-11 2-2 16, 
Collison 6-10 1-2 14, Oladipo 9-14 4-5 26, 
Poythress 0-1 0-0 0, Sabonis 7-13 3-4 17, 
Joseph 5-7 4-4 15, Stephenson 3-6 0-0 7. 
Totals 43-76 15-19 109. 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 1-6 0-0 2, Hollis- 
Jefferson 2-10 4-4 9, Zeller 5-9 2-3 13, Din- 
widdie 1-6 3-3 5, Crabbe 5-8 3-3 17, Acy 
5-10 0-0 14, Allen 3-5 3-3 9, LeVert 6-11 2-5 
14, Harris 6-11 0-0 14, Stauskas 0-5 0-0 0. 
Totals 34-81 17-21 97. 

Indiana 28 31 21 29-109 

Brooklyn 29 19 24 25- 97 

Three-Point Goals—Indiana 8-18 (Ola¬ 
dipo 4-6, Collison 1-1, Stephenson 1-2, 
Joseph 1-2, Bogdanovic 1-4, Turner 0-1, 
T.Young 0-2), Brooklyn 12-33 (Crabbe 4- 
6, Acy 4-7, Harris 2-5, Zeller 1-1, Hollis- 
Jefferson 1-2, LeVert 0-2, Stauskas 0-2, 
Carroll 0-3, Dinwiddie 0-5). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Indiana 43 (Sabonis 
8), Brooklyn 29 (Hollis-Jefferson 6). As¬ 
sists—Indiana 21 (Collison 7), Brooklyn 
26 (Dinwiddie 9). Total Fouls—Indiana 20, 
Brooklyn 17. Technicals—Brooklyn team. 
A-13,934 (17,732). 

Cavaliers 106, Wizards 99 

CLEVELAND - Crowder 3-5 0-0 7, 
James 8-23 2-3 20, Love 9-20 2-2 25, Calde¬ 
ron 3-4 0-0 7, JR Smith 3-9 0-0 7, Green 5- 
12 4-5 15, Osman 2-3 0-0 5, Frye 2-3 0-0 
5, Thompson 2-2 0-0 4, Korver 4-6 2-2 11. 
Totals 41-87 10-12 106. 

WASHINGTON - Oubre Jr. 4-8 2-2 11, 
Morris 4-10 1-2 10, Gortat 3-5 1-4 7, Wall 6- 
16 1-2 15, Beal 10-27 3-4 27, Scott 8-14 0-0 
19, Mahinmi 2-3 1-2 5, Satoransky 1-4 0-0 
2, Meeks 1-4 0-0 3. Totals 39-91 9-16 99. 
Cleveland 27 33 23 23-106 

Washington 23 37 23 16- 99 

Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 14-34 
(Love 5-8, James 2-7, Calderon 1-1, Os¬ 
man 1-1, Korver 1-2, Crowder 1-2, Frye 
1-2, Green 1-4, JR Smith 1-7), Washing¬ 
ton 12-33 (Beal 4-13, Scott 3-7, Wall 2-5, 
Morris 1-1, Meeks 1-2, Oubre Jr. 1-4, Sa¬ 
toransky 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Cleveland 42 (James 12), Wash¬ 
ington 51 (Wall 10). Assists—Cleveland 
24 (James 15), Washington 20 (Wall 6). 
Total Fouls—Cleveland 16, Washington 
18. Technicals—JR Smith, Morris, Wash¬ 
ington coach Scott Brooks. A—20,356 
(20,356). 

Calendar 

Jan. 5 — 10-day contracts can be 

Jan. 10 — All contracts are guaranteed 
for rest of season. 

Jan. 15 — Last day to sign two-way 
contracts. 

Feb. 8 — Trade deadline. 

Feb. 16-18, 2018 - All-Star weekend, 
Los Angeles. 

April 11-14 — Portsmouth Invitational 
Tournament (Portsmouth, Va.). 

April 11 — Regular Season ends. 

April 14 — Playoffs begin. 

April 22 — NBA draft early entry eligi¬ 
bility deadline (11:59 p.m. EDT). 

May 31 — NBA Finals begin. 

June 11 — NBA draft early entry en¬ 
trant withdrawal deadline (5 p.m. EDT) 

June 17 — NBA Finals latest possible 
date. 

June 21 — NBA Draft. 



Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James’ shoes are emblazoned 
with “EQUALITY” on both heels during the first half against the 
Washington Wizards on Sunday in Washington. 

In special shoes, 
LeBron lifts Cavs 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — LeBron 
James joked that he changed out 
of his shoes — one black, one 
white, with “equality” in gold 
capital letters — at halftime be¬ 
cause he was playing poorly. 

“If that’s a bad game,” team¬ 
mate Kevin Love said, “then 
sheesh!” 

James finished with 20 points, 
15 assists and 12 rebounds to lead 
the Cleveland Cavaliers past the 
Washington Wizards 106-99 on 
Sunday night for their 18th victory 
in 19 games, and then said after¬ 
ward his choice of footwear was 
related to the game being played 
about a mile from President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s White House. 

“This is a beautiful country 
and we’re never going to let one 
person dictate how beautiful and 
how powerful we are,” the four¬ 
time NBA MVP said. 

James had his fourth triple¬ 
double in the past five games de¬ 
spite being called for four fouls in 
the final quarter. 

Still, he offered a scathing 
self-critique. 

“I actually played pretty bad 
tonight. I wasn’t as strong with 


the ball: I had six turnovers. Kind 
of lazy with the ball, at times,” 
James said. “And my teammates 
did a great job bailing me out.” 

Love led Cleveland with 25 
points and added nine rebounds. 
Jeff Green added 15 points, and 
Kyle Korver scored 11. 

“He just affects the game in 
so many ways and makes a lot 
of plays for other guys, too ... 
He’s our leader,” Love said about 
James. 

The last time these teams 
played, at Washington on Nov. 3, 
Cleveland won thanks to 57 points 
from James. 

That prompted Wizards coach 
Scott Brooks to joke before tipoff 
Sunday that holding James to “56 
would be pretty good tonight.” 
He also cracked, “I have a lot of 
respect for Coach (Tyronn) Lue, 
but I think he’s making a bad de¬ 
cision if he doesn’t sit LeBron to¬ 
night. Back-to-back games, right? 
Our fans saw 57. They don’t need 
to see any more.” 

Bradley Beal led Washington 
with 27 points, and John Wall had 
15 points, 10 rebounds and six 
assists in 32 minutes in his third 
game back after missing nine 
with an injured left knee. 


NBA roundup 


Pistons make team-record 17 threes in win over Magic 


Associated Press 

DETROIT — Reggie Bullock scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 20 points, and the Detroit Pistons 
tied a franchise record with 17 three-pointers 
in a 114-100 victory over the Orlando Magic 
on Sunday. 

The Pistons have won three in a row after 
starting December with a seven-game losing 
streak. They almost let this game slip away 


when Orlando went on a 19-0 run to cut the 
lead to five late in the fourth, but Detroit was 
able to hold on. 

Nikola Vucevic had 24 points, 14 rebounds 
and seven assists for the Magic. They have 
dropped five straight and 16 of 19. 

Raptors 108, Kings 93: DeMar DeRozan 
scored 21 points, Jonas Valanciunas had 13 
points and a season-high 16 rebounds and To¬ 


ronto won its ninth straight home game, beat¬ 
ing Sacramento. 

Bogdan Bogdanovic and Garrett Temple 
each scored 18 points for the Kings. 

Pacers 109, Nets 97: Victor Oladipo 
scored 26 points, Domantas Sabonis had 17 
and visiting Indiana beat Brooklyn. 

Quincy Acy, Caris LeVert and Joe Harris 
each had 14 for the Nets. 
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NHL/SPORTS BRIEFS 


NHL roundup NHL scoreboard 


Briefly 


Win gives 
Vegas lead 
in Pacific 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Erik Haula 
scored the go-ahead goal midway 
through the third period and the 
Vegas Golden Knights beat the 
Florida Panthers 5-2 Sunday. 

Nate Schmidt, Colin Miller, Jon¬ 
athan Marchessault and James 
Neal also scored for Vegas, while 
goalie Malcolm Subban stopped 
16 shots. The Golden Knights 
moved into first place in the Pa¬ 
cific Division. They are tied with 
Los Angeles with 44 points, but 
have the tiebreaker by having 
played two fewer games. 

Vegas improved to 13-2-1 at T- 
Mobile Arena with the most home 
wins by any team in the Western 
Conference. 

Radim Vraba and Mike Mathe- 
son scored for the Panthers, while 
James Reimer stopped 35 shots. 

Blackhawks 4, Wild 1: Pat¬ 
rick Kane scored two slick goals, 
Corey Crawford made 27 saves 
and host Chicago got its season- 
high fifth straight win. 

Ryan Hartman snapped a 17- 
game goal-scoring drought dating 
to Oct. 28, and Tommy Wingels 
added a short-handed empty-net- 
ter for the Blackhawks. 

Matt Dumba scored at 5:56 of 
the third, spoiling Crawford’s shut¬ 
out bid on a screened shot from 
the right point. The Wild dropped 
their second straight after a four- 
game winning streak. 

Jets 4, Blues 0: Connor Hel- 
lebuyck stopped 24 shots for his 
eighth career shutout, Patrik 
Laine got his team-high 16th goal 
of the season and host Winnipeg 
blanked the Blues a day after 
being shut out at St. Louis. 

Adam Lowry, Mark Scheifele 
and Josh Morrissey also scored 
for Winnipeg, which lost 2-0 at St. 
Louis the previous night. 

Flames 6, Canucks 1: Mark 
Giordano scored twice, Sam Ben¬ 
nett had a goal and three assists, 
and visiting Calgary snapped a 
three-game skid. 

Mark Jankowski had a goal and 
two assists, and Matthew Tka- 
chuk and Micheal Ferland also 
scored for the Flames. 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Boston 

Montreal 

Detroit 

Ottawa 

Florida 

Buffalo 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts 

32 24 ‘ ‘ 


GF GA 

123 80 

34 20 13 1 41 109 97 

. 5 35 86 85 

4 32 87 103 

7 31 86 103 

7 29 85 103 

„ __ __ 5 29 95 115 

33 8 18 7 23 72 111 


15 10 

33 14 15 

32 12 13 

31 11 13 

33 12 16 


Metropolitan Division 

Washington 34 21 12 ' 

New Jersey 32 18 9 

Columbus 33 20 12 

N.Y. Rangers 33 18 12 

N.Y. Islanders 33 18 12 

Pittsburgh 34 17 14 

Carolina 32 14 11 

Philadelphia 32 14 11 


43 1 


108 96 
118 114 
99 108 

90 98 

91 90 


Nashville 
St. Louis 
Winnipeg 
Chicago 

Minnesota 

Colorado 

Vegas 
Los Angeles 
San Jose 

ax 


Western Conference 

Central Division 

OT Pts GF GA 


32 21 

35 22 11 2 

34 19 10 5 

33 17 11 5 

34 18 14 2 

33 17 13 3 

32 15 15 2 

Pacific Division 

32 21 9 2 

34 20 10 4 

31 17 10 4 

34 17 14 3 

33 14 11 8 

34 15 15 4 

33 14 17 2 


46 108 85 
46 107 88 

43 112 94 
39 102 86 
38 99 99 

37 94 95 
32 101 107 

44 112 97 
44 103 81 

38 85 75 
37 97 102 


Vancouver 

Edmonton 33 14 17 2 30 96 107 

Arizona 35 7 23 5 19 78 122 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Saturday’s games 
Edmonton 3, Minnesota 2 
N.Y. Rangers 3, Boston 2, OT 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Los Angeles 3, OT 
St. Louis 2, Winnipeg 0 
Ottawa 3, Montreal 0 
Carolina 2, Columbus 1 
Philadelphia 2, Dallas 1, OT 
Washington 3, Anaheim 2, OT 
Pittsburgh 4, Arizona 2 
Tampa Bay 6, Colorado 5 
Nashville 2, Calgary 0 

Sunday’s games 
Winnipeg 4, St. Louis 0 
Chicago 4, Minnesota 1 
Calgary 6, Vancouver 1 
Vegas 5, Florida 2 

Monday’s games 
Anaheim at New Jersey 
Columbus at Boston 
Los Angeles at Philadelphia 
San Jose at Edmonton 
Pittsburgh at Colorado 

Tuesday’s games 
Carolina at Toronto 
Minnesota at Ottawa 
Detroit at N.Y. Islanders 
Anaheim at N.Y. Rangers 
Boston at Buffalo 
Winnipeg at Nashville 
Washington at Dallas 
Florida at Arizona 
Tampa Bay at Vegas 
Montreal at Vancouver 

Wednesday’s games 
Toronto at Columbus 
Detroit at Philadelphia 
St. Louis at Calgary 

Sunday 

Jets 4 , Blues 0 

St. Louis 0 0 0-0 

Winnipeg 0 2 2-4 

Second Period—1, Winnipeg, Lowry 5 
(Tanev, Copp), 4:32.2, Winnipeg, Laine 16 
(Perreault, Trouba), 15:13 (pp). 

Third Period—3, Winnipeg, Scheifele 
15 (Morrissey, Copp), 11:54. 4, Winnipeg, 
Morrissey 5 (Wheeler, Trouba), 13:45. 

Shots on Goal—St. Louis 9-6-9-24. 
Winnipeg 12-16-18—46. 

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 0 
of 4; Winnipeg 1 of 4. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Allen 17-9-2 (46 
shots-42 saves). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 
17-4-4 (24-24). 

A-15,321 (15,294). T-2:26. 


Golden Knights 5, Panthers 2 

Florida 2 0 0-2 

Vegas 2 0 3-5 

First Period—1, Florida, Vrbata 4 
(Bjugstad, Malgin), 2:58 (pp). 2, Florida, 
Matheson 2 (Trocheck, Dadonov), 5:13.3, 
Vegas, Schmidt 2 (Karlsson, Smith), 6:39. 

4, Vegas, Miller 5 (Neal, Marchessault), 
17:20. 

Third Period—5, Vegas, Flaula 12 
(Marchessault, Miller), 11:40. 6, Vegas, 
Marchessault 11 (Smith), 17:50. 7, Vegas, 
Neal 16 (Theodore), 19:32. 

Shots on Goal—Florida 9-7-2-18. Ve¬ 
gas 11-9-20-40. 

Power-play opportunities—Florida 1 
of 3; Vegas 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Florida, Reimer 6-9-4 (38 
shots-35 saves). Vegas, Subban 8-2-0 
(18-16). 

A-17,593 (17,367). T-2:35. 

Flames 6, Canucks 1 

Calgary 1 4 1-6 

Vancouver 0 0 1-1 

First Period—1, Calgary, Jankowski 6 
(Bennett, Hathaway), 5:45. 

Second Period—2, Calgary, Giordano 
5 (Gaudreau, Hamilton), 3:56. 3, Calgary, 
Tkachuk 7 (Bennett, Jankowski), 15:47. 4, 
Calgary, Giordano 6 (Stajan, Brouwer), 
18:47. 5, Calgary, Bennett 5 (Hamonic, 
Jankowski), 19:47. 

Third Period—6, Vancouver, Granlund 
7 (H.Sedin, Edler), 6:48 (pp). 7, Calgary, 
Ferland 13 (Bennett, Hamilton), 11:09 
(PP). 

Shots on Goal—Calgary 9-10-19-38. 
Vancouver 7-6-4—17. 

Power-play opportunities—Calgary 1 
of 5; Vancouver 1 of 5. 

Goalies—Calgary, Rittich 3-1-0 (17 
shots-16 saves). Vancouver, Markstrom 
9-11-3 (19-14), Nilsson 6-4-1 (19-18). 

A—18,236 (18,910). T-2:30. 

Blackhawks 4, Wild 1 

Minnesota 0 0 1-1 

Chicago 1 1 2-4 

First Period—1, Chicago, Kane 13 
(Schmaltz, Anisimov), 10:56. 

Second Period—2, Chicago, Kane 14 
(Keith, Oesterle), 15:36. 

Third Period—3, Chicago, Hartman 

5, 1:41. 4, Minnesota, Dumba 6 (Suter, 
Coyle), 5:56. 5, Chicago, Wingels 6, 16:00 
(sh). 

Shots on Goal—Minnesota 13-6-9—28. 
Chicago 9-22-15-46. 

Power-play opportunities—Minnesota 
0 of 2; Chicago 0 of 6. 

Goalies—Minnesota, Stalock 5-5-1 (45 
shots-42 saves). Chicago, Crawford 16-7- 
2 (28-27). 

A—21,813 (19,717). T-2:26. 



John Locher/AP 


Golden Knights left wing Erik 
Haula celebrates Sunday after 
scoring against the Panthers. 


UCF’s Frost voted 
coach of the year 


Associated Press 

Scott Frost is The Associated 
Press coach of the year after lead¬ 
ing UCF to an unbeaten season 
and a spot in the Peach Bowl. 

Frost has already accepted the 
Nebraska head coaching job, but 
plans to complete the season with 
UCF and coach the lOth-ranked 
Knights against No. 7 Auburn. 

Frost received 21 first-place 
votes and 100 points from 57 
Top 25 poll voters who submitted 
ballots. Kirby Smart of Georgia 
finished second with seven first- 
place votes and 55 points. Clem- 
son’s Dabo Swinney finished third 
with seven votes and 38 points. 

Oklahoma’s Lincoln Riley (four, 
36) was fourth and Miami’s Mark 
Richt (five, 28) was fifth. UAB’s 
Bill Clark (six), Wisconsin’s Paul 
Chryst (three), Iowa State’s Matt 
Campbell (two), Fresno State’s 
Jeff Tedford (one) and Auburn’s 
Gus Malzahn (one) also received 
first-place votes. 

Frost took over at UCF two 
years ago with the Knights com¬ 
ing off an 0-12 season. He got 
them to a bowl game last sea¬ 
son, going 6-7. This season, the 
Knights exceeded all expecta¬ 
tions. UCF won the American 
Athletic Conference and were the 
highest-scoring team in the coun¬ 
try at 49 points per game. 

“I was very fortunate to work 
with a special group at UCF for 
the last two years,” Frost, 42, said 
in a statement to the AP. “I’ve told 
them a number of times that what 
they accomplished this season was 
nothing short of impossible. Any 
honor or award I receive based on 
what we accomplished as a team is 
a credit to those student-athletes. 
I’m very proud to have been a part 
of this magical season.” 

Broncos unsure 
which QB will start 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — The 
Denver Broncos aren’t sure who 
their quarterback is. 

In the latest twist to the uncer¬ 


tainty that’s shrouded the posi¬ 
tion ever since Peyton Manning 
retired, coach Vance Joseph said 
Monday he wasn’t sure whether 
to name Brock Osweiler or Pax¬ 
ton Lynch his starter at Washing¬ 
ton this weekend. 

Trevor Siemian went on IR with 
a left shoulder injury he sustained 
at Indianapolis last week. Oswei¬ 
ler relieved him and led Denver 
to a 25-13 win with one of the best 
performances of his career. 

ESPN president resigns 
to get treatment 

NEW YORK — John Skipper, 
president of the sprawling ESPN 
sports network, said Monday that 
he is resigning to treat a sub¬ 
stance abuse problem. 

Skipper’s sudden announcement 
will force the Walt Disney Co.- 
owned network to search for new 
leadership at a time of retrench¬ 
ment, with the company losing 
subscribers due to cord-cutters 
and working to boost its digital 
output to follow the migration of 
young fans to their smartphones. 

The 61-year-old executive, 
who has worked at ESPN since 
1997 and has led the company 
since 2012, said he’s struggled for 
many years with substance ad¬ 
diction but gave no details of his 
specific problem. He said he had 
concluded that now is the time to 
deal with it. 

Lyles, Padres agree 
to 1-year, SIM deal 

SAN DIEGO — Right-hander 
Jordan Lyles and the San Diego 
Padres have agreed to a $1 mil¬ 
lion, one-year contract that in¬ 
cludes a club option for 2019. 

Lyles gets a $750,000 sal¬ 
ary next year under the deal an¬ 
nounced Sunday, and the Padres’ 
option is for $3.5 million with a 
$250,000 buyout. 

His 2019 salary would escalate 
to $4.5 million if he is selected 
comeback player of the year. 
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Richardson putting 
Panthers on market 


Team owner subject of misconduct probe 


By Steve Reed 

Associated. Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Fac¬ 
ing a growing investigation that 
accuses him of sexual miscon¬ 
duct and using racist language at 
work, Carolina Panthers owner 
Jerry Richardson announced 
Sunday that he will sell the NFL 
team after the season. 

The team announced on Twit¬ 
ter that Richardson is selling the 
team, linking to a five-paragraph 
letter by the franchise’s only 
owner. 

“I believe it is time to turn the 
franchise over to new owner¬ 
ship,” Richardson wrote, saying 
he wouldn’t begin discussions 
until after the season. The Pan¬ 
thers, who lost in the Super Bowl 
two seasons ago, are in playoff 
position again. 

“I hope everyone in the orga¬ 
nization, both on and off the field, 
will be firmly focused on one mis¬ 
sion: to play and win the Super 
Bowl,” said Richardson, 81. 

Richardson’s letter did not di¬ 
rectly address the investigation 
or allegations against him. 

The NFL awarded Richardson, 
a former player with the Balti¬ 
more Colts, an expansion fran¬ 
chise in 1993, and he has been the 
team’s only owner. 

“There has been no greater 
mission or purpose in my life than 
to have brought an NFL franchise 


to Charlotte,” Richardson wrote. 
“The obstacles back then were 
significant, and some even ques¬ 
tioned whether our community 
could or would support profes¬ 
sional football. But I always knew 
that if given the chance, The Car- 
olinas would rise to the occasion. 
And you have.” 

Richardson attended Sunday’s 
victory over the Green Bay Pack¬ 
ers at Bank of America Stadium 
and was photographed sitting 
beside his wife, Rosalind, in his 
luxury box. 

He did not speak to reporters. 

The NFL had no comment 
on the upcoming sale of the 
Panthers. 

“While I will no longer be the 
team owner, I will always be 
the Panthers Number One fan,” 
Richardson’s letter said. 

The Panthers are tied to Char¬ 
lotte through June 2019. 

The city of Charlotte and the 
Panthers reached agreement on 
improvements for the team’s sta¬ 
dium in 2013. The plan called for 
the city to contribute about $87 
million for renovations to Bank of 
America Stadium in exchange for 
a six-year hard tether to keep the 
Panthers in Charlotte. 

Forbes estimates the Panthers 
worth at $2.3 billion. The Buf¬ 
falo Bills sold in 2014 for $1.4 bil¬ 
lion following the death of owner 
Ralph Wilson. 


Rules: Even announcers were befuddled 
by overturned TD in Pats-Steelers game 


FROM BACK PAGE 

But CBS announcers Tony 
Romo and Jim Nantz were so un¬ 
aware that was even an issue that 
they only were trying to figure out 
whether James might have been 
touched by a defender before the 
football crossed the goal line. 

“There’s no doubt it’s going to 
hold up,” Nantz declared. 

Asked later how he felt about 
the eventual replay ruling, Steel- 
ers coach Mike Tomlin replied: 
“It’s really irrelevant how I feel 
about it, to be honest with you. It’s 
not going to change the outcome 
of the game. I’m not going to cry 
over spilled milk.” 

Both teams are 11-3; the Patri¬ 
ots’ victory puts them on a path 
to host a possible rematch in the 
conference championship game. 

There were so many other 
talking points afterward, includ¬ 
ing just how serious Steelers re¬ 
ceiver Antonio Brown’s left calf 
injury is; what went on with the 
last-minute decision-making by 
Roethlisberger, who compounded 
the damage done by the James 
call by faking a spike and then 
forcing a throw on a slant into the 
end zone that got intercepted with 
5 seconds to go; and why Pitts¬ 
burgh allowed New England tight 
end Rob Gronkowski to roam free 


with single-man coverage. 

In the Sunday night game, the 
Cowboys’ 20-17 victory at Oak¬ 
land was sealed when Raiders 
QB Derek Carr lost his grip on 
the football while reaching for 
the end zone on a scramble from 
the 8. The ball crossed the goal 
line, then went out the side of 
the end zone — a turnover and a 
touchback. 

Why not give the offense the 
ball where the player lost posses¬ 
sion? Or back the offense up to the 
25? Or come up with some other 
solution that doesn’t reward the 
defense for having done absolute¬ 
ly nothing to prevent a score? 

That wasn’t the most bizarre 
moment of the game. Or even 
the entire NFL day. No, that was 
reserved for referee Gene Stera- 
tore’s decision to try sliding what 
appeared to be an index card 
between the tip of the ball and 
the end of the chain when mea¬ 
suring for a first down. When he 
determined the card didn’t fit, 
Steratore awarded a first down 
to Dallas (8-6), which wound up 
kicking the go-ahead field goal on 
that drive. 

“That was interesting,” Cow¬ 
boys QB Dak Prescott said. “Him 
measuring with the paper.” 



New England Patriots tight end Rob Gronkowski celebrates a two-point conversion in the fourth quarter 
of Sunday’s 27-24 victory over the host Pittsburgh Steelers. 


Patriots ride Gronkowski 
to 9th consecutive East title 


By Will Graves 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — The Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelers still can’t figure 
out how to cover Rob Gronkows¬ 
ki. The AFC East still can’t figure 
out how to catch up with the New 
England Patriots. Now any AFC 
team that wants to do it in the 
playoffs will likely have to do it in 
Foxborough. 

Good luck with all that. 

The defending Super Bowl 
champs remain a tough out re¬ 
gardless of circumstance. The 
proof came to life in a 27-24 vic¬ 
tory over the Pittsburgh Steelers 
on Sunday in which they rallied 
from an eight-point deficit to 
score twice in the final 4 minutes 
to lock up their record ninth con¬ 
secutive division title. 

Six days removed from an ugly 
loss in Miami, the Patriots (11-3) 
ended the Steelers’ eight-game 
winning streak with a late goal 
line stand and a dive into the rule 
book by referee Tony Corrente 
that overturned Pittsburgh’s ap¬ 
parent game-winning TD. 

And no, New England head 
coach Bill Belichick insists, as 
the years pass and the Patriots 
remain above the fray, luck has 


nothing to do with it. 

“Just keep competing,” Belich¬ 
ick said. “Just keep competing for 
60 minutes. That’s what you do. 
Just keep competing.” 

Nobody does it better than the 
Patriots (11-3). Having Gronkows¬ 
ki helps. The superstar tight end 
continued his career-long domi¬ 
nation of the Steelers (11-3). He 
came in averaging 99 yards re¬ 
ceiving against Pittsburgh and 
was even better in front of the 
largest crowd to watch an NFL 
game at soggy Heinz Field, fin¬ 
ishing with nine receptions for 
168 yards, including three on New 
England’s game-winning drive. 

“I love getting in that zone,” 
Gronkowski said. “It feels good. 
I wish I could be like that 24-7, 
every week and every day.” 

Steelers safety Sean Davis 
spent New England’s final pos¬ 
session lined up across from 
Gronkowski and nearly sealed the 
victory but let a potential game- 
clinching interception smack off 
his fingertips. Given a second 
chance, Brady kept lobbing the 
ball to his tight end. Each time, 
Gronkowski, who has five inches 
and 60 pounds on Davis, came 
down with it. 


“I battled that whole game with 
them,” Davis said. “We came up 
short that last drive. That’s pretty 
much it.” 

Pittsburgh had a chance to win 
it late after a 69-yard catch-and- 
run by rookie wide receiver JuJu 
Smith-Schuster put the ball at 
the New England 10. Ben Roeth¬ 
lisberger found tight end Jesse 
James wide open over the middle 
and James caught the ball, put one 
knee on the ground and stretched 
across the goal line. One prob¬ 
lem: the ball moved when James’ 
hands hit the ground and the 
score was overturned on replay. 

“You have to survive the 
ground, which means you have to 
maintain control of the football,” 
Corrente said — something Cor¬ 
rente said James didn’t do. James 
begged to differ. 

“I thought it was a touchdown 
for sure,” James said. 

Roethlisberger faked a spike 
on Pittsburgh’s last snap. Rather 
than clock it to set up a field goal, 
he tried to hit Eli Rogers in the 
end zone. The Patriots were right 
on top of it. Roethlisberger’s pass 
caromed into the hands of New 
England safety Duron Harmon 
for an interception. 
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NFL SCOREBOARD 


American Conference 


y-New England 1 
Buffalo 
Miami 
N.Y. Jets 

x-Jacksonville 1 
Tennessee 
Houston 
Indianapolis 

y-Pittsburgh 1 
Baltimore 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 

Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Oakland 
Denver 


Pet PF PA 

786 395 274 
571 264 306 
429 252 342 
357 285 342 

714 374 209 
571 296 319 
286 319 380 
214 225 368 

786 344 278 
571 345 256 
357 233 305 
000 207 362 

571 359 302 
500 311 255 
429 281 324 
357 254 328 


National Conference 


y-Philadelphia 12 
Dallas 8 


6 0 
6 8 0 


N.Y. Giants 2 12 

South 

New Orleans 10 ' ‘ 

Carolina 
Atlanta 
Tampa Bay 


4 0 
4 0 


North 

11 3 0 


4 10 0 


857 438 279 
571 336 311 
429 305 359 
143 228 355 

714 401 282 
714 331 286 
615 294 261 
- 264 312 

343 242 
571 358 339 
500 309 333 
"" 234 294 


y-Minnesota 
Detroit 
Green Bay 
Chicago 

L.A. Rams 

Seattle 8 6 0 .571 321 294 

Arizona 6 8 0 .429 246 337 

San Francisco 4 10 0 .286 253 337 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Thursday’s games 
Denver 25, Indianapolis 13 
Saturday’s games 
Detroit 20, Chicago 10 
Kansas City 30, L.A. Chargers 13 
Sunday’s games 
Minnesota 34, Cincinnati 7 
Washington 20, Arizona 15 
Baltimore 27, Cleveland 10 
Buffalo 24, Miami 16 
Carolina 31, Green Bay 24 
Jacksonville 45, Houston 7 
New Orleans 31, N.Y Jets 19 
Philadelphia 34, N.Y Giants 29 
L.A. Rams 42, Seattle 7 
New England 27, Pittsburgh 24 
San Francisco 25, Tennessee 23 
Dallas 20, Oakland 17 

Monday’s game 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
Indianapolis at Baltimore 
Minnesota at Green Bay 
Sunday, Dec. 24 
Cleveland at Chicago 
Atlanta at New Orleans 
Denver at Washington 
Tampa Bay at Carolina 
Miami at Kansas City 
L.A. Rams at Tennessee 
L.A. Chargers at N.Y Jets 
Detroit at Cincinnati 
Buffalo at New England 
Jacksonville at San Francisco 
N.Y Giants at Arizona 
Seattle at Dallas 

Monday, Dec. 25 
Pittsburgh at Houston 
Oakland at Philadelphia 

Sunday 

Eagles 34, Giants 29 


NYG—Darkwa 1 run (kick blocked), 
9:04. 

Phi—Jeffery 3 pass from Foies (Elliott 
kick), 5:28. 

NYG—King 13 pass from Manning (Ro¬ 
sas kick), 1:26. 

Second Quarter 

NYG—Shepard 67 pass from Manning 
(Rosas kick), 13:44. 

Phi—Ertz 10 pass from Foies (Elliott 
kick), 4:49. 

Phi—Burton 13 pass from Foies (Elliott 
kick), 2:20. 

NYG—FG Rosas 28, :27. 

Third Quarter 

Phi-FG Elliott 28, 9:18. 

Phi—Agholor 10 pass from Foies (El¬ 
liott kick), 5:47. 

NYG—King 57 pass from Manning 
(pass failed), 1:57. 

Fourth Quarter 

Phi-FG Elliott 20, 3:56. 

A—76,896. 

Phi NYG 

First downs 22 27 

Total Net Yards 341 504 

Rushes-yards 27-108 23-75 

Passing 233 429 

Punt Returns 0-0 1-7 

Kickoff Returns 4-70 5-100 

Interceptions Ret. 1-37 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 24-38-0 37-57-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-4 1-5 

Punts 4-46.8 3-24.7 

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 0-0 

Penalties-Yards 7-44 5-67 

Time of Possession 30:53 29:07 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—Philadelphia, Ajayi 12-49, 
Barner 2-21, Blount 7-21, Clement 4-17, 
Foies 2-0. New York, Gallman 8-39, Ver- 
een 5-15, Engram 1-14, Darkwa 9-7. 

Passing—Philadelphia, Foies 24-38-0- 
237. New York, Manning 37-57-1-434. 

Receiving—Philadelphia, Agholor 7-59, 
Ertz 6-56, Jeffery 4-49, Ajayi 2-40, T.Smith 
2-17, Burton 2-15, Clement 1-1. New York, 
Shepard 11-139, Engram 8-87, Gallman 
6-40, Vereen 5-15, Lewis 4-74, King 2-70, 
Darkwa 1-9. 

Missed field goals—None. 


Cowboys 20, Raiders 17 

Dallas 3 7 7 3-20 

Oakland 0 0 10 7-17 

First Quarter 

Dal—FG Bailey 45, 4:56. 

Second Quarter 

Dal—R.Smith 1 run (Bailey kick), 
14:04. 

Third Quarter 

Oak—Crabtree 2 pass from Carr 
(Tavecchio kick), 8:03. 

Oak-FG Tavecchio 39, 6:14. 

Dal—Prescott 5 run (Bailey kick), :45. 

Fourth Quarter 

Oak—Crabtree 2 pass from Carr 
(Tavecchio kick), 10:35. 

Dal —FG Bailey 19, 1:44. 

A—55,372. 

Dal Oak 

First downs 21 19 

Total Net Yards 330 293 

Rushes-yards 31-126 23-122 

Passing 204 171 

Punt Returns 2-15 0-0 

Kickoff Returns 1-22 4-103 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 2-8 

Comp-Att-Int 18-27-2 21-38-0 


2-43.0 


4-45.5 


La 


Patriots 27, Steelers 24 

New England 7 3 6 11-27 

Pittsburgh 7 10 7 0-24 

First Quarter 

NE—Burkhead 1 run (Gostkowski 
kick), 9:00. 

Pit—Rogers 18 pass from Roethlis- 
berger (Boswell kick), 5:32. 

Second Quarter 
Pit-FG Boswell 51,12:15. 

NE-FG Gostkowski 32, 9:04. 

Pit—Bryant 4 pass from Roethlisberg- 
er (Boswell kick), :25. 

Third Quarter 

NE—Cooks 4 pass from Brady (kick 
failed), 8:50. 

Pit-Bell 3 run (Boswell kick), 1:33. 

Fourth Quarter 
NE-FG Gostkowski 46, 3:56. 

NE—Lewis 8 run (Gronkowski pass 
from Brady), :56. 

A—68,574. 


NE 


Pit 


Sacked-Yards L 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 7-100 14-105 

Time of Possession 32:20 27:40 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing —Dallas, Morris 16-61, 
Prescott 6-32, C.Jones 1-24, R.Smith 7-13, 
Bryant l-(minus 4). Oakland, Lynch 16- 
76, Carr 4-47, Washington 2-3, Patterson 

1- (minus 4). 

Passing-Dallas, Prescott 18-27-2-212. 
Oakland, Carr 21-38-0-171. 

Receiving-Dallas, Witten 4-47, 
R.Smith 3-21, Te.Williams 3-19, Bryant 

2- 59, Morris 2-0, Hanna 1-31, Beasley 1- 

15, K.Smith 1-12, N.Brown 1-8. Oakland, 
Crabtree 7-39, Roberts 3-52, Lynch 3-16, 
Richard 2-21, J.Cook 2-17, Washington 2- 

16, Patterson 1-7, L.Smith 1-3. 

Missed field goals—Oakland, Tavec¬ 
chio 39. 

Ravens 27, Browns 10 

Baltimore 3 14 10 0-27 

Cleveland 0 10 0 0—10 

First Quarter 

Bal-FG Tucker 31, 8:46. 

Second Quarter 

Cle—D.Johnson 12 run (Gonzalez 
kick), 8:12. 

Bal—Flacco 2 run (Tucker kick), 3:01. 
Bal—Watson 33 pass from Flacco 
(Tucker kick), :59. 

Cle—FG Gonzalez 45, :00. 

Third Quarter 

Bal—B.Williams 1 fumble return (Tuck¬ 
er kick), 7:06. 

Bal-FG Tucker 43, :04. 

A—56,434. 


Bal Cle 

First downs 23 15 

Total Net Yards 376 266 

Rushes-yards 31-97 19-130 

Passing 279 136 

Punt Returns 1-0 1-11 

Kickoff Returns 0-0 3-77 

Interceptions Ret. 2-13 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 26-42-0 20-37-2 

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-9 2-10 

Punts 5-43.0 5-43.2 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-2 

Penalties-Yards 7-57 6-35 

Time of Possession 36:48 23:12 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing-Baltimore, Allen 13-70, Col¬ 
lins 12-19, M.Williams 1-4, Flacco 4-3, 
Woodhead 1-1. Cleveland, Crowell 5-72, 
Kizer 7-35, D.Johnson 7-23. 

Passing—Baltimore, Flacco 26-42-0- 
288. Cleveland, Kizer 20-37-2-146. 

Receiving—Baltimore, Wallace 6-89, 
Woodhead 6-31, Collins 5-33, Watson 4- 
74, Maclin 1-22, Campanaro 1-17, Perri- 
man 1-9, Boyle 1-9, Allen 1-4. Cleveland, 
Gordon 5-47, D.Johnson 5-40, Crowell 
4-(minus 7), DeValve 2-32, Higgins 2-10, 
C.Coleman 1-16, Coates 1-8. 

Missed field goals—None. 

Rams 42, Seahawks 7 

L.A. Rams 13 21 6 2-42 

Seattle 0 0 7 0-7 

First Quarter 

La-FG Zuerlein 36, 12:06. 

La-FG Zuerlein 31, 8:21. 

La-Gurley 1 run (Zuerlein kick), 5:57. 

Second Quarter 

La—Gurley 1 run (Zuerlein kick), 8:13. 

La—Woods 1 pass from Goff (Zuerlein 
kick), 3:26. 

La—Gurley 57 run (Zuerlein kick), :28. 

Third Quarter 

La—Gurley 14 pass from Goff (kick 
tiled), 7:04. 

Sea—Willson 26 
(Walsh kick), 1:23. 

Fourth Quarter 

La—safety, 10:14. 

A—69,077. 


Sea 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 352 149 

Rushes-yards 43-244 17-78 

Passing 108 71 

Punt Returns 7-128 2-18 

Kickoff Returns 2-52 6-118 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 1-0 

Comp-Att-Int 15-23-1 14-30-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-16 7-71 

Punts 5-42.6 9-47.4 

Fumbles-Lost 2-0 3-2 

Penalties-Yards 3-25 9-60 

Time of Possession 36:46 23:14 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing —Los Angeles, Gurley 21-152, 
M.Brown 10-45, Austin 10-44, Mannion 
2-3. Seattle, Wilson 5-39, McKissic 6-20, 
M.Davis 6-19. 

Passing-Los Angeles, Goff 14-21-1- 
120, Mannion 1-2-0-4. Seattle, Wilson 14- 
30-0-142. 

Receiving—Los Angeles, Woods 6-45, 
Gurley 3-28, Kupp 2-21, Watkins 2-14, Hig- 
bee 1-12, Carrier 1-4. Seattle, McKissic 3- 
38, M.Davis 2-20, P.Richardson 2-18, Lock¬ 
ett 2-8, Willson 1-26, McEvoy 1-19, Darboh 
1-8, Baldwin 1-6, Graham l-(minus 1). 

Missed field goals—None. 


Saints 31, Jets 19 

New York 0 10 3 6-19 

New Orleans 10 7 0 14-31 

First Quarter 

NO-FG Lutz 23, 11:36. 

NO—Ingram 1 run (Lutz kick), 3:07. 

Second Quarter 

NYJ—Powell 2 run (Catanzaro kick), 
10:58. 

NO—Kamara 10 pass from Brees (Lutz 
kick), 6:12. 

NYJ—FG Catanzaro 29, :09. 

Third Quarter 

NYJ—FG Catanzaro 26, 8:07. 

Fourth Quarter 

NO—M.Thomas 4 pass from Brees 
(Lutz kick), 7:39. 

NYJ—McGuire 2 pass from Petty (pass 
failed), 1:51. 

NOyjnc^ram 50 run (Lutz kick), 1:33. 


NYJ 


NO 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 360 413 

Rushes-yards 19-77 31-143 

Passing 283 270 

Punt Returns 1-11 1-2 

Kickoff Returns 4-74 5-85 

Interceptions Ret. 1-0 1-13 

Comp-Att-Int 22-35-1 22-30-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-15 2-11 

Punts 2-48.0 4-42.8 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 2-4 6-63 

Time Of Possession 24:53 35:07 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—New England, Lewis 13-67, 
Burkhead 4-12, Brady 2-(minus 2). Pitts¬ 
burgh, Bell 24-117, Conner 3-13, Roethlis- 
berger 3-10, Toussaint 1-3. 

Passing-New England, Brady 22-35- 

1- 298. Pittsburgh, Roethlisberger 22-30- 
1-281. 

Receiving—New England, Gronkowski 
9-168, Cooks 4-60, Amendola 2-23, White 

2- 8, Lewis 1-13, D.AIIen 1-10, Britt 1-7, 
Burkhead 1-5, Dorsett 1-4. Pittsburgh, 
Smith-Schuster 6-114, Bell 5-48, Bryant 4- 
59, A.Brown 2-24, James 2-7, Rogers 1-18, 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 294 416 

Rushes-yards 28-124 28-131 

Passing 170 285 

Punt Returns 1-0 5-36 

Kickoff Returns 5-106 2-35 

Interceptions Ret. 1-6 2-20 

Comp-Att-Int 19-39-2 26-36-1 


7-45.1 4-46.8 


Redskins 20, Cardinals 15 

Arizona 3 6 3 3-15 

Washington 7 7 3 3-20 

First Quarter 

Was—Crowder 5 pass from Cousins 
(Hopkins kick), 13:30. 

Ari — FG Dawson 40, 3:47. 

Second Quarter 

Was—Bibbs 36 pass from Cousins 
(Hopkins kick), 13:27. 

Ari —FG Dawson 35, 7:35. 

Ari-FG Dawson 19, :00. 

Third Quarter 
Ari-FG Dawson 34, 13:37. 

Was-FG Hopkins 24, 4:23. 

Fourth Quarter 
Ari-FG Dawson 32, 11:13. 

Was-FG Hopkins 32, 4:30. 

A—71,026. 

Ari Was 

First downs 19 14 

Total Net Yards 286 218 

Rushes-yards 34-141 20-31 

Passing 145 187 

Punt Returns 5-43 2-18 

Kickoff Returns 2-28 4-95 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 1-18 

Comp-Att-Int 16-41-1 18-26-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 5-44 1-9 

Punts 5-50.2 6-53.2 

Fumbles-Lost 3-1 1-1 

Penalties-Yards 8-71 7-82 

Time of Possession 36:16 23:44 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing—Arizona, K.Williams 17-61, 
Penny 10-45, Gabbert 6-28, Nelson 1-7. 

tA, aShingt nn Darino 1/I.-37 Dihhc 

iissin 

189. Waslmiyiuii, ou--- 

Receiving—Arizona, Fitzgerald 5-60, 
Foster 4-22, Niklas 3-41, Seals-Jones 2-11, 
Nelson 1-46, Ja.Brown 1-9. Washington, 
Crowder 5-55, Bibbs 4-47, Perine 2-29, 
Grant 2-20, V.Davis 2-18, Doctson 2-16, 
Paul 1-11. 

Missed field goals—None. 

Bills 24, Dolphins 16 

Miami 3 3 0 10-16 

Buffalo 7 14 3 0-24 

First Quarter 

Buf—McCoy 4 run (Hauschka kick), 
10:12. 

Mia—FG Parkey 28,3:16. 

Second Quarter 
Mia-FG Parkey 41, 9:15. 

Buf—McCoy 16 pass from T.Taylor 
(Hauschka kick), 6:05. 

Buf—T.Taylor 9 run (Hauschka kick), 
:33. 

Third Quarter 

Buf-FG Hauschka34, 5:40. 

Fourth Quarter 

Mia-Drake 1 run (Parkey kick), 7:57. 
Mia-FG Parkey 26, :39. 

A—62,202. 

Mia Buf 

First downs 21 21 

Total Net Yards 349 328 

Rushes-yards 21-100 30-116 

Passing 249 212 

Punt Returns 2-33 1-2 

Kickoff Returns 2-43 3-38 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 3-63 

Comp-Att-Int 28-49-3 17-29-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 3-25 2-12 

Punts 4-46.8 5-41.0 

Fumbles-Lost 4-0 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 7-60 3-28 

Time of Possession 32:25 27:35 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing—Miami, Drake 16-78, Cutler 
2-8, Grant 1-7, Gray 2-7. Buffalo, McCoy 
20-50, T.Taylor 6-42, Cadet 4-24. 

Passing-Miami, Cutler 28-49-3-274. 

Buffalo, tTaylor 17-29-0-224. 

Receiving—Miami, Landry 10-99, 
Parker 6-89, Drake 6-35, J.Thomas 2-15, 
Fasano 2-15, Grant 1-13, Stills 1-8. Buf¬ 
falo. Clay 5-68, McCoy 4-46, O’Leary 2-33, 
Benjamin 2-20, Tate 1-21, Thompson 1-16, 
Cadet 1-14, DiMarco 1-6. 

Missed field goals—None. 


Sacked-Yardsl 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 8-50 8-92 

Time of Possession 30:50 29:10 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing—New York, Powell 13-44, Mc¬ 
Guire 4-24, Forte 7-24, Petty 2-16, Natson 
1-15, L.Thomas 1-1. New Orleans, Ingram 
12-74, Kamara 12-44, Line 2-8, Lewis 1-6, 
Brees l-(minus 1). 

Passing-New York, Petty 19-39-2-179. 
New Orleans, Brees 26-36-1-285. 

Receiving—New York, Anderson 5-40, 
McGuire 3-48, Kearse 3-28, Hansen 3-21, 
Seferian-Jenkins 2-13, Forte 2-10, Natson 
1-19. New Orleans, M.Thomas 9-93, Ka¬ 
mara 6-45, Ingram 5-77, Coleman 3-20, 
Snead 1-23, J.Hill 1-22, Line 1-5. 

Missed field goals—None. 

Jaguars 45, Texans 7 

Houston 0 0 7 0—7 

Jacksonville 7 24 7 7-45 

First Quarter 


i (Lambo kick), 


21-29-0 


Jac—Bohanon 
3:52. 

Second Quarter 

Jac—Mickens 5 pass from Bortles 
(Lambo kick), 14:45. 

Jac—Mickens 14 pass from Bortles 
(Lambo kick), 10:12. 

Jac-FG Lambo 38, :53. 

Jac—K.Cole 9 pass from Bortles (Lam¬ 
bo kick), :26. 

Third Quarter 

Hou—Hopkins 25 pass from Yates 
(Fairbairn kick), 8:12. 

Jac—Bohanon 1 run (Lambo kick), 
7:13. 

Fourth Quarter 

Jac—Grant 8 run (Lambo kick), 10:26. 

A—64,701. 

Hou Jac 

First downs 9 25 

Total Net Yards 186 464 

Rushes-yards 21-87 38-138 

Passing 99 326 

Punt Returns 1-16 6-57 

Kickoff Returns 2-25 2-44 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 i-n 

Comp-Att-Int 12-31-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 4-29 

Punts 11-47.1 6-47.2 

Fumbles-Lost 2-0 0-0 

Penalties-Yards 14-127 8-54 

Time of Possession 26:42 33:18 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing-Houston, Blue 12-55, L.Miller 9- 
32. Jacksonville, Grant 10-69, Ivory 17-42, Yel- 
don 7-27, Bohanon 2-2, Henne 2-(minus 2). 

Passing—Houston, Yates 12-31-1-128. 
Jacksonville, Bortles 21-29-0-326. 

Receiving—Houston, W.Fuller 5-44, 
Hopkins 4-80, L.Miller 2-1, Prosch 1-3. 
Jacksonville, K.Cole 7-186, Mickens 4-61, 
Yeldon 4-25, Westbrook 2-21, M.Lewis 2- 
18, O’Shaughnessy 1-15, Koyack 1-0. 

Missed field goals—None. 

Vikings 34, Bengals 7 

Cincinnati 0 0 0 7—7 

Minnesota 17 7 3 7-34 

First Quarter 

Min—Murray 1 run (Forbath kick), 
10:31. 

Min—Kendricks 31 interception return 
(Forbath kick), 5:54. 

Min-FG Forbath 53, 1:30. 

Second Quarter 

Min—Diggs 20 pass from Keenum 
(Forbath kick), 6:41. 

Third Quarter 

Min-FG Forbath 35, 6:34. 

Fourth Quarter 

Min—Rudolph 1 pass from Keenum 
(Forbath kick), 12:53. 

Cin—Bernard 2 run (Bullock kick), 
6:22. 

A—66,833. 


Cin 


Min 


34-124 


First downs 

Total Net Yards 161 

Rushes-yards 20-46 

Passing 115 222 

Punt Returns 2-12 5-41 

Kickoff Returns 2-44 0-0 

Interceptions Ret. 1-7 2-34 

Comp-Att-Int 14-28-2 20-25-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 3-17 2-14 

Punts 8-45.6 5-43.4 

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 0-0 

Penalties-Yards 5-44 11-93 

Time of Possession 24:08 35:52 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing—Cincinnati, Bernard 14-30, 
B.Hill 5-12, Malone 1-4. Minnesota, Mur¬ 
ray 20-76, McKinnon 9-24, Keenum 1-20, 
Diggs 1-7, Bridgewater 3-(minus 3). 

Passing—Cincinnati, Dalton 11-22-2- 
113, McCarron 3-6-0-19. Minnesota, Kee- 
n 20-23-0-236, Bridgewater 0-2-1-0. 


nurn zu-zj-u-zjo, Dnuyewdier u-z-i-u. 

Receiving—Cincinnati, Uzomah 4-24, 
Bernard 3-13, LaFell 2-53, Green 2-30, 
Kroft 2-1, Erickson 1-11. Minnesota, McK¬ 
innon 7-114, Diggs 5-30, Thielen 3-30, 
Rudolph 2-17, Murray 1-28, Wright 1-11, 
Ham 1-6. 

Missed field goals—None. 


49ers 25, Titans 23 

Tennessee 0 10 3 10—23 

San Francisco 6 10 0 9—25 

First Quarter 

SF-FG Gould 38, 8:51. 

SF-FG Gould 48, 4:35. 

Second Quarter 

Ten—FG Succop 40, 14:06. 

SF—Celek 5 pass from Garoppolo 
(Gould kick), 5:30. 

SF-FG Gould 28,1:37. 

Ten—Walker 4 pass from Mariota 
(Succop kick), :29. 

Third Quarter 

Ten—FG Succop 31, 8:29. 

Fourth Quarter 

Ten —Matthews 8 pass from Mariota 
(Succop kick), 13:31. 

SF-FG Gould 50, 8:27. 

SF-FG Gould 48, 3:08. 

Ten—FG Succop 50, 1:07. 

SF-FG Gould 45, :00. 

A—70,133. 

Ten SF 

First downs 23 23 

Total Net Yards 328 414 

Rushes-yards 28-90 22-51 

Passing 238 363 

Punt Returns 1-0 1-12 

Kickoff Returns 1-21 4-65 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 23-33-0 31-43-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-3 3-18 

Punts 2-55.5 1-43.0 

Fumbles-Lost 1-1 0-0 

Penalties-Yards 3-22 7-70 

Time Of Possession 27:25 32:35 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—Tennessee, Murray 18-59, 
Henry 7-19, Ta.Taylor 1-8, Mariota 2-4. 
San Francisco, Hyde 16-25, Breida 5-16, 
Goodwin 1-10. 

Passing—Tennessee, Mariota 23-33- 
0-241. San Francisco, Garoppolo 31-43- 
0-381. 

Receiving—Tennessee, Matthews 6- 
95, Decker 5-63, Walker 5-37, Davis 3-28, 
Henry 2-9, J.Smith 1-5, Murray 1-4. San 
Francisco, Goodwin 10-114, Bourne 4- 
85, Kittle 4-52, Tr.Taylor 4-40, Celek 3-63, 
Juszczyk 2-16, Hyde 2-14, Robinson 1-3, 
Garoppolo l-(minus 6). 

Missed field goals—None. 

Panthers 31, Packers 24 

Green Bay 7 7 3 7-24 

Carolina 7 3 14 7-31 

First Quarter 

Car—McCaffrey 7 pass from Newton 
(Gano kick), 5:57. 

GB—D.Adams 13 pass from A.Rodgers 
(Crosby kick), :00. 

Second Quarter 

Car-FG Gano 33, 9:02. 

GB—Cobb 33 pass from A.Rodgers 
(Crosby kick), :26. 

Third Quarter 

Car—Olsen 30 pass from Newton 
(Gano kick), 11:34. 

Car—D.Byrd 9 pass from Newton 
(Gano kick), 7:20. 

GB-FG Crosby 28,1:23. 

Fourth Quarter 

Car—D.Byrd 13 pass from Newton 
(Gano kick), 12:24. 

GB—R.Rodgers 24 pass from A.Rodgers 
(Crosby kick), 2:43. 

A—74,447. 

GB Car 

First downs 24 29 

Total Net Yards 384 387 

Rushes-yards 19-120 38-151 

Passing 264 236 

Punt Returns 2-15 1-5 

Kickoff Returns 0-0 2-45 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 3-10 

Comp-Att-Int 26-45-3 20-31-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 3-26 1-6 

Punts 2-41.0 4-43.5 

Fumbles-Lost 1-1 0-0 

Penalties-Yards 6-28 5-40 

Time Of Possession 26:03 33:57 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—Green Bay, A.Jones 3-47, 
A.Rodgers 6-43, J.Williams 10-30. Caroli¬ 
na, McCaffrey 12-63, Newton 14-58, Stew¬ 
art 11-27, Whittaker 1-3. 

Passing—Green Bay, A.Rodgers 26-45- 
3-290. Carolina, Newton 20-31-0-242. 

Receiving—Green Bay, Cobb 7-84, 
D.Adams 5-57, Allison 5-33, R.Rodgers 4- 
77, Nelson 3-28, A.Jones 1-6, Kendricks 1- 
5. Carolina, Olsen 9-116, McCaffrey 6-73, 
D.Byrd 3-25, Funchess 1-19, Stewart 1-9. 

Missed field goals—None. 

Calendar 

Dec. 31 — Regular season ends. 

Jan. 6-7 — Wild-card playoffs. 

Jan. 13-14 — Divisional playoffs. 

Jan. 21 — Conference championships. 

Feb. 4 — Super Bowl at Minneapolis. 

Feb. 20 — First day for clubs to desig¬ 
nate franchise or transition players. 

Feb. 27-March 5 — NFL comine in In¬ 
dianapolis. 

March 6 — Deadline for clubs to desig¬ 
nate franchise or transition players. 

March 14 — 2018 league calendar be¬ 
gins, free agency opens, trades allowed. 

March 25-28 — Annual league meet¬ 
ing, Orlando. 

April 2 — Clubs that hired a new head 
coach after the end of the 2017 regular 
season may begin offseason workouts. 

April 16 — Clubs with returning head 
coaches may begin offseason workout 
programs. 
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Ravens defensive end Za’Darius Smith (90) knocks the ball loose from Browns quarterback DeShone Kizer during the second half Sunday. 



SANTA CLARA, Calif. — 
Jimmy Garoppolo led one final 
scoring drive in the closing sec¬ 
onds to cap a fantastic first home 
start, and Robbie Gould kicked 
a winning 45-yard field goal as 
time expired. 

Garoppolo threw for a career- 
high 381 yards and a touchdown 
to give the 49ers (4-10) a three- 
game winning streak in a lost sea¬ 
son. Tom Brady’s former backup 
showed he could do it at home as 
well as on the road — and against 
a playoff contender, no less — out- 
dueling Marcus Mariota down 
the stretch as the teams traded 
field goals. 

Gould kicked three of his six 
field goals in the final nine min¬ 
utes: 50,48 and 45 yards. 

Gould put the Niners out front 
on a 48-yarder with 3:08 remain¬ 
ing. Mariota then drove the Titans 
(8-6) to a lead as Ryan Succop 
kicked a 50-yard field goal. 



MINNEAPOLIS — Eric Ken¬ 
dricks had an interception return 
for a touchdown, Case Keenum 
passed for 236 yards and two 
scores, and the Vikings clinched 
the NFC North over the depleted 
and disinterested Bengals. 

Running backs Latavius Murray 
and Jerick McKinnon combined 
for 37 touches and 242 yards from 
scrimmage for the Vikings (11-3). 
They were never challenged by 
the Bengals (5-9), missing more 
than half of the starting defense 
to injuries, and with a report that 
head coach Marvin Lewis will not 
return next season. 

Teddy Bridgewater even had his 
first game action in 16 months. 


gp 31 (e^24 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Cam 
Newton threw for 242 yards and 
four touchdowns, and the Pan¬ 
thers spoiled Aaron Rodgers’ re¬ 
turn from a broken collarbone. 

Damiere Byrd had two touch¬ 
down catches, and Christian 
McCaffrey had 136 yards from 
scrimmage, including a 7-yard 
touchdown reception as the Pan¬ 
thers (10-4) won their fourth con¬ 
secutive home game. 

Greg Olsen had his most pro¬ 
ductive game since returning 
from a broken foot, catching 
nine passes for 116 yards and a 
TD, and the Panthers kept pace 
with the first-place New Orleans 
Saints in the NFC South. 

Rodgers, making his first ap¬ 
pearance since Oct. 15, threw for 
290 yards with three touchdowns, 
but was intercepted three times 
as the Packers’ playoff hopes took 
a critical blow. 

1131 ^19 

NEW ORLEANS — Mark In¬ 
gram ran for two touchdowns and 
gained 151 yards from scrim¬ 
mage, including a late 50-yard 
TD run, and the Saints overcame 
three turnovers. 

Michael Thomas became the 
second NFL player with at least 
90 receptions in his first two 
seasons. He caught nine passes 
for 93 yards, including a pivotal 
fourth-quarter touchdown on a 
short slant for New Orleans (10- 
4), which retained its tenuous 
hold on first place in the NFC 
South heading into the final two 
weeks of the regular season. 

Bryce Petty made his first start 
at quarterback this season for the 
Jets (5-9). 


H27 HIO 

CLEVELAND — Joe Flacco 
threw a touchdown pass, ran for 
a score and beat Cleveland again 
as the Ravens stayed on track for 
the AFC playoffs. 

With victories at home over In¬ 
dianapolis and Cincinnati in its 
past two games, the Ravens will 
return to the postseason after a 
two-year absence. The Browns 
are two losses from becoming the 
NFL’s second 0-16 team. 

Flacco scored on a 2-yard run 
and threw a 33-yard TD pass to 
Benjamin Watson as the Ravens 
(8-6) took control with two touch¬ 
downs in the final 3:01 of the first 
half. 

Defensive tackle Brandon Wil¬ 
liams recovered a fumble and 
rolled in for a TD in third quarter 
to put the Ravens up 24-10. 

sh 24 

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — 
LeSean McCoy scored twice and 
surpassed 10,000 career yards 
rushing, while helping the Bills 
stay in the thick of the AFC play¬ 
off hunt. 

Tyrod Taylor also scored on a 
9-yard touchdown run and Sha- 
reece Wright and Jordan Poyer 
intercepted Miami’s Jay Cutler 
on consecutive drives to start the 
second half. Buffalo never trailed. 
Rookie Tre’Davious White sealed 
the win by intercepting Cutler 
with 28 seconds remaining — and 
one play after Miami punter Matt 
Haack recovered an onside kick 
at Miami’s 37. 

The Bills have won three of 
four and improved to 8-6 to match 
the team’s best record through 14 
games during Buffalo’s 17-year 
playoff drought. 



OAKLAND, Calif. — Dallas 
kept its playoff hopes alive by 
the slimmest of margins after 
Dak Prescott converted a fourth- 
down sneak by the width of an 
index card to set up Dan Bailey’s 
go-ahead 19-yard field goal, and 
Derek Carr fumbled the ball 
inches from the goal line with 31 
seconds left. 

The first key play came when 
Cowboys coach Jason Garrett 
decided to go for it on fourth- 
and-1 from his own 39 with about 
five minutes left in a tie game. 
Prescott ran into a pile that took 
officials time to untangle. 

Prescott then hit Dez Bryant 
with a 40-yard pass that set up 
Bailey’s short kick with 1:44 to 
play that gave the Cowboys the 
lead. 

P]20 ^15 

LANDOVER, Md. — Anthony 
Lanier sacked Blaine Gabbert 
and forced a fumble that Pres¬ 
ton Smith recovered, and the 
Redskins held on to beat the Car¬ 
dinals in a comedy of errors for 
each team. 

Smith also intercepted Gabbert 
and Lanier batted down three 
passes and had two sacks as they 
gave the Redskins (6-8) a glimpse 
of their potential as significant 
pieces of the defense for years to 
come. 

Gabbert was 16-for-41 for 189 
yards with the interception and 
a fumble he recovered himself in 
the fourth quarter. Arizona (6-8), 
which got all its points on field 
goals by Phil Dawson, went 0-for- 
6 in the red zone and 4-for-19 on 
third down as it was eliminated 
from playoff contention. 


Seven from Sunday 

■ New England quarterback Tom 
Brady passed for 298 yards and a 
touchdown in the Patriots’ win at Pitts¬ 
burgh. Brady (five) and the Steelers’ 
Ben Roethlisberger (two) have com¬ 
bined for seven Super Bowl victories, 
the most by opposing starting quarter¬ 
backs in a game in NFL history. 

■ Philadelphia quarterback Nick 
Foies, making his first start of the 
season, threw four touchdown passes 
in the Eagles’ win over the Giants. 
The Eagles are the first team since 
the 2011 Green Bay Packers (Aaron 
Rodgers and Matt Flynn) to have dif¬ 
ferent starting quarterbacks throw at 
least four TD passes in back-to-back 
weeks. Philadelphia’s Alshon Jeffery, 
Nelson Agholor and Zach Ertz each 
had a touchdown catch in the vic¬ 
tory. Jeffery (nine TD catches), Agholor 
(eight) and Ertz (eight) each have at 
least eight TD catches this season. 

■ Buffalo running back Le Sean Me 
Coy rushed for 50 yards and scored two 
touchdowns in the Bills’ 24-16 win over 
Miami. McCoy reached 10,000 career 
rushing yards on his 2,145th carry and 
became the fifth-fastest player in NFL 
history to achieve the milestone. The 
only players to reach 10,000 career 
rushing yards in fewer attempts are 
Jim Brown (1,936), Adrian Peterson 
(2,004), Barry Sanders (2,020) and 
OJ. Simpson (2,085). 

■ New Orleans wide receiver Mi¬ 
chael Thomas had nine catches for 93 
yards and a touchdown in the Saints’ 
31-19 win over the New York Jets. 
Thomas, who had 92 catches as a 
rookie last season, has 94 receptions 
this year. He joins Odell Beckham Jr. 
as the only players in NFL history to re¬ 
cord at least 90 receptions in each of 
their first two seasons. 

■ Carolina quarterback Cam New¬ 
ton threw four touchdown passes and 
rushed for 58 yards in the Panthers’ 
31-24 victory against Green Bay. New¬ 
ton, who leads all quarterbacks with 
643 rushing yards this year, has four 
career seasons with at least 600 rush¬ 
ing yards, tied with Michael Vick for 
the most such seasons by a quarter¬ 
back in NFL history. 

■ Panthers running back Christian 
McCaffrey had six catches for 73 yards 
and a touchdown in the win. McCaf¬ 
frey, who has 73 catches and five re¬ 
ceiving touchdowns this season, is the 
only rookie running back in NFL history 
with at least 70 receptions and five 
touchdown catches. 

■ Carolina defensive end Julius 
Peppers recorded a half-sack on 
fourth-and-14 with 5:46 remaining in 
the fourth quarter in today’s victory. 
Peppers, who has 10 sacks this sea¬ 
son, is the fourth player in NFL history 
to have at least 10 seasons with 10+ 
sacks, joining Pro Football Hall of Fam- 
ers Bruce Smith (13 seasons), Reggie 
White (12) and Kevin Greene (10). 

— nflcommunications.com 


Saints 
WR 
Michael 
Thomas 
scores 
on a TD 
eception 
Sunday. 

ill Feig/AP 
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Rams in control 
with Seattle rout 



Stephen B. Morton/AP 


Jaguars quarterback Blake Bortles throws a pass as offensive lineman Cam Robinson (74) blocks Texans 
defensive end Jadeveon Clowney during the first half Sunday in Jacksonville, Fla. 

Jaguars clinch playoff berth 


By Mark Long 

Associated Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — With another victory in 
hand and the playoffs in sight, the sellout crowd at 
EverBank Field started the wave. 

Yes, the wave. 

Forgive those in Jacksonville for going a little old 
school. After all, they haven’t seen anything like this 
in a decade. 

Blake Bortles threw three touchdown passes, in¬ 
cluding two to seldom-used backup Jaydon Mick- 
ens, and the Jaguars clinched a playoff spot with a 
45-7 drubbing of AFC South rival Houston on Sun¬ 
day. Jacksonville’s seventh victory in its past eight 
games locked up the franchise’s first postseason 
berth since 2007. 

If things go as planned, the Jaguars (10-4) will 
earn a postseason game at home. Jacksonville can 
clinch the AFC South and a home date with a victo¬ 
ry next week at San Francisco. The Jags also would 
clinch the division if Tennessee loses to the Los An¬ 
geles Rams. 

“I think it is awesome,” Bortles said. “To be a part 
of the team that is changing the culture, it is tough to 
put into words. It’s special. Unbelievably proud to be 
a part of this group and play for this organization.” 

Finishing with double-digit losses the past six sea¬ 


sons, the Jaguars now have double-digit wins for the 
first time since their last postseason appearance. 

The injury-riddled Texans (4-10) have dropped 
four in a row and seven of eight. 

“It’s embarrassing, and you never want to get beat 
like that,” said Houston linebacker/defensive end 
Jadeveon Clowney, who also called Bortles “trash” 
in the locker room. “It’s embarrassing for the whole 
organization.” 

Bortles finished with a season-high 326 yards and 
the best QB rating (143.8) of his career. He did it 
without receivers Allen Robinson, Allen Hums and 
Marqise Lee. 

With Robinson (knee) on injured reserve, Hums 
(ankle) inactive for the fifth consecutive week and 
Lee (ankle) in the locker room, Mickens and rookie 
Keelan Cole stepped up. Mickens caught four passes 
for 61 yards and two scores. Cole had seven recep¬ 
tions for a career-high 186 yards and a TD. 

“It’s kind of cool that we solidified our (playoff) 
spot,” Jaguars defensive tackle Malik Jackson said. 
“Now we can get over the giddiness of it.... It’s cool to 
be where we are, but we’re not done yet.” 

Jacksonville was an NFL-worst 22-74 over the 
previous six years and was widely considered more 
of a laughingstock than a postseason contender. 

“It’s a story of perseverance,” Jaguars owner 
Shad Khan said. 


Foies, Eagles earn first-round bye 


By Tom Canavan 
Associated Press 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
— One down, one to go for the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 

Nick Foies replaced the injured 
Carson Wentz and threw four 
touchdown passes, and the NFC 
East champion Eagles (12-2) se¬ 
cured a well-deserved first-round 
bye in the playoffs with a harder- 
than-expected 34-29 win over the 
New York Giants on Sunday. 

Philadelphia can wrap-up 
NFC home-field advantage next 
weekend with a Minnesota loss 
at Green Bay on Saturday or an 
Eagles victory at home over Oak¬ 
land on Christmas night. 

“It’s something this organiza¬ 
tion earned and we have to keep 
on fighting and have the same 
mindset that got us to this posi¬ 
tion and keep on winning football 
games, stay hungry,” said Nelson 
Agholor, one of four receivers to 



Bill Kostroun/AP 


Eagles QB Nick Foies, above, 
threw four TD passes in his first 
start since Carson Wentz went 
down with a torn ACL. 

catch a Foies touchdown. 

What’s been remarkable for 
the Eagles is the way they have 
overcome season-ending injuries 
to Wentz, offensive lineman Jason 
Peters, linebacker Jordan Hicks, 
running back Darren Sproles and 


kicker Caleb Sturgis. 

Wentz went down last week with 
a torn ACL and the Eagles never 
missed a beat with Foies, who fin¬ 
ished off a win at the Rams, and 
on Sunday went 24-for-38 for 237 
yards and no interceptions. 

“Obviously everyone is think¬ 
ing about Carson, and Carson 
got us here,” defensive lineman 
Chris Long said. “He is a hell of a 
player, but Nick just showed what 
he is all about. Outside the lock¬ 
er room there was a lot of panic 
about what the offense was going 
to look like. People were wonder¬ 
ing if we were going to need to 
bring someone in. No, we don’t 
need to bring someone in. Nick is 
a hell of a quarterback.” 

The Eagles rallied from a 13- 
point first-half deficit to win. 
They made a late stand on first- 
and-goal in the final minute in 
spoiling a three-touchdown, sea¬ 
son-high 434-yard passing game 
by Eli Manning. 


By Tim Booth 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — In the span of 
a week, the Los Angeles Rams 
changed the conversation from 
not being ready for the big games 
to now appearing ready and dan¬ 
gerous for the playoffs. 

The Rams aren’t in the post¬ 
season yet. But the biggest step 
they’ve taken toward a playoff 
return came Sunday in their 42-7 
blowout of the Seattle Seahawks 
on Sunday. It was a big game on 
a big stage with postseason im¬ 
plications, and the Rams made 
the Seahawks look hapless with a 
dominating performance. 

There is still one more step for 
the Rams to take in order to wrap 
up that postseason berth, but any 
question about their playoff po¬ 
tential was put to rest against the 
Seahawks. 

“We’re very pleased with what 
we did today and now we’ll see 
if we can follow it up with a good 
performance next week,” Rams 
coach Sean McVay said. “Seattle 
has been in the playoffs a handful 
of years in a row now. They have 
won the division three of the last 
four years now. We came in here 
and took advantage of that today.” 

There was a rightful bit of 
skepticism about the Rams (10- 
4) coming into Sunday. They had 
stumbled this season against Se¬ 
attle and Minnesota. 

Just a week ago, the Rams 
couldn’t close out Philadelphia 
and lost 43-35 at home to the 
NFC-leading Eagles. 

They took full advantage of a 
banged-up Seattle defense and 
flustered Russell Wilson to where 
his greatest contribution was 
making sure the Seahawks (8-6) 
didn’t get shut out. 

Todd Gurley was fantastic as a 
ball carrier with 152 yards rush¬ 
ing and three TDs on the ground, 
and his TD reception in the third 
quarter that gave the Rams a 40- 
0 lead. Los Angeles won on spe¬ 
cial teams, in field position and 
sacked Wilson seven times. Seat¬ 
tle’s playmakers were spectators 
and the Seahawks looked closer 
to the end of an era than being 


worthy playoff contenders. 

“We didn’t handle Todd Gur¬ 
ley very well, he was on fire. But 
schematically, we let some things 
go. We made some mistakes, too, 
that got the ball out there,” Seattle 
coach Pete Carroll said. “It’s re¬ 
ally hard for me to explain to you 
because this is something that I 
haven’t seen us do, and play that 
far off.” 

Gurley was the star, averag¬ 
ing 7.2 yards per carry. He had 
144 yards rushing at halftime, 
including a 57-yard TD sprint in 
the final minute of the first half to 
give the Rams a 34-0 lead at the 
break. He’s the second player in 
Rams history—joining Marshall 
Faulk — with at least 150 yards 
rushing, three TD runs and a TD 
catch in a game. 

Here’s what else to know from 
the Rams’ dominant performance 
Sunday: 

Field position: It’s easy to score 
when seemingly every drive 
starts around midfield. That was 
the case for the Rams, who had six 
possessions in the first half start 
at midfield or inside Seattle terri¬ 
tory. Not surprisingly, the Rams 
scored on all six possessions, in¬ 
cluding a drive that started at the 
Seattle 1 after Pharoh Cooper’s 
53-yard punt return. The Rams’ 
average starting position for the 
game was their 47-yard line. 

“To flip the field consistently 
like our punt return unit has done 
has been huge for our offense to 
be in that spot,” McVay said. 

Worst loss: Carroll’s first sea¬ 
son in Seattle in 2010 ended with 
a division title, but mixed in were 
some of the worst losses of his 
tenure with the Seahawks. In¬ 
cluded were three games allow¬ 
ing 40 points and a 34-point loss 
to the New York Giants. 

It was the first time Seattle had 
allowed 40 points since late in 
the 2010 season and the 35-point 
defeat was the most lopsided of 
Carroll’s tenure. 

Sack attack: The Rams’ seven 
sacks of Wilson tied a season 
high for the team and matched 
the most times Wilson has been 
sacked in his career, the last com¬ 
ing in the 2014 season. 
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Statement game 

LeBron has message, triple-double 
in latest trip to D.C.» nba, Page 26 



Two pivotal matchups decided in part 
by rules league could stand to change 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Presss 

W ell, no one STILL seems 
to agree on what, exactly, 
should constitute a catch in 
the NFL — and that contrib¬ 
uted to the Pittsburgh Steelers’ loss to 
the New England Patriots in a key game 
for home-field advantage in the AFC 
playoffs. 

It’s also hard to find folks who like the 
provision that awards possession of the 
football to the team on defense after an 
offensive player fumbles it out of the end 
zone — and that (along with, yes, what 
appeared to be a folded index card used 
to determine whether there was a first 
down) helped the Dallas Cowboys beat 
the Oakland Raiders to keep their post¬ 
season hopes intact as Ezekiel Elliott pre¬ 
pares to return from a suspension. 

Two of the most confounding pieces of 
the NFL rulebook took center stage at the 
end of key games Sunday, and the results 


could have a real impact on who ends up 
reaching the Super Bowl. 

Maybe this offseason, the competition 
committee will, once and for all, alter the 
ways one — or even both — of these situ¬ 
ations are handled. Until that happens, 
there will be questions and complaints. 

Which, when you think about it, might 
be what the league wants: Such conversa¬ 
tions mean attention. 

The Patriots clinched a record ninth 
consecutive division title with a 27-24 
victory at Pittsburgh that came after Ben 
Roethlisberger’s apparent 10-yard TD 
pass to Jesse James with 28 seconds left 
was erased because, as referee Tony Cor- 
rente, explained: “The receiver did not 
survive the ground.” 

As James twisted and lunged into the 
end zone at the play’s finish, he extended 
the ball, which shifted in his hands. The 
call was called the way the NFL says it 
should be. 

SEE RULES ON PAGE 28 



Left: Pittsburgh Steelers tight end 
Jesse James reaches for the end zone 
with what appeared to be the go-ahead 
touchdown against the New England 
Patriots on Sunday in Pittsburgh. Replay 
officials ruled that James didn’t keep 
possession of the ball all the way to the 
ground. The Patriots won 27-24. 

Top: Oakland Raiders quarterback 
Derek Carr fumbles the ball into the 
end zone in front of Dallas Cowboys 
strong safety Jeff Heath on Sunday 
night in Oakland, Calif. The play was 
ruled a touchback and the Cowboys got 
possession. The Cowboys won 20-17. 

AP photos 
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